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Cherry Blossoms

Due to the very mild weather we experienced this past winter,
blossoms have begun blooming earlier that usual. Oppenheimer |
front of our temple isstill in the process of redevelopment. The ch
blossoms have bloomed beautifully and are already beginning to
the ground. It reminds me of 3
ordination and an incident which took place at a meeting a few year

| had traveled to San Francisco with Bishop Orai Fujikawa to attend the World Jodo
Coordinating Council in 2008. All the Bishops from the overseas districts and from our Mother 7
Hongwanji, had gathered for the meeting. The meeting went very smoothly, and indeed, we wer
conclude the meeting before the scheduled time. Therefore, we had two hours to spare befo
Everyone wondered what we could do with this time. One of the Sochos suggested we watch a D
Shinranshonin, who is the founder of our school. The Hongwanji had made an animated movie ill{
Shinrans honi ndés | i fe to mark his 750th commemor at

There are a number of legends surrounding his life, one of whi
a tale concerning his tonsure. When told that the ceremony to initiat
into the monkhood would be held off until the next day, it is said that t
young Shinran composed the following poem on the spot:

ACherry blossoms that are felt

To last till the morrow,

May well blow away

During the nighto.

We ministers know this story very well, and were expecting to hear the animated Shinran r¢
poem. However, just at this point in the story, the DVD froze. We waited 30 seconds, which stretg
several minutes, but the DVD would notgtart. We tried a few things to get it to start playing again
not hing worked. I n the end, we gave up and t
tomorrow! o0 Needless to say, this was a joke
Shinranés poem expresses how i mpermanent the
next time. However, in reality, there may not be. Indeed, the next day, we were not able to watch t
the movie.

We all live such busy and hectic lives. Our days are filled with more places to be and things tg
ever before. In our wonderful lives, we tend to take for granted all too easily, all that we have. And
granted especially, the people we | ove. We mu
be another time to do so. It is a reminder for me to take a moment to realize this precious time | a
live.
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Apr il Reading from Rennyo Shoni n:
As part of the Japanese service on Thursdays, a llett
Every month, a different letter is read; the following is a translation of the Letter that was read in the month of. April (4)
The Letter titled AHunting and Fishingo (3) was tlhe
for its omission from the March Bodhi Mind.

4. [Journey in the Snow, 15] 1 5

From the beginning of this year a large number of people, both monks and laypeople, men and women| from tt
three provinces of KagaNotd’, and Etchg, have been flocking to this mountain at YoshiZakieel uneasy about the
state of mind of each one of them.

The reason | feel so is, to begin with, that in the teaching of our tradition the cause for birth in the land af bliss i
attainment of the entrusting heart of Other Power, But there is hardly anyone in this school who has definitely gttained
How then could these people ever expect to be born with ease in the fulfilled land? This is the matter of the greatest
importance.

In what state of mind have these people come here in spite of this snow after having managed to comp|ete the
long journey of five or ten? | am most concerned about this.

! Southern half of present Ishikawa Prefecture ® Present Toyama Prefecture
2 Northern half of present Ishikawa Prefecture * An area on the northern border of Ecihzen (present Fukui Prefecture)

3 [Hunting and Fishing, 1-3]
The important point of the settled mind in our tradition does not lie particularly in refraining from evil thqughts
or keeping delusory thoughts and attachments from arising.
We may just carry on trading, working as servants, hunting or fishing. If we deeply realize that the Primal Vow
of Amida Tathagata promises to save such evening, in our daily engagements, deluded under the influence of pur evil
karma,andifwesinglaear t edly entrust ourselves to Amida Bugddheze
having firm assurance of our emancipatiasince such a single thought of entrusting is sincere, we will certainly be
saved by the Tathagata.
Beyond this, in what state of mind should we say the nembutsu? We should say the nembutsu as long|as we
live, acknowledging our deep indebtedness to the benevolence of Amida who saves us by settling our birth thropugh the
endowment of the power of entrusting which we thus receive.
Such peaople are called practicers with the entrusting hurt who have attained the settled mind of our tradition.
Humbly and respectfully.
18" day of the 1% month, ¥ year of Bunmei (1471)

April 9 (Fri) 7:00PM "Meditation Marathon - Nembutsu Recitation"

On Friday, April 9, from 7:00pm to 8:30pm, the Vancouver Buddhist Temple will be hosting a short lecture,
followed by a workshop on Walking Meditation Nembutsu. The guest Sensei will be Reverend Dennis Fujimoto of the
IdahacOr egon Buddhi st Templ e. I'n conjunction wi™™émotil, s t e
j’ne and his Sangha spent 12 hours in Walking Meditation in their Hondo. This is a walking meditation during which the

walkers meditate on, and recite the Nembutsu. Walkers sigmed
for a window of time; people joining and leaving the procession in

the Hondo, until the morning service began.

T The workshop at the VBT will start with an introduction
NI and instructions, after which the participants will be trying the

1 Walking Nembutsu. We hope this workshop will encourage
members to join our very own Meditation Marathon, which will be
practiced at our BCIJSBTF Convention in conjunction with our
commemoration of 'SMemorial aMeekeBdto ni r
be held at Steveston Buddhist Temple Septemb&622010.
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Message from the VBT Board

On Saturday March"6we had our Toban Meeting 10Board of Directors 2010/2011

plan for the next two month activities for Toban #7 an
plan for our Spring Bazaar.

