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Manning Park Family Retreat 
 

Welcome to the month of June.  Half of a year has almost gone, and we will be observing our annual Obon 
service and Bon odori in July.  I just came back from the Manning Park Family Retreat sponsored by Living 
Dharma Centre and BC Jodo Shinshu Federation. The retreat was hosted by Vancouver Buddhist Temple.  The 
Planning Committee worked very hard to prepare the weekend, and all of the participants enjoyed themselves 
very much. 

I have shared a similar story in the past, but during the retreat weekend, I was talking with other ministers.  
They were sharing the matter of how difficult it was to have people step up to leadership positions; to serve on 
the board, to take office, to teach Dharma School, and to become advisors.  They asked how it was in 
Vancouver, and I was pleased to say that we have truly supportive members; folks step up and volunteer!  
They help enthusiastically, especially in times of urgent need.  I was then asked, “Why is this so?”  I said, 
“Because we are all proud to be a part of Vancouver Buddhist Temple!”  I was glad to see my daughter, Sora 
learning to ride a bicycle without the aid of a  training wheel during the weekend.  By seeing Sora’s 
achievement, Ayano the daughter of Rev. Grant Ikuta, minister of Steveston, also succeeded in riding without 
her training wheel.   

There were many workshops, daily services, many fun activities, and food.  Then I was reminded one of 
the story which took place between Ikkyu and Rennyo.  Ikkyu was a famous eccentric Japanese Zen monk-poet 
(1394-1481).  Ikkyu was a very close friend of Rennyo, who is often considered the second greatest Shin 
teacher after Shinran.  Rennyo and Ikkyu were bosom buddies. 

One day Ikkyu sent a letter to Rennyo.  When Rennyo read the letter, there were the same words in 
repetition on each page, “do that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this, do 
that, do this do that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this do that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this do 
that, do this, do that, do this, do that, do this……..(areshite, koreshite, areshite, koreshite……)” and on the 
very last page he ended by saying, “We are so busy!” 

In reply, Rennyo wrote, “eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep 
eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, sleep, eat, sleep eat, 
sleep, eat, sleep…….. (kutte nete, kutte, nete…..)” on many pages, and on the last page, he wrote, “then we all 
die.” 

After Ikkyu read this letter, he just smiled because Rennyo had answered his Koan (Zen question).  The 
letters symbolize how we live every day.  Sometimes, I feel we have too many things to do, and too many 
agendas so that 24 hours are not enough hours in a day to deal with them.  We are so busy, and yet we will all 
die someday.  During the retreat, there are many activities that kept us busy yet there was time enough to 
enjoy, and eat and sleep in between.  The fun weekend went very quickly, in just the same way that half of the 
year has so quickly passed. 

 
Do This, Do That, Eat, Sleep, Namo Amida Butsu! 
 
Tatsuya Aoki 
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Already we are into May. How quickly time 
goes by. Hope everyone is in good health. Our 
Temple has been very busy with many activities. I 
thought I had just written an article for the May issue 
and now June issue is here. Since the May issue, we 
have observed our May Shotsuki and attended the 
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temple AGM in Lethbridge. 

Five directors attended and represented our 
temple at the AGM. 

The AGM was held in the beautiful new 
Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta. Five churches 
amalgamated in order to sustain and promote the 
growth of Buddhism in Southern Alberta. In 
conjunction with the AGM, BTSA held their New 
Temple Dedication. At the Saturday Banquet they 
had 430 registered attendees and on Sunday at the 
Dedication and Memorial Service they had 
approximately 470 members and delegates. There 
were dignitaries from the Alberta Government and 
the Mayor of Lethbridge. BTSA members provided a 
delicious box lunch after the service. 

At the AGM Dave Ohori was elected and Lori 

North was re-elected on the board of directors. Dave 
was later elected by the board to run as the new 
President of the JCBTC. Kuni Ikuta will carry on as 
the past president. Wish to thank the out going 
president Kuni and the new incoming president 
Dave. Thank you for taking on these positions and 
with all your efforts and guidance, Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism will thrive in Canada. Domo Arigato Kuni 
san and Dave san and the board of directors. 

