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2009 VBT 10%" / 30" Anniversary

We will be observing the significant occasion of the M @Sniversary since the establishment of
Vancouver Buddhist Temple, in conjunction with the"3hniversary of our building at the current
location. | wish to offer my sincere appreciation and respect to all the former ministers, members, and
others concerned who have supported Vancouver Buddhist Temple over all these many years. We will
have major observances on Novembét 4dd 15' with special guest speaker, Rev. Gene Sekiya, from our
mother temple, Nishi Hongwaniji, in Kyoto, Japan. The anniversary banquet will be held at Nikkei Place in
Burnaby on Saturday at 5:00PM. | understand that people are wondering why it is not held at the temple
but rather at Nikkei Place. The reason is that if we have the banquet at the temple, many of our members
would be needed to set up tables and cleaning up from early afternoon not to mention the need for kitchen
duties. Rather than be concerned with the preparation andugednwould like as many people as
possible to attend our special lecture that day. We will have Rev. Gene Sekiya as well as Rev. Ikuta from
Steveston and Rev. Miyakawa from Okanagan joining us in the afternoon for the lecture. Then we can
relax and enjoy each otherds company over the banc

Vancouver Buddhist Temple celebrated its centennial in 2004 however; it is now facing the challenge
of transcending its ethnic character to becoming a more universal teaching for all peoples; and thereby
fulfilling the universal meaning and potential of its rich Buddhist heritage.

I once read the following passage, iZen monks b
mi ni sters become depraved in the monastic world. oo
longer. When | was in Kyoto, | once visited a Zen temple and asked if | could take a look inside. The
reply from a young monk was, AfWe are occupied wit
another occasion. o I't had the hidden message t hat

to hear it.

Vancouver Buddhist Temple is a place where many activities are held. It is a place where people can
gather and have fun together. However, we should not forget that it is a place where we come together to
listen to the Dharma.

In Passages on the Land of Happinesstten by master Tao h 6 o -645% ibstates:

Those who were been born first, guide those who come later, and those who were
born later, follow those who were born before them, so that the aspiration [of
Tathagata] is continuous and uninterrupted. In this way, limitless numbers of
persons who are wallowing in delusion may attain liberation.

On this significant occasion, we should reflect on and rediscover the lesson of those who were born
before us, and thereby guide those who will come later. May we continue to discoveligigibyng to
the Dharma and together walk the path ofleenbutsu

Namo Amida Butsu,
Tatsuya Aoki, Resident Minister
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Greetings from the VBT Board

Hope everybody had an enjoyable summer break and are raring to get back to work. We have
been very busy with the Obon service and Powell Street Festival. Our Temple picnic was held at
Central Park. Thanks go to Dave Ohori and his crew for looking after the food preparation and the
games. Everybody who attended had a great time at the picnic.

We washed and waxed the floors in the social hall and the kitchen, cleaned and organized the
kitchen storage areas on Saturday Augtist8e would like to thank everybody who came to help
with these tasks. We greatly appreciate all your support.

The planning for our 10830" Anniversary on November £4s well on the way. Tickets for the
event have been distributed to the Toban Captains.

This year, our BCISBCF Convention will be jointly hosted by Kamloops and Vernon with the
convention held at Kamloops Buddhist Temple. Please plan to attend this wonderful event.

Our English editor for the Bodhi Mind, Lori North, after many years of service, due to her new
work schedule is unable to continue as our editor. Thank you Lori for all your hard work and
dedication to the Bodhi Mind.

Please check your calendar for coming events and join us at the Temple.

Once again thank you for all your support.

In gassho,
Frank Hamanishi
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Rev. Aokd Dharma Messagel
Greetings from the Board 2

Dharma School 3

Japan Youth Tour 4

Powell Street Festival/ Obon5 VBT Fall Bazaar 2009

Toban #3 6 Preparation Dates

VBT Golf Tournament 7 Fall will soon be upon us, and it will be time ta

WestCoast Lecture Series 8 get ready for the Fall Bazaar. It takes the efforts

JSBTC Update 9 of many hands to organize and put toget_her our

Fraser Valley Update 10 tBhazaar; your help \{vould be most appreciated pn
. e following dates:

September Shotsuki 11

September Calendar 12 Sat. Sept. 18 9:00 am Manju Making

Sat. Oct. 03 9:00 am Manju Making
Fri. Oct 230 9:00 am Bazaar Prep

$‘> Sat. Oct 248 9:00 am Bazaar Prep
- Sun Oct. 2% 6:00 am Bazaar Day!!
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We hope that everyone has enjoyed the sunny and unusually warm summer these pas
months. It has been the usual busy summer of cemetery visitations, Obon service and dance

Dharma School

t two
, Powell

Street Festival participation, the annual temple picnic, and annual camp at Stave Lake. Thank you to

all students, parents, staff, and Otera members who participated and helped in all these sumr:
activities.

