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 The 2nd Youth Summer Retreat was held at Steveston Buddhist Temple during the 

weekend of August 14th to 16th.  15 Youths and 6 staff members gathered for the weekend.  The 

following six youths were the participants from the Vancouver Temple, and this was their first 

retreat: 

  Courtney Bishop  Lexi Chor  Brandon Komori 

  Stephanie Bishop  Jenni Chor  Devin Ohori 

  

 The other participants were Takuma Go, Kazuma Go, and Dylan Ikuta from Steveston; 

Darcy Kennedy from Fraser Valley; and Josh Baker from Calgary.  We were also fortunate to 

have Anthony Chor (Vancouver), Kyle Ohori (Vancouver), Arthur Ikuta (Steveston), and Austin 

Fisher (Fraser Valley) as assistants to senseis. Their roles were as Youth Leaders, having 

participated and completed last yearôs retreat.  Joanne Yuasa assisted senseis in looking after the 

youths, and the 5 senseis were, Rev. Grant Ikuta, Dr. Rev. Leslie Kawamura, Sensei Makoto 

Ikuta, Sensei Roy Akune, and I. 
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 They enjoyed the weekend immersed in fellowship, experiencing Buddhism and Jodo 

Shinshu.  The youths slept over at the temple for the two nights, allowing for very full days. Our 

mornings started with cleaning up and cooking Obuppan (rice offered to Buddha) at 6 AM, and 

after the morning service, we ate the Obuppan for our own breakfast. They participated in 

workshops on Buddhism, as well as learning and conducting the liturgy and rituals of Jodo 

Shinshu. Some of the most fun parts of the weekend were spent in the kitchen where as groups, 

they took turns cooking the meals.    

 One of the highlights of the weekend was our visit to the Lingyen Mountain Temple on 

No. 5 Road in Richmond.  It is a Taiwanese Temple, and we had a vegetarian lunch prepared by 

the nuns of the temple.  It was an eye-opener for many of the youths, to see the similarities and 

differences between our traditions. 

 The retreat ended with a closing service which was created and led by the youth group, 

and this was followed by the Steveston Temple picnic.  The retreat was funded by Vancouver, 

Steveston, and Fraser Valley Temples.  On behalf of the retreat committee, I would like to 

express my sincerest appreciation to our temples for their support in making the retreat a very 

successful one. 

 

 In gassho, 

 Tatsuya Aoki  