In May the Temple observed Gotan-e and 
monthly shotsuki. May 16-18 will be the Manning 
Park Retreat sponsored by the Living Dharma Centre 
and B.C. Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Churches 
Federation and hosted by Vancouver Buddhist 
Temple. 

In June many activities are planned. Please 
check your calendar for coming events and join us at 
the Temple. 

On Saturday June 20th, we will be having our 
105th/30th Anniversary Golf tournament at 
Musqueam Golf Course so please come out for a fun 
day of golfing. 

Once again thank you for all your support. 
In gassho, Frank Hamanishi 

 

Greetings from the VBT Board 

Last month, the annual Keirokai party was held 
together with the Hanamatsuri Service.  As usual, the 
senior members were recognized for their good 
health and long dedication to our temple.  In 
addition, special gifts were given to all our 77 (Kiju )
and 88(Beiju) year olds. Since most of these 
members were unable to attend the service, Frank 
Hamanishi and Eileen Kitamura personally delivered 
the gifts to members’ homes. 

Thank you  to Frank and Eileen for going out of 
your way!  Gokuro sama deshita. 

In gassho, 
Robert Akune 

Our Honoured Seniors 
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When I was trying to find this story of Ikkyu and 
Rennyo, I also found another story.  This story 
helped me to better understand Dr. Rev. Taitetsu 
Unno and D. T. Suzuki’s dialogue which I shared on 
March and April issue. 

On another occasion, in Kyoto there was a very 
famous pine tree called Very Tortuous (or spiral) 
Pine (Nana magari no matsu).  Ikkyu put up a sign in 
front of the pine tree which read "I am going to give 
a great sum of gold to the person who can see this 
pine tree standing straight".  Everybody tried to see 
how such a twisted tree could be seen standing 

straight.  Some people thought that from some angle 
the tree could be seen straight.  After some time, 
someone told Rennyo about the sign.  Rennyo, 
without seeing the tree, said that he knew the answer 
and asked for the gold.  Ikkyu said that on the 
reverse side of the board there was a warning: "This 
is not valid for Rennyo".  However, when they asked 
Rennyo for the answer he replied: "The answer is 
very simple.  The way to see this tree straight is to 
recognize that it is twisted."   

Tatsuya Aoki 

“The elbow does not bend outward” 3 

Already we are in the month of June and halfway 
through the year 2009!  In mid-May, those attending 
the Manning Park Family Retreat enjoyed a busy but 
fun-filled weekend. 

By the time of this issue being read, Dharma 
School students, staff, and temple members will also 
have served a pasta meal on Saturday, May 30th, for 
150 people at the Living Room next to our temple. 

On June 7th , we will be participating in the Child 
Run at the Children’s Hospital in support of 
youngsters living with cancer.  We look forward to 
many otera members and friends joining the Dharma 

Dharma School 

School students in this effort.  Outdoor service will 
be held near the tennis courts at Queen Elizabeth 
Park following the Run. 

On June 14th, we will be observing Parents’ Day 
service in conjunction with the monthy memorial 
service; on June 21 we will go on a nature walk and 
have outdoor service at Lynn Valley.  Directions to 
the Lynn Valley Ecology Centre will be provided the 
week previous to the outing.  Everyone is reminded 
to bring a bag lunch to enjoy after the outdoor 
service.   The last Dharma School service before the 
summer break and  Final Exercises will  be June 28th. 

Clear skies and warm rays of sunshine touched 
our bodies throughout the day and dark, chilly nights 
with bright twinkling stars brightened our evenings.  
During our Manning Park Family Retreat everyone 
greeted me with warm smiles. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves, meeting old friends and making 
new ones. 

This LDC (Living Dharma Centre) sponsored 
program was attended by 112 participants.  We had 
62 adults, 26 youth (13-25), 16 children (6-12) and 8 
children (5 and under) participating in our pre-2010 
Olympics, winning points for their respective teams.  

We were honoured to have the presence of 6 
Sensei’s who prepared seminars and dharma talks.  
The LDC, JSBTC (Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples 
of Canada) and our BCJSBCF (British Columbia 
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Churches Federation) 
graciously provided funding to have local Sensei’s 
and their families attend. I hope you will look 
forward to submissions and photos in our next issue 
of our newsletter on our website and on the LDC 
website. 

