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Happy 105th Year of Vancouver Buddhist Temple 
 

 Welcome to the last month of year 2009.  Once again, we were filled with many services and 

activities this past month.  We had our annual Fall Food Bazaar on October 25, and many people 

came to help and contributed to our fundraising. 

 I led ten temple members to the pilgrimage to Hongwanji, Kyoto and went on tour to 

Hokkaido.   Buddhist  Churches of  Canada participated in  volunteer  and cleanup activities at 

Hongwanji in 2003, but we were the first individual temple to participate from Canada.  The oldest 

participant was 84 years old and the youngest was 22 years old.  For some, it was their first visit to 

our mother temple, Nishi Hongwanji.  Honzan was very appreciative of our participation and 

extremely gracious in acknowledging that fact.  Everyone enjoyed the whole experience so much so 

that near the end of the tour, everyone was asking me when our temple plans to do a similar 

pilgrimage tour to Hongwanji and famous sites of Japan.  

 We also observed templeôs 105th anniversary of its history and 30th anniversary of the existing 

temple building.  Rev. Gene Sekiya from Hongwanji was our guest speaker, and he gave both 

Japanese and English Dharma talks and seminars on Saturday.  Approximately 230 people came to 

celebrate our anniversary at Nikkei Centre on Saturday evening. We concluded our anniversary 

celebration with the commemorative service on Sunday. 

 As I encounter these busy temple activities, I feel again, that I am very proud to be the 

resident minister of Vancouver Buddhist Temple, because there are so many people who help 

enthusiastically, especially in times of urgent need.  We are able to live this moment and enjoy so 

much in our lives because of the efforts of so many people.  We live within the ñgreat shadeò or 

ñokageò of their lives.  Because of the ñgreat shadeò cast by many people, this temple is successful.  
Because of many peopleôs shade, I am fine. 

 Okagesama de Namo Amida Butsu 

 Tatsuya Aoki 



VANCOUVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE ðBODHI MIND  

Issue #338, December 2009  Page  2 

In This Issueé. 
Rev. AokiðDharma Message 

 Announcements 

Greetings from the Board /  

105/30 Weekend 

Dharma School  

Japan Youth Trip Essay ð 

 By Anthony Chor 

Announcements 

Toban #5 

JSBTC Update 

Fraser Valley Update 

Manning Park 

December Shotsuki List 

December Events Calendar 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

  

   

 AFFINITY  PROGRAM CARD  

 

 Dear Members, 

 

               If you have submitted an 

application for the Affinity Program with 

Dignity Memorial, the cards may be picked 

up at our office.  If you are unable to drop 

by, please have a family member or friend 

pick up and sign for your card. 

                                                                                                        

Thank You. 

 
SHE has arrived!!    
Congratulations to 
Sensei, Yukari -
san, Sora and 
Sakura.    
Baby Yuki -chan 
was born  

Wednesday, 
November 18th, 
weighing in at 6 
lbs. 6 ozs.    Both 
Mom and baby 
doing fine.  

SENIORôS CLUB ï BONENKAI 2009 
 

 

 

 

You are welcome to attend our Year End Party 

Thursday December 10, 2009 at 11:30am in the 

Social Hall at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple. 

Bento lunch is $10.00/per person.  

 

If you wish to join our party, please contact: 

Mrs Chieko Nishi 604 255-2533 

Ms Asako Nomura 604 527-0375 

Please register by Thursday December 03, 2009 

 

Our Vancouver 

Buddhist Temple 

Choir at the 105th 

Anniversary 

Banquet 
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Greetings from the VBT 

Board  

  
On behalf of the VBT Board, I wish to thank Fall 

Bazaar co-chairs Dave Ohori and Joanne Yuasa for a 

job well-done in looking after the Bazaar 

preparations and the bazaar itself. I also would like to 

thank all the volunteers who were out from 

Wednesday till Sunday to prepare all the food for the 

bazaar. Many thanks to the helpers who were out on 

Sunday. Without all the efforts by all our members 

and volunteers we would not be able to prepare the 

food in time for the 12:00 noon opening. Thank you 

everyone for another successful Fall Bazaar. 

I also wish to thank all the individuals and 

commercial establishments for their generous 

donations. Thank you letters will be sent out by our 

bazaar co-chairs. 
                            

VBT 105th/30th Anniversary Banquet  

and Service  
On Saturday Nov. 14th, Rev. Gene Sekiya 

from Kyoto, Hongwanji, Rev. Y. Miyakawa of 

Okanagan Kyoku and Rev. Grant Ikuta of Steveston 

Buddhist Temple were our speakers for the Dharma 

Gathering. We had over 30 people attend the 

morning session and about 45 people for the 

afternoon session. Thank you Senseis, for your 

Dharma Talks. Saturday evening Banquet started at 

5:00 PM at Nikkei Centre. We had approximately 

230 people attend the banquet, including invited 

guests Consul General of Japan Hideki Ito and 

JCCA President Ron Nishimura. We had our 

Dharma friends from Kelowna, Kamloops, Fraser 

Valley, Steveston and White River, Washington join 

us for the banquet. The celebration committee with 

the guidance of Rev. Aoki worked hard and saw the 

culmination of their efforts come to fruition with a 

very enjoyable and successful banquet. Committee 

members thank you and have a well deserved rest. 

