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New Yearôs Greeting 
 

 As the year of 2009 draws to a close, it is a time to reflect back and quietly  

contemplate the year we have just lived through.  It has been a year of many  

changes -many endings and new beginnings, many partings and new meetings. 

 

 It has been a year in which many of us have experienced great loss,  

yet it has also been a year of tremendous growth and deepened commitment  

to our faith, our family and our friends. 

 

 As we observe Joya-e (New Year's Eve Service) and Shusho-e (New Yearôs Service), my family and I 

would like to express our gratitude to our many members and friends here at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple 

for another wonderful year. 

 

We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Holiday Season, and a Very Happy and Healthy 2010! 

 

Namo Amida Butsu, 

Tatsuya Aoki 

 

  HǽONKǽ SERVICE 

 

          HǾonkǾ, meaning ña gathering            

  to express our indebtedness            

  and gratitudeò, is a memorial            

  service in memory of Shinran     

             Shonin, and is an occasion to 

express our gratitude to Amida Buddha for 

having awakened us to lifeôs supreme meaning.  

HǾonkǾ is the most important Jodo Shinshu 

observance in Japan.  At the Honzan, or mother 

temple in Kyoto, HǾonkǾ is a week-long 

observance from the 9th through the 16th of 

January.  HǾonkǾ is one of the principal 

holidays in which one participates in the art of 

ñhearing the lightò through listening to 

sermons, talks, ritual and Sangha fellowship. 

 
Excerpt from the book Traditions of Jodoshinshu 

Hongwanji-Ha by Masao Kodani & Russell Hamada 

 

We welcome you to our Sunday January 

10th, 10:30am HǾonkǾ and Shotsuki service 

with our guest speaker, Reverend Grant 

Ikuta.  
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AFFINITY  PROGRAM CARD  
 

Dear Members, 

If you have submitted an application for the Affinity 

Program with Dignity Memorial, the cards may be 

picked up at our office.  If you are unable to drop by, 

please have a family member or friend pick up and 

sign for your card. 

                                                                                                        

Thank You. 

Seasonõs Greetings from 

the VBT Board  

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Aoki Sensei and Yukari 

for baby girl Yuki who was born on November 18th. 

Best wishes from all the members of the VBT. 

Thank you Aoki Sensei for all your 

guidance and efforts through out the year.  It is very 

much appreciated. 

On behalf of the VBT Board, I wish to 

thank each and every one of you for all your support 

throughout the year. With all your support and 

efforts, we have had a very full and successful year. 

Minasan domo arigato gozaimashita. Thank you 

very much. 

Thank you for your attendance and 

participation in the monthly Shotsuki services, two 

Bazaars and the annual Powell Street Festival. 

Thank you to all who helped and participated in our 

105th/30th Anniversary Celebrations. 

December will be a busy month with our 

annual mochi tsuki on December 20th starting at 

9:00 AM. December 31st is our New Yearôs Service 

at VBT and Bell Ringing Service at UBC. January 

1st 10:30 AM at VBT will be our New Yearôs 

Service. Please come out and join us for these 

events. 

Also wish to thank all the individuals and 

commercial establishments for their generous 

donations throughout the year. Thank you very 

much for all your support. 

On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist 

Temple Board of Directors and myself, thank you 

once again for all your support. 

Please check your calendar for coming 

events and join us at the Temple for our services. 

May the year 2010 bring joy, happiness and 

good health. May we cherish our daily life with 

deep appreciation and gratitude. Seasons Greetings 

and Best Wishes for 2010. 

In gassho, 

Frank Hamanishi  

Winter Greetings from the  

Membership Committee  
 
  As 2009 comes to a close we would like to 

thank everyone for their support and participation at 

our Temple.   

  In 2010, there will be a big celebration in 

Japan commemorating the 750th Anniversary for 

Shinran Shonin.  At this time we would like to ask 

all our members to help contribute to the Canadian 

donation as we are expecting to send along $10,000 

from the Vancouver Temple. 

  This yearôs membership fees will stay the 

same at $75 per person or $150 per couple.  We are 

accepting membership fees for 2010 as of now. 

  When sending in your 2010 membership 

fees you may wish to add your contribution to the 

Shinran Shonin Anniversary fund. (You will receive 

a tax receipt).  Please check off or fill in whatever 

amount you would like to donate. 

  Thanking you very much for your 

anticipated donation. 

Correction 
 

 The Publication Committee deeply regrets 

the accidental omission of Japan Airlines from the 

list for the 105th Anniversary Silent Auction donors 

published in the December 2009 edition of the 

Bodhi Mind.  

 We apologize for any misunderstandings 

this may have caused.  

 In Gassho,  

 Joanne Yuasa,  
 on behalf of the Publication Committee  
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Dharma School  

  The Bodhi Day gift bags of chocolate Santa Clauses, candy canes, and mandarin oranges  

  seemed to herald the first snow of the season that gently fell as Dharma School students and 

  temple members, friends and family enjoyed the delightful otoki  lunch that followed the  

  morning service.  As foreign as snowfall would have been in Bodh Gaya where Shakyamuni 

  was said to have attained awakening, the soft sheet of white on the streets and trees by the 

otera made it a memorable day as it is for Buddhists the world over who give thanks for the fact of his 

Enlightenment. 

 The day was also made extra special by our first introduction to Baby Yuki Aoki, born November 18th, 

new sister to Sora and Sakura.  And fittingly, ñYukiò is ñsnowò in Japanese ï now how perfect is that?!   

Yuki-chan charmed all who saw her without uttering a sound. 

 As the year winds to a close, we thank Aoki Sensei and the Sangha for their guidance and support.  We 

wish everyone a safe, warm, and happy holiday season and look forward to a new year of learning and growing 

together.  

  

 On November 22, members 

of the Vancouver and Steveston 

Buddhist Templesô Dharma Schools 

joined the Fraser Valley Buddhist 

Temple Dharma School for a unique 

Sunday Service. We were warmly 

greeted by the Fraser Valley Temple 

members and were enchanted by 

their lovely little temple in the midst 

of the far-reaching openness of the 

farmland surrounding it.   

 We were treated to a lively Dharma Talk 

by Roy Akune Sensei, followed by an engaging 

Adult Dharma Session with Grant Ikuta Sensei. 

Meanwhile, the children joined Aoki Sensei for a 

very musical Dharma Class.  

 The  morning ended with a hearty potluck 

lunch over which new friends were made and old 

friends socialized and did some  

ñcatching-upò. 

 We are grateful to the  

FVBT Dharma School and Sangha  

for their hospitality, and we hope  

There will be more events like this  

in the future! 

Please  note that the Dharma School Hoonko Service on Jan. 10 at VBT and Jan. 

17 at Steveston Buddhist Temple BOTH start at 10:00AM. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 