----- in gassho   Gina Chor 

2009 Manning Park Family Retreat 
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TOBAN #2—June and July 
 
Everyone, members and non-members can be a Toban volunteer.  Each Toban is responsible for food 
preparation and clean-up at our Temple.  Toban 2 is responsible for the months of June & July.  In reference 
to our calendar, we have some busy months ahead, so if you are able to spare some time to come in on the 
following dates or even help with baking at home, we would appreciate your assistance. 

June 6 @ 9:00am – Manju Making 
June 14 @ 9:00am – Parent’s Day & Shotsuki 
Monthly Clean Up -TBA 
July 5 @ 10:00am – Toban Meeting 
July 11 @ 9:00am – Bento Box Preparations Day – Prepare lunch 
July 12 @ 8:00am – OBON -Bento Box Prep and Packaging – Prepare lunch 
July 25 @ 9:00an – Manju Making – Prepare lunch 
Monthly Clean-up- TBA 

 
If you require additional information, please call your Toban Captains: Mary Kawamoto 604 876-7693 
 & Ritsu Saimoto 604 266-6178.  Thank you. 
 
If your name appears on the list below, your assistance at the Temple would be appreciated. 

Ms. Kiyoko Hanazawa 
Mrs. Tokiko Hayashi 
Mr. & Mrs. Nahari Joshi 
Mrs. Tomiko Jowett 
Mrs. Tokuyo Kado 
Mrs. Misuko Kadota 
Mr. & Mrs. Mac Kawamoto 
Mrs. Hisako Kawamoto 
Mr. & Mrs. Takehisa Kawasaki 
Mr. Mits Kazuta 
Mrs. Michiko Kitamura 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kitamura 
Mrs. Fujiko Kitano 
Mrs. Hatsue Kobuke 
Mrs. Hatsue Kondo 
Mrs. Kazue Konishi 
Ms. Toshiko Koriyama 
Mrs. Shiori Koyanagi 
Mr. Dick Koyanagi 
Mrs. Yoshiko Koyanagi 
Mrs. Kazue Kozaka 
Mrs. Yoshiko Kubo 
Mr. Takeshi Kumano 
Mrs. Yoshie Kurita 
Mrs. Miyako Kuromi 
Mrs. Shu Ming Lai 
Mrs. Nancy Leong 
Mr. & Mrs. James Leung 

Mr. Toshimi Maruno 
Mr. Doug Maruno 
Mr. & Mrs. Takao Matsunaga 
Mr. & Mrs. Sadao Minato 
Mr. Kazuo Mori 
Mrs. Noriko Natsukoshi 
Mr. & Mrs. George Nishizawa 
Mr. Tom Okada 
Mr. & Mrs. Cy Saimoto 

Ms. Debbie Saimoto 
Mr. Mark Saimoto 
Ms. Laura Saimoto 
Mrs. Tsuneko Soyama 
Mr. Tetsuo Takemori 
Ms. Hisako Watanabe 
Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Yagi 
Mr. Robert Yamaoka 

PARTY, PARTY, PARTY!!! 
June 27, 4pm 
 

Get ready to party!  This year we are having a special Toban party 
for an evening of food, fun and fellowship.  Dave Ohori will head a 
small committee to create one of his famous dinners. 

All of our members are assigned to one of seven toban teams.  It is 
our hope that each toban will have as many as possible of their 
members join us to give thanks to old members and to meet new 
members.  The social evening will start at 4pm with short 
presentations on health and wellness, pharmaceutical and chiropractic 
advise.  Linda Ohama’s film on the Sakura Legacy trees of 
Oppenheimer Park will also be shown. After dinner, enjoy a few 
games of bingo.    