In addition, Stephanie and Courtney Bishop, Lexi and Jenni Chor, Brandon Komori, and

Devin Ohori attended the Youth Retreat along with five other youth from other temples at the
Steveston Otera on the August"eekend. Kyle Ohori and Anthony Chor, along with other
Agraduatesodo of | ast yearés retreat and Jo
the weekend. The closing service on Sunday was planned and carried out by the Retreat part

again impressing the sangha with their composure and standard of conduct. And again, the
wound up with great food, this time hoste
picnic.

Last year6s Youth Retreat graduates fr

were given special recognition at the Dharma School Year End in June for their commitment
willing involvement in otera activities. Congratualtions Anthony and Kyle!

Please note that Dharma School will resume SeptemBeret2use of the late Labour Day weeke
this year. Since Ohigan is being observed on tffeih8tead of the usual Continental Breakfast t¢
start the fall session, we will have a potluck lunch of tH&.2Blope to see you there.
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54" B.C. JODO SHINSHU BUDDHIST CONVENTION

“TRUE COMPASSION IN DIFFICULT TIMES”

CO-HOSTS: KAMLOOPS BUDDHIST TEMPLE
VERNON BUDDHIST TEMPLE

The 54th Annual BC Jodo Shinshu Convention

DATE: SEPTEMBER 26 — 27, 2009

and Vernon Temples. This year, the Vanco

Guest Minister: Seigen Yamaoko Sensei

will

be held in Kamloops and dwsted by the Kamloops

uver

Bishop Emeritus of the Buddhist Churches of America
Registration Fee: $40.00 by July 31, 2009

$50.00 after July 31st

Registration deadline: September 12, 2009

See your temple office for a registration form

or email cameron37@shaw.ca

Convention address:
Kamloops Buddhist Temple
361 Poplar St. Kamloops, B.C.
phone: (250) 376 — 8516

Sponsored by:
The B.C. Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Churches Federation

Buddhist Templevill not charter a bus due to the
high cost for the limited number of people wishing to
attend. However, we are trying to help people by
arranging carpooling. If anyone is interested in
attending and requires transportation to the
convention, please sigmp on the sheet at the temple
office or contact the VBT office by August 31st.
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Japan Youth Tour 2009: An unforgettable experience
by Anthony Chor

Japan was one of the most wunforgettable experi e
Kyle Ohori and I, Anthony Chor, went on a youth retreat to Japan where we had a chance to meet with many
other Jodo Shinshu Buddhist youth and experience the Japanese culture. We spent the week with other
Buddhist youth at the Hongwanji in Kyoto, which is the central temple of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism. We met so
many unforgettable people and visited many places together that by the end of the trip, none of us wanted to
leave. Before our final goodbyes, | was asked to perform a speech, representing Canada, about the week and
my feelings towards the trip and | just wanted to share that with everyone as a way of saying thanks for the
breathtaking experience!
Temples, Gomonshyu 6 o6cl ock servioce, meeting new
communal showers, homestay, immersing in the Japanese culture, and finally, receiving our
Buddhist names.
This week has raced by faster than the Shinkansen bullet train! Meeting all of the

Buddhi st youth from the US, Hawai i, B azi l and
amazing. From visiting beautiful, historic temples, meeting the Gomonshu, visiting Shinran

Shoninds umbilical cord moundé it was all SO
contributed to the best trip to Japan EVER! A

been the most exciting thing ever, we stuck through, closing the gap between countries and
conquering the barrier of tiredness, together, like one big takbyaki

Speaking of takoyaki, the food was pretty good, especially considering how picky |
am. | came to Japan without the intent of trying any new food but | did become a tiny bit
more adventurous, trying a bite of many new foods, sometimes changing my outlook on
them.

And much like my discovery of different foods, many of us discovered automated
toilets and communal bat hs, “wlustashwe shdydhavédt t ur n
worried about the showersé imagine how nervous
families for the weekend, especially with those
many of us, we thought that this expleut einte mi
turned out to be absolutely amazing for many, if not all of the youth. My host family
definitely surprised me and exceeded my expectations. The people that we met were so
amazing, even though their English was fairly |
did not enjoy their stay with their host family.