Delicious meal was catered by Chef Mr. Yamamoto 

of Hi-Genki Restaurant, Nikkei Centre. I wish to 

thank all the individuals and businesses who 

generously gave us donations for our Silent 

Auction.  

Many thanks go out to all the people who 

generously bid on the items and buying the 50/50 

tickets. I think we did well for our first try at having 

the silent auction. Special thanks to MC Greg Chor 

for keeping our evening running smoothly. Minasan 

domo arigato gozaimashita. 

On Sunday Nov. 15th, the Commemorative 

Anniversary Service started at 10:00 AM with an 

Ochigo Procession. Thank you to Mrs. Joyce Chan, 

Mrs. Keiko Oyama and Mrs. Akemi Komori for 

dressing the ochigo children; they were kawaii in 

their costumes. With the inclement weather they did 

their walk in the social hall before proceeding into 

the Hondo. 

Service started at 10:30 AM with Dharma 

Talk by our guest Minister Gene Sekiya. Thank you 

Sensei, for taking the time in your busy schedule 

and spending the weekend with us. We wish more 

people had taken the time to attend our special 

anniversary service. Otoki was prepared by our 

Toban Groups. 

Please check your calendar for coming 

events and join us at the Temple for our services. 

Once again, thank you for all your support. 

In gassho, Frank Hamanishi 

NEW YEARôS EVE ï December 31, 2009 

10:00pm ï New Yearôs Eve Service 
at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple  

followed by the 

11:30pm Bell -Ringing Service  at the 

UBC Asian Studies Centre  

                (Free Parking) 
 

 
 
 
Vancouver Buddhist Temple has been hosting this 
annual event for over 15 years at the UBC Asian 
Studies Centre.  This traditional event is observed to 
express gratitude for the past year and the bell 
ringing ceremony represents the symbolic ringing 
away of manôs 108 passions.  It is a reminder of the 
need to free ourselves from self-centeredness as we 
face the New Year.  Reverend Tatsuya Aoki will be 
officiating again this year.  Following the bell-ringing, 
Ama-zake, a traditional warm, malted-rice drink will 
be served.   -- Gina Chor  
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 We gathered, we wined, we dined and we emptied our wallets! We celebrated by listening to 

the thoughtful Dharma talks of our guest minister from Japan, Sekiya Sensei and our own BC 

ministers. This anniversary celebration was an opportunity to honor the efforts of all those who have 

gone before us as well as our seniors and our youth who are tomorrow's leaders. We received many 

positive comments on how delicious the HiGenki banquet was and how much fun the dancing and 

auction were. Our sincerest thanks to all who donated their services, goods and time and a special 

thank you to all who attended to make this event a success. We are also very grateful for the many 

helping hands on Saturday night; together you produced order and sanity out of chaos and panic and 

allowed Nori, Lorna and me to postpone wearing our slippers until the very end of the evening! Our 

warmest thanks to Greg Chor, our MC, who brought out the best in the evening and in each one of us. 

A Sangha that plays together, stays together. Let us look back on our past with deepest gratitude; let 

us look to our future with shining hope and anticipation and let us look to our present with 

renewed commitment to building our temple and cherishing our wonderful Dharma and strengthening 

our golden chain of Sangha friends and supporters.  

  In gassho, 

 Karen Mizushima,  

 on behalf of your 105/30 Anniversary Committee 

 

The Vancouver Buddhist Temple gratefully acknowledges the following individuals, families, and 

businesses for their generously donated items for the Silent Auction during the 105th Weekend 

Banquet. �<�R�X�U���J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�V�V���R�I�����6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�¶�V���%�D�Q�T�X�H�W�����7�K�D�Q�N���<�R�X�� 

 

 
 

105 years by the Dharma 

Keeping 

30 years in our Temple 

Building 

Mas Hori                    

Glenhaven Memorial Chapel 

Kayoko Hayashi            

Dave & Keum Soon Ohori 

Akemi Komori             

Baxter-Kobe Florist 

Pauline Meugens        

Bob Yamaoka 

John Harada               

Greg and Gina Chor 

Kaz Koyanagi              

Mary Kawamoto 

Hanamo Florist            

Maya Kurita   

Joyce Chan                  

Sharon Chan 

Molly Akune                  

Wendy Akune 

Eileen Kitamura            

Pat Hamanishi 

Steve Nishi & CBS Parts Ltd. 

Steve Lee        

Yoshika Yoneda 

Fujiya                     

Lucy&Stan Yoshioka    

Frances Minato 

Min Koyanagi                

Tim Hirata  

Brian May                      

West Marine & Izumi Low  

Cathy Nishikawa            

JET & Orrin Morishita  

Sunrise Soya 

Foods                        

George Nomura 

Kay Komori                     

Seafood City 

Great West Paper Co.    

Karen & Tatsu Mizushima 

Nori Sugimoto                 

Lorna Bishop 

BIIG Financial Co. Ltd.   

 