Please plan to join us!  Let your toban captain know that you are 
coming.  Will your toban have the largest attendance? 
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WEST COAST LECTURE SERIES 2009 
On Jodo Shinshu Buddhism 

Sponsored by Living Dharma Centre 

Living Dharma Centre –www.livingdharmacentre.ca, Dr Rev Leslie Kawamura-Director 
Steveston Buddhist Temple- 4360 Garry Street, Richmond BC 604 277-2323 
e-mail: sbt@shawlink.ca, www.stevestonbuddhisttemple.ca, Rev Grant Ikuta-Minister 
Vancouver Buddhist Temple-220 Jackson Avenue, Vancouver BC 604 253-7033 
e-mail: vbc.admin@gmail.com, www.vancouverbuddhisttemple.ca, Rev Tatsuya Aoki-Minister 
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple- 28941 Haverman Rd, Bradner BC  604 856-2078 
Mail: PO Box 12, Mt Lehman Station, Abbotsford BC  

Date Time Presented by: Place of Lecture 

Spring Lecture Series 
Thursday, April 2, 9, 16, 30 

7:00 pm Rev. Grant Ikuta 
Three Pureland Sutras 

Steveston Buddhist Temple 

Saturday, April 4 2:00 pm Rev. Charles Hasegawa 
Stockton Buddhist Temple, CA 

Steveston Buddhist Temple 

Friday, April 10 7:00 pm Rev. Shigenori Makino 
Toronto Buddhist Temple, ON 

Vancouver Buddhist Temple 

Saturday, July 4 2:00 pm Rev. Yoshihide Matsubayashi 
Seattle Buddhist Temple, WA 

Steveston Buddhist Temple 

Friday, July 10 7:00 pm Rev. Daien Soga 
Kahului Hongwanji Mission, HA 

Vancouver Buddhist Temple 

Fall Lecture Series 
Thurs, Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

7:00 pm Rev. Grant Ikuta 
Shinran & Shoshinge 

Steveston Buddhist Temple 

VANCOUVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
105TH ANNIVERSARY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 
Musqueam Golf Course 

3904 W. 51st Ave., Vancouver, BC 
 

Tee Off starting at 1:00 pm 
 

Green Fee, Dinner, & Prizes—$70.00 
 

Everyone come out!   
Join in the fun and enjoy a game of golf. 

 
Please contact: 

Min Koyanagi at (604) 433-3119 
Or the Church Office at (604) 253-7033 

        At Stave Lake Lodge – Maple Ridge  
Friday August 21- Sunday August 23, 2009 

 
Check in Fri Aug 21 @ 4:00pm 

Check out Sun Aug 23 @ 1:00pm 
Cost for 2 night weekend per person: 
Adults $50.00 Dharma School $20.00 

Non-Dharma School: $25.00 

 
RSVP : Thursday August 
13, 2009 @ 604 253-7033 
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Hosted by the newly-formed Buddhist Temple of 
Southern Alberta in Lethbridge, the annual meeting 
election results are as follows. Board of directors 
consists of  Dave Ohori, Itoko Akune, Jim 
Tsukishima, Lori North and Tom Allen.  The 
executive officers are Dave Ohori- president, Itoko 
Akune- vice-president, Jim Tsukishima- treasurer 
and Lori North – secretary. Rev. Shigenori Makino 
was nominated and confirmed to be the Bishop of 
JSBTC in 2010 when Bishop Fujikawa’s term ends.  
The 2010 annual general meeting will be hosted by 
the Steveston Buddhist Temple. 

During the weekend of meetings, a Saturday 
evening banquet was held to celebrate the 
amalgamation of the six neighboring temples into the 
new Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta.  The 
banquet was attended by over 400 members and 
friends which featured an Alberta beef dinner 

followed by some fine entertainment provided by the 
local temple members.  On Sunday a dedication 
service was held in the hondo of the beautiful, just- 
completed temple building, A colorful  Ochigo 
procession of  attending ministers and local children 
preceded the service.  In attendance were some 400 
plus people including the Mayor of Lethbridge, MP 
for Southern Alberta, Member of Alberta legislature 
and other community dignitaries. 

The host temple worked very hard to make this 
annual general meeting, in conjunction with the 
formal opening of their new temple, a very fruitful 
and memorable one for all who attended the 
weekend. 

In gassho, 
Robert Akune 

Highlights of the 2009 Annual General Meeting of the  
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada. 