But now that wedbve reached the end of our we
each other. On this trip, we did not only learn about Japanese culture, but we learned about
Brazilian, Hawaiian, Canadian and American cultures as well.

Il 6m sure that [ can s pdgatikto dllahe mieisteesy yone whe
chaperones and organizers of this trip for all of their hard work.

Cont 6d on page 5
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Powell Street Festival Obon 2009

, . Our annual Obon service was wattended and we received positive
This year our festival was heI_d #lomments regardintpe Dharma talkby our guest speaker, Soga Sens
Woodland Park for the firs We gave Soga Sensei and his wife a gift to recognize the celebration
time. It proved to be a lot 0 their 25th wedding anniversary. Obentos with manju were given to th
work f_or everyone because of t fuho attended the servic850 Obentos were prepared byr wonderful
travelllng involved. I_:or the volunteers who worked tirelessly and cheerfully behind the scenes,
menu this year we de_C|ded not .8ttending to the myriad of details and tasks that comprise our
have the Callfor_m_a tema IObon.SpeciaI thanks tMrs Akemi Komori and all the beautifully yukat
becagse Of. the (_j|ff|cu|ty WItH cjad dancers as well as our Taiko drummer, Wally Oyama. Audience
keeping th.e mgreo_llents C.OI(WG participation of the Tankobushi was encouraged by our Odori MC, Jo
sold manju, inari sushi, CUrMyy 353 who did a wonderful job of introducing each daadgato! We ar{
beef on rice with Sal"’.‘d' corn rE;rateful to be able to say that our Obon was successful and we know
the cob a_nd cold drinks. Our our success is due to the many volunteers,sangha members, Aoki S¢
new location seemed to draWy o secretary,Gina Chor,and digplayersof Bonsai, Sumie, Shuji
more people to the festival WhiQ,,apana; all of whom contribute to our annual Obon experience a

were interested in our delicious, hom e extend a heartfelt thapiu. We have couple of haiku from
food. Thank you to everyong. .. year's Obon:
; :

who made this annual eve
another success.

Butterflies circle
Wave their wings to the rhythm

_ Joyfully dancing
Powell Street Festival

Committee

Aka Tombo
Alights on Chicken Bento
Aloha Obon In gassho,

Greg Chor
and Karen Mizushima

We will definitely take home memories of this phenomenal experience and remember it for
the rest of our lives.

By the way, l dm Ant hony Chor fr omAuCana
revoir, Ciao, Aloha, Sayonara.i Don 6t be sad because i tos
happened. 0O
! Gomonshu: Descendent of Shinran Shonin and the head of the Hongwaniji who gave us our Buddhist names.
2fiHel l ad: Northern Californian Slang for fAVeryo
3 Takoyaki: Popular Japanese Food, an Octopus Ball.

‘“Eh: Canadian slang used as a rhetorical question. The An
SiBad News Bearso: A |line used by a Youth on the Tour to ¢

I hope that it was clear to see that my time spent in Japan was absolutely incredible and | just
wanted to thank everyone again for the wonderful opportunity. Receiving my Buddhist name was an
important event for me because it was an affirmation of me becoming a Jodo Shinshu follower. |

|l 6ve been told that it was a very good name a
all of your support and for making this trip to Japan such a great success and amazing experience
0 AC.

132

of
pse

>

anne

Y

g

that
nsei

nd to

d a, a
over ,
ericans

Xpress

receivedthename ( Sho Ken) which can be transl ated along

nd | 06




VANCOUVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE 6 BODHI MIND
Issue #335, September 2009

Lo
&

E

Toban # 3 is responsible for August & September. Each Toban group is responsible for food preparation
and clearup at our Temple. If you are able to spare some time, we would appreciate your support and
assistance at our Temple at the following events:

TOBAN #3 0 September

-~

Sept 12 I Toban Meeting: preparing lunch
Sept 13 I Fall Higan: preparing lunch
Sept 19 - Manju Making: preparing lunch
TBA - Temple clean up

If your name is listed below, we would appreciate your assistance. If you require additional information or
have any questions, please call your Toban Captains:
Shizuo Tanaka 604 253468 & Tomi Niwatsukino 604 2318996 Thank You

Mr. & Mrs. Akiyasu Masuhara  Mrs. Toshimi Mitsui Mrs. Yachiyo Nishi

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Matsuda Mrs. Tsugi Miyashita Ms. Tomi Niwatsukino