ChildRun 
Sunday, June 7th. 
9 am—ChildRun  
11:00 am—Outdoor Service 
 
Please support Children’s Hospital by 
making a donation to one of our 
participants in this year’s ChildRun.  All 
donations will go to the Oncology 
(Cancer) department of Children’s 
Hospital.  To donate on-line, go to 
www.childrun.com and follow the links to 
the Vancouver Buddhist Temple team.  
To find the name of one of our team 
members, please contact Team Captain 
Lori North at (604) 939-3460 or email 
to lori.north@gmail.com.   

Mottainai My Ohashi 
(Chopsticks) on Sale!!! 

1 Set—$10    2 Sets—$18    3 Sets—$25 
 

Bring your own ohashi to avoid using waribashi 
(wooden disposable chopsticks) and be 

environmentally friendly!!!  The money raised 
will be donated towards the 750th 

Commemorative Service of  Shinran Shonin 
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SHOTSUKI (Memorial) List—June 
 
June Shotsuki/monthly memorial service will be held on Sunday, June 14th at 10:30 am 

1959 
YAMAMOTO, Koshichi 
1961 
HIRAKIDA, Chiyoko 
MUKUYAMA, Sueko 
1962 
KAWAGUCHI, 
Yoshigoro 
1963 
UI, Kenny 
YAMASHITA, Manjiro 
1964 
TAKEUCHI, Tomiye 
1965 
HUDSON, Irene 
1967 
INOUYE, Kazuo 
1968 
FURUKAWA, Kumakichi 
KASUYA, Toyonari 
NODA, Sueno 
YADA, Kameno 
1969 
HIKIDA, Yazaemon 
1970 
KANEKO, Shojiro 
MIYAGAWA, Ume 
ONO, Yosojiro 
1971 
TABATA, Heizo 
1972 
KONO, Nobue 
MAYEDA, Miyuki 
OHARA, Jo 
1973 
TAGUCHI, Suwa 
1974 
SAKAI, Tokuzo 
TATEYAMA, Sumi 
YAMAKE, Junzo 
1975 
MORITA, Hiroshi 
SUGIYAMA, Yusaka 
WADA, Tsuneko 
1976 
KOBAYASHI, Kanzaburo 

1977 
DOI, Yojiro 
HIRAYAMA, Shigeru 
YUDA, Chiwako 
1978 
LEE, Shion 
MITSUI, Miyako 
NAGANO, Kazuichi 
SHINTANI, Kuni 
1979 
HARA, Shinichi 
KOZAI, Kiri 
1981 
HORI, Tadao 
WAKAHARA, Haru 
1982 
MAYEDA, Hatsu 
1983 
TANII, Kichiji 
TERANISHI, Masuye 
1985 
IWANAKA, Motoi 
KARAKI, Hideaki 
KUMAMOTO, Jun 
NISHIGUCHI, Waku 
1986 
NAKAMURA, Kameno 
SHIKAZE, Yoshio 
TANIGUCHI, Juntaro 
TANIZAWA, Shige 
UYENO, Yukio 
1987 
FUJIWARA, Katsu 
KURAHASHI, Setsuko 
MATSUTANI, Itono 
1988 
SHIMIZU, Kaneyoshi 
1990 
FUJII, Tomoko 
1991 
SATO, Hideo 
MOTOMOCHI, Yoshiko 
YOSHIDA, Teiichi 

1992 
EGAMI, Kimiye 
HAMANISHI, Takeo 
KAWAMOTO, Itoye 
KUMANO, Asaye 
KURAHASHI, Hisako 
NARIWA, Masahiro 
TANAKA, Mizuo 
1993 
MORISHITA, Teiji 
MURATA, Yoshikazu 
YOSHIDA, Alvin 
1994 
TAKUBO, Hisao 
FUJITA, Yasuyoshi 
1995 
INOUE, Tsutomu 
ITO, Misao 
WAKABAYASHI, Mitsuye 
YAKURA, Yukinobu 
YANO, Matsuyo 
YANASE, Katsuhiko 
1996 
SHIMIZU, Aiko 
1997 
KANAYAMA, Shoichi 
SHIKAZE, Yeda 
UYEDA, Miki 
UYENO, Sumio 
1998 
HAMAZAKI, Kazuko 
ODA, Mfasato 
TANAKA, Yoshi 
1999 
MIYAGAWA, Sutekichi 
NAKAGAWA, Yoshio 