Mrs. Kikuye Matsui Mrs. Michika Mizuno Ms. Asako Nomura

Mr. & Mrs. Otokazu Matsui Mr. & Mrs. Tatsutoki Mizushima Mrs. Mieko Sakata

Mr. Barry Matsumoto Mrs. Kayako Mizuyabu Mr. & Mrs. Mikio Takeda

Mr. & Mrs. Mitsutoshi Matsushita Mr. Akira Mori Mr. & Mrs. Shizuo Tanaka

Ms. Grace Matsutani Mr. & Mrs. Hiroyuki Morimoto Mr. & Mrs. Kenji Tanami

Mr. & Mrs. Ray McDonald Miss Orrin Morishita Mr. & Mrs. Kiyoshi Uyeyama

Miss Frances Minato Mrs. Yukie Morishita Mr. Kazuo Yanagisawa

Mr. Harry Minato Mrs. Tsuyako Nakagawa

Mr. & Mrs. Kaoru Minato Mrs. Fumie Nakagawa

Mr. Hitoshi Mitsui Mrs. Kazumi Nakano

( R WANTED:
5 PIN BOWLERS Items for the silent auction to be held at the VBT
FUJI BOWLING LEAGUE | — 105th Anniversary Banquet, November 14,2009.
Donation suggestions: weekend at your cottage;
Starts on harbor cruise on your yacht; gift items, painting,
. ceramics, etc.; servicgédawn cutting, painting,
Friday, September 11, 2009 window washing, minor household repair, etc.
7:30 PM at Grandview Lanes
New bowlers welcome Please contact:
No experience required. Karen Mizushima
COME JOIN THE FUN !1!1! (604936:3724) |
Lorna Bishop
Please contact (604-931-8796)
Frank Hamanishi
(604) 298 -9285
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VBT Annual Golf Tournameid® Saturday June 20th, 2009

| wish to express my thanks to all who came out and participated in our
annual golf tournament. The weatherman certainly cooperated with beautiful

weather.

Thanks to the VBT for their prize contributions and many, many donatiang
from golfers, associates, and friends. Every golfer received a couple of prizes andV
some won three of four! There were smiles galore. Again, thank you for helping
me distribute prizes after dinner. Special thanks to Frank Hamanishi for helping
me organize this event and helping to purchase all the prizes.

Last but not least, thank you to Socho Fujikawa for leading us through this
wonder and happy event.

In Gasshod Min Koyanagi

Winners List

v

MENOGS KPs

LADI ES6 KPs

#2 Holed Steve Chang

#3Holed Yasuko Yamada

#5 Hole® Frank Hamanishi

#6 Holed Cecilia Chow

#15 Holé® Frank Hamanishi

#14 Holé® Mari Hayashi

#170 Roy Tanaka

#1709 No One

Seniors Closest to the Line on the #9 HadeJack Harada

MEN

LADIES

Longest Drived Steve Chang

Longest Drived Harumi Okamoto

Low Grossd Frank Hamanishi: 66

Low Grossd Fumiko Tabata: 82

Low Netd Akira Tamura: 59.4

Low Netd Yasuko Yamada: 62.8

2nd Low Net® Brad Tak: 59.4

2nd Low Netd Kyoko Anzai: 64.8

Seni or

Donations were received from the following:

Me n 6dsJoelTateyantar6ed s s

Izumi Low

Japan Airlined Rev. Aoki

Greg Chor

Lorna Bishop
John Harada
Biig Financial

May Sato

Sab Nishimura
Sakanaya Seafood

Fujiya

Yamato Trading
Bruce Kazuta

Frank Hamanishi
Min Koyanagi
Kiyoshi Shono

Mrs. Murakami

Mr. and Mrs. Tamura

Mr. and Mrs. Kawasaki

* My apologies
Mr. and Mrs. Okamoto
Dave Ohori

Socho Orai Fujikawa
Mr. and Mrs. Teranishi
Mickey Takeda

Eizo Hayashi

Shizuo Tanaka

Glen Hara

Musqueam Golf

f
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WEST COAST LECTURE SERIES 2009
On Jodo Shinshu Buddhism

(\\ Sponsored by Living Dharma Centre

Date Time Presented by: Place of Lecture

Spring Lecture Series 7:00 pm Rev. Grant Ikuta Steveston Buddhist Temple

Thurs. April 2, 9, 26, 30 Topic: Three Pureland Sutras

Saturday, April 4 2:00 pm Rev. Charles Hasegawa Steveston Buddhist Temple
Stockton Buddhist Temple

Friday, April 10 7:00 pm Rev. Shigenori Makino Vancouver Buddhist Temple
Toronto Buddhist Temple

Saturday, July 4 2:00 pm Rev. Yoshihide Matsubayashi Steveston Buddhist Temple
Seattle Buddhist Temple, WA

Friday, July 10 7:00 pm Rev. Daien Soga Vancouver Buddhist Temple
Kahului Hongwaniji Mission, HA

Fall Lecture Series 7:00 pm Rev. Grant Ikuta Steveston Buddhist Temple

Thurs, Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Topic: Shinran & Shoshinge

Living Dharma Centre T www.livingdharmacentre.ca, Dr Rev Leslie Kawamura-Director
Steveston Buddhist Temple - 4360 Garry Street, Richmond BC 604 277-2323

e-mail: sbt@shawlink.ca, www.stevestonbuddhisttemple.ca, Rev Grant Ikuta-Minister
Vancouver Buddhist Temple -220 Jackson Avenue, Vancouver BC 604 253-7033

e-mail: vbc.admin@gmail.com, www.vancouverbuddhisttemple.ca, Rev Tatsuya Aoki-Minister
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple - 28941 Haverman Rd, Bradner BC 604 856-2078

Mail: PO Box 12, Mt Lehman Station, Abbotsford BC

AFFINITY PROGRAM CARD /\7]@@
a2 Pet Memorial Service

Dear Members,

Ami da Buddhads compassi C
If you have submitted an application for th sentient beings, and our pets are valuable
Affinity Program with Dignity Memorial, th members of our families. Vancouver Buddhist
cards may be picked up at our office. If yg Temple invites you to participate in the Pet
are unable to drop by, please have a famjly Memorial on Sunday, September 20, 2009 at
member or friend pick up and sign for yo 10:30 am. Please bring a picture of your beloved
card. pet to be placed on the Altar.

Thank You.



http://www.livingdharmacentre.ca/
mailto:sbt@shawlink.ca
http://www.stevestonbuddhisttemple.ca/
mailto:vbc.admin@gmail.com
http://www.vancouverbuddhisttemple.ca/
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JSBTC Update September 2009 From the Office of Bishop

A monthly update from the national headquarters of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada (JSBTC).
11786 Fentiman Place, Richmond, BC, V7E 6M6. Ph:B023330, office@bcc.ca www.livingdharmacentre.ca

Ryoichi Yoshida 1960
Kimie Shibata 2months old Dec 29 1927
Hayato Maruno 1941
Kazuyo Koyama 1960
Hiroshi Tanino 19181929
Itsuko Hamanishi Oct 1930May 1931
Yoshiharu Teranishi Baby Oct 1938

The above are the markers that | found at the Nanaimo Cemetery. | have just come back from
Vancouver Island Obon Services at old cemeteries such as Cumberland, Port Alberni, Nanaimo,
Chemainus, Duncan, and Ross Bay in Victoria. As you see there are old gravestones in memory of
many young people in the early pioneer days. It was probably because they used to live in the remote
area far away from the hospitals and also because the parents were too busy to look after young ones.

Whenever | visit those cemeteries, | am reminded of the hardships and challenges that those
pioneers had to meet in the new country, as well as their outstanding perseverance supported by the
Nembutsu, the calling from Amida Buddha.

Shinran Shonin states in his main work of Kyogyoshinsho:

AThe great practice is to say the Name o
practice, embodying all good acts and possessing all roots of virtue, is perfect and

rapid in bringing them to fullness. It is the treasure ocean of virtues that is suchness or
true reality. For this reason, it is cal

Al so he explains the meaning of &égreatd bec
including the ignorant, the sinners, and the weak like ourselves. It is not just for the intellectual elite.
Let us continue to say the Name and meet whatever the challenge may be.

In gassho, namo amidabutsu,
Orai Fujikawa

COMING EVENTS
Sep46 Honpa Hongwanj i MiArmisersann of Hawai i 6s 120

12 Interfaith Gathering, Psearliament of World Religions, Surrey, B.C

1517 JSBTC MA Seminar/Meeting in Steveston, B.C.

25-27 BC Buddhist Convention in Kamloops, B.C
Oct 1112 Visitation to Manitoba Temple

1315 Overseas Ministers and Temple Member sé S
Oct 31 JSBTC Board of Directorsé Meeting in Richmo
Nov 1415 VBC 10%' Anniversary/ Alberta Buddhist Convention in Lethbridge

2010 Cont 6d on page 9
Apr 23-25 JSBTC AGM in Steveston, B.C.