2000 
KAZUTA, Kiyoso 
2001 
KOJIMA, Marge 
2002 
ASAOKA, George 
NAKAHARA, Ryosuke 
2003 
FUJITA, Chizuru 
SOGA, Tsuneko 
2004 
SAKAMOTO, June 
2005 
FUKUMOTO, Toshiyuki 
HAMA, Shizue 
FUKUDA, Yoshiko 
MATSUNAGA, Toshiko 
HIQUEBRAN, Harumi 
HIQUEBRAN, Jimmy 
James Hiroshi 
MATSUNAGA, Masami 
2006 
BANDO, Hatsu 
2007 
WADA, Osamu 
2008 
SHIMIZU, Chiyomi 

With deepest sympathies… 
 

The Vancouver Buddhist Temple wishes to express 
its deep condolences for the family of  

Mr. Kiyokazu Takahara  
who passed away on April 25th.  
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JSBTC Update June 2009 From the Office of Bishop 
 
A monthly update from the national headquarters of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada (JSBTC). 
11786 Fentiman Place, Richmond, BC, V7E 6M6.  Ph: 604-272-3330, office@bcc.ca   www.livingdharmacentre.ca 

It was a beautiful day on April 26 in Lethbridge, Alberta, although it was a little chilly.  All the ministers 
and delegates across Canada came together with the local communities in conjunction of Annual General 
Meeting of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada to dedicate the new building of the Buddhist Temple of 
Southern Alberta.  

The service started with the young children’s procession called “Chigo” in traditional costume together 
with all ministers in their ceremonial robes. This was followed by the silent meditation, chanting, singing, 
Dharma Talk and the words of appreciation. The total number of people in attendance must have exceeded 400 
and there was a full house in the Hondo. After the service everyone enjoyed communion over a bento lunch-
box.  

 The guest speaker Rev. Shigenori Makino from Toronto Buddhist Temple quoted the words of Rennyo 
Shonin, “the flourishment of a temple is not determined by the large number of people gathered. It is 
determined by adding one person who has true joy of Nembutsu.”  What a true and wonderful statement this is! 

We tend to spend a lot of time and energy in maintaining our organization and talking about the financial 
situation and the number of membership as the most important agenda item every year, but if you don’t have 
anybody who truly cherishes the Nembutsu, there is no meaning of Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temple. Each of us 
must become such a person. 

May this new temple as well as your local temple be the spiritual home for many generations, may it be a 
hub for the community to gather in, but most importantly may it be a centre where you can come to truly listen 
to the teaching of Jodo Shinshu and hear the voice of the Nembutsu ringing out loud for may years. 

Finally I wish to congratulate and thank Izumi Sensei and the steering committee led by Dr. David Major 
for their joint effort and patience to bring several temples to amalgamate into one impressive temple.  
 
In gassho, namoamidabutsu 
Orai Fujikawa 
 
 
A few notes from the AGM weekend: 

*Rev. Shigenori Makino was chosen as the next Bishop starting in 2010.  
*Dr. Leslie Kawamura joined Ministerial Association as the LDC Director. So now we have 10 Kaikyoshi in 

Canada.  
*Mr Dave Ohori, Vancouver, BC was chosen as the new president of JSBTC.  
*Nice to see Mrs. Grace Nishimura, Nanaimo, BC and her daughter Maya with young children from Maple 

Ridge, BC participated in the weekend celebration. Three generations in one car driving more than 1000 km. 
Also I saw Mrs. Yamagishi, 100 yrs old woman in the weekend.   

*Special thanks go to Rev. Kiribayashi, the supervisor of Hongwanji International Centre, came all the way 
from Kyoto to observe the meetings as well as joining the celebration.  
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COMING EVENTS (continued from the JSBTC Update) 
 
 May  16-18 Manning Park Family Retreat 
          27-28 World Jodo Shinshu Coordinating Council in Kyoto 
 May  28 World Buddhist Women’s Representative Meeting in Kyoto 
 Jul 1 0-25  Hongwanji Youth Tour led by Rev. Grant Ikuta 
 Aug  7-9  Vancouver Island Obon Cemetery Services 
 Sep  15-17  MA Meeting/Seminar in Steveston 
         25-27  BC Buddhist Convention in Kamloops 
 Oct  TBA Overseas Ministers and Lay members’ Seminar in Kyoto led by Rev James Martin 
 Nov 14-15  VBC 105th Anniversary / Alberta Buddhist Convention 
 
2010  Apr 23-25 JSBTC AGM in Steveston 

Greetings from the Valley! 
  

On the weekend of April 24 - 26 Lucy Yoshioka, 
Amy & Roy Nagamatsu and Naomi Shikaze attended the 
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada Annual 
General Meeting in Lethbridge, Alberta.  The meeting was 
held in conjunction with the dedication opening service of 
the Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta.  More than 400 
people attended the Saturday night banquet as well as the 
dedication service the following day.  All the ministers 
and delegates from across Canada were there to celebrate 
this very special occasion as 5 smaller temples 
amalgamated into one.  It was very moving to see many 
people young and old from the Southern Alberta area 
come together to mark this memorable event. 

 Our monthly May service was held on Saturday, May 
9 with Rev. Grant Ikuta officiating.  Rev. Grant as he has 
come to be known will be substituting for Rev. Aoki a few 
times throughout the year.  Many of our older members 
know his father Rev. Kyojo Ikuta as well as his 
grandfather Rev. Shinjo Ikuta and we look forward to 
continue to learn about Jodo Shinshu Buddhism from him. 

   

FRASER VALLEY BUDDHIST TEMPLE NEWS 

Our next service will be on Saturday, June 13 @ 2pm 
with Rev. Aoki.  Following that our Obon service will be 
on Saturday, July 11 @ 3pm with Rev. Aoki and guest 
minister Rev. Daien Soga of Hawaii. 

  
In gassho, 
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple 
 
The Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple gratefully 
acknowledges the following donations: 
0-99 
Eileen Fujita, Mr. & Mrs. M. Araki, Mr & Mrs. Joe 
Tateyama, Jenny Fujita, May Mukaida, Stan & Lucy 
Yoshioka-in memory of Kenny, Mr.& Mrs. H. Honkawa, 
Amy & Roy Nagamatsu-in memory of father, 
Special assessments:Alain Hashimoto, Keiko Hashimoto 
  
100-200 
Teruko Kawamoto-in memory of her husband,  
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Kamimura 
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ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS  
ENTERING COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY IN 2009 

BC JODO SHINSHU BUDDHIST CHURCHES FEDERATION 
POST SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
The BC Federation is offering two scholarships for students enrolling in full-time studies in a post-
secondary institution in September 2009.  These awards are available to any BC student who has been a 
member of any recognized religious organization (Buddhist or Non-Buddhist).  One award is an entrance 
scholarship for a student entering the first year of a four-year (or longer) program.  The other award is 
available to any student in any year of their program. 
 
Application deadline for the scholarships is July 31, 2009.  Application forms may be obtained from the 
Vancouver Buddhist Temple office or by contacting Lori North, Scholarship Committee Chairperson. 
 

OBON  
July 12, 2009 – Vancouver Buddhist Temple  
2:00pm Obon Service    4:00pm Bon Odori 

 
Dear Temple Members…. 
In preparation for our Obon Service on Sunday July 12th, we would appreciate your helping hands at our 
Temple on the following preparation dates: 

Saturday June 6 @ 9:00am – Manju Making for Okumotsu 
Saturday July 11 @ 9:00am – Bento Box Food Preparation for 650 Bento 
Sunday July 12 @ 8:00am – Bento Box Food Prep & packaging 650 Bento 

Thank you in advance for your time, efforts and assistance in making our Temple an enjoyable place to be. 
 See you soon. - 2009 Obon Chairs: Karen Mizushima & Greg Chor 
 
Bon Odori 
 
Dedication, energy, enthusiasm and talent is Mrs Akemi Komori’s gift she shares with us, refreshing our 
memory with the traditional odori dances.  We welcome everyone back and extend an invitation to new 
dancers to join in our “Gathering of Joy” celebrations. 
In preparation for Odori, the dance practices are Tuesday’s & Friday’s from 7:30-9:00pm in our Social Hall. 
The schedule is as follows: 

 
As dates may change, please call our office 604 253-7033 well in advance. – Gina Chor 
 
Please note:  Vancouver Ohakamairi Services will be held Friday July 3rd through Saturday July 4th, one 
week before the Vancouver Obon Service.  Please see the Obon Ohakamairi schedule in the newsletter for 
locations and times. 

Tuesday Friday 

June 16 June 19 

June 23 June 26 

June 30 July 03 

July 07 Date & time to be announced 
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Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple Obon Service 
Saturday July 11th, 2009 at 3:00pm 
 
Cemetery Sites’ Services (ohakamairi) in Fraser Valley (Thursday July 2nd) 
 
Reverend Tatsuya Aoki will be conducting Obon Cemetery Services in Maple Ridge, Whonnock, and Hatzic 
(Mission) on Thursday July 2nd.  Every year, there are very few people attending the services at these sites.  If 
you wish to visit these particular cemeteries for the service and require transportation, we will try to provide a 
car pool.  If you require a ride, please contact the Vancouver Buddhist Temple office, no later than Thursday 
June 25.  Transportation shall be provided for July 2nd only. 
 
If you do not require transportation but would like to join us for the cemetery visitations, we will meet at VBT 
on July 2nd at 11:00am or meet at the cemeteries at the designated times. 
 
The Obon Aldergrove Cemetery Service is Saturday July 11 at 2:00pm. 

Vancouver and Fraser Valley Obon 2009 
 
The Guest Minister for Obon this year is Rev. Daigen Soga of the Kahului 
Hongwanji Mission in Hawaii. 
 
1960 Born Hiroshima Prefecture and Jodo Shinshu temple family 
1983 BA (Jodo Shinshu Major) from Ryukoku University 
1985 Became Kaikyoushi (overseas minister) and joined  
 Hawaii District Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin 
1990 Puna Hongwanji Mission 
2001 Kahului Hongwanji Mission (to current) 

Rev. Daigen Soga 

Discovering Buddhism—Joy TV (Channel 10) 
 
Catch Rev. Fred Ulrich (Manitoba Buddhist Temple) in his half-
hour series on Buddhism.  His 18 part series starts with pre-
Buddhist Buddhism and leads up to Jodo Shinshu Buddhism today.  
His series is shown on Channel 10 (Joy TV) here in the Vancouver 
Area on Wednesdays at 10:30 am, and repeats on Thursdays, at 3:00 
pm and Saturdays at 1:30 pm.  Rev. Ulrich has also participated in 
the Joy TV talk show series “Foundations” (Saturdays at 9 pm) in 
which he and other clergy from other faiths discuss topics and issues 
that affect our lives. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

1 2 3 4 
12:00 pm 
Japanese 
Service 
followed by 
Senior’s Club 

5 6 
9:00 am 
Manju making 

7 
9:00 am 
Children’s Hospital 
Child Run followed 
by outdoor service 
at Queen 
Elizabeth Park at 
11:00 am 

8 9 
 

10 11 
12:00 pm 
Japanese 
Service 
followed by 
Senior’s Club 
 

12 
 

13 
10:00—11:30 am 
Dharma 
Discourse with 
Rev. Aoki 
2:00 pm 
Fraser Valley 
Buddhist Temple 
Parents Day & 
June Shotsuki 

14 
10:30 am 
Parents’ Day / 
Shotsuki Service 

15 
 

16 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

17 
11:00 am 
Nikkei Home 
service & 
visitation 
(Rev. Aoki) 
 

18 
12:00 pm 
Japanese 
Service 
followed by 
Senior’s Club 

19 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

20 
12:00 pm 
VBT Golf 
Tournament 

21 
10:30 am 
Outdoor service at 
Lynn Valley 
Ecology Centre 

22 23 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

24 
 

25 
12:00 pm 
Japanese 
Service 
followed by 
Senior’s Club 

26 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

27 
4:00 pm 
Toban Party 

28 
10:30 am 
Dharma School  
Year End 

29 30 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

July 1 2 
12:00 pm 
Japanese 
Service 
followed by 
Senior’s Club 

3 
7:30 pm 
Bon Odori 
Practice 

4 

June 2009 