Our second manju making day in preparation for
Spring Bazaar was held on Saturday MarcH. 13Ve
made approx. 2400 manju. Thank you to everyone
came out to help with manju making. Your efforts
very much appreciated.

On Sunday March 14th at 10:30 AM we had
Spring Higan/Dana/Shotsuki Service. At the sen
Socho Fujikawa presented the certificate from
Hongwaniji to honor Mr. Cy Saimoto receiving the Or
of Japan. After the service, we had our Thank you Ly
for Socho and Mrs. Fujikawa for their many years
dedication and service to our Temple and Temples a
Canada. About 160 people came to the service an
lunch. Thank you and compliments to Chef Dave andg
crew of helpers for a very delicious lunch.

Our Spring Bazaar will be on Sunday March"2
Bazaar day preparations will be on Friday and Satu
March 26 and 27 starting at 9:00 AM and Sunday stal
at 6:00 AM. Please come and join us and lend U
helping hand. Whatever time you can spare is grd
appreciated.

Friday April 9" at 7:00 PM at VBT will be a lectur
by Rev. D. Fujimoto. Sunday April f1is our
Hanamatsuri, Hatsumairi and Keiroukai with gu
minister Rev. Fujimoto. Please join us for the service
the party.

On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple Bo
of Directors and myself, thank you once again for all y
support.

JSBTC AGM weekend is April 23, 24 and ™
Steveston.

Please check your calendar for coming events
join us at the Temple for our services.

In gassho,
Frank Hamanishi

| i9ancouver Buddhist Temple

O¥oard of Directors for the term of February 2010

through February 2011.

Wi IM .
olly Akune, Robert Akune, Martha Banno, Lorna Bishop,

alrE‘reg Chor, Frank Hamanishi, John Harada, Bill Kajiwara, M

Kawamoto, Kay Komori, Min Koyanagi, Terry Koyangi, Hen
PUTow, 1zumi Low, Harry Minato, Karen Mizushima, Harry
1Q@izuta, David Ohori, Tsutomu Omoto, Noriko Sugimoto, Miki
theanaka, Shizuo Tanaka, Roy Tatsumi, Kaz Yoshida & Joan
leYuasa.
nch

dgxecutives for 20162011 term:
:rgégsideml:rank Hamanishi
f e President$ David Ohori & Greg Chor

.reasurerHenry Low

@%cretary Robert Akune

s Resident Minister: Tatsuya Aoki Sensei
rday
t?gmmittee Chairpersons for 2010:

ary
ry

Frank Hamanishi, Bob Akune
Greg Chor, Karen Mizushima
£3. Bodhi Mind Joanne Yuasa, Aoki Sensei

4. Dharma School Lorna Bishop, Karen Mizushima
dst Sunshine Committee Min Koyanagi

&dSeniors Mike Yamamoto

at¥spring Bazaar
2. Obon

7. Naijin Shizuo Tanaka, Roy Tatsumi
Flower Committee  Martha Banno

..Membership Izumi Low

Y Toban Tsutomu Omoto
11. Wo me n 6 Martfrae8anno
12. Karaoke Shizuo Tanaka
13. Shigin Shizuo Tanaka
aad Website Greg Chor, Joanne Yuasa
15. Funeral Bob Akune
16. Shotsuki Nori Sugimoto
17. Investments Greg Chor
18. Operations/Maintenance  Roy Tatsumi
19. Powell Street Festiv@reg Chor, Lorna Bishop
20. Fall Bazaar David Ohori, Joanne Yuasa
21. MacPherson Walk Greg Chor
22. Education & LDC  Greg Chor, David Ohori, Bob Akune
23. Membership Development Greg Chor, Eddie Au
24. Social Club Nori Sugimoto
25. Manning Park Retreat Greg Chor, David Ohori
26. Summer Camp/Stave Lake David Ohori, Greg Chor
27. Picnic David Ohori, Greg Chor
28. Mochitsuki Henry Low & Izumi Low
29. Golf Tournament ~ Min Koyanagi, Frank Hamanishi

30. VBT History Book Bob Akune
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Thank you Socho and Mrs. Fujikawa

We may not be satisfied with the way our lives go because we are creatures of illusion. However, Buddhist
teachings enable us to realize the interconnectedness of all life, and the finite nature of human existence, with courage
and joy. They also help us over c dhisdsaveceotisgringcgaotedrond e nv
Socho Orai Fujikawa.

How do you say thanitou to SochoFujikawa who is retiring? If you're a poet, you cowldte a poem or
if you're acomposer, you could write a song like To Sir With Love. If you'Shigin member, you shigin and thdtsw
we began our Appreciation lunch for Socho FujikaBefore our lunchSocho Fujikawavas our guest minister at our
Spring Ohigan Servicend he gave Dharma talks in b&hglish and Japanedde shared one of his favouringlish
Dharma talks; a humoroasd insightfulstory of asangha membeavho snores as r&eeps during the Dharma talk only
to awaken andtand at amappropriate time. Rather than being laughed at, this man has the presence ofpwinid to
out that Amida Buddha and the Sensei are also standing, so he is in good company.

We extend our warmest thanks to Socho Fujikan@ Mrs Minako Fujikawa for their untiring efforts,
leadership and commitment to our temple and delictolinary expertiseland we wish them mudiappiness and good
health in the future.

The VBT Shigin Club

VANCOUVER BUDDHIST

Socho and Mrs. Fujikawa cutting cake as VBT President

Frank Hamanishi looks on. TEMPLE
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Las Vegas and Cruise SATURDAY JUNE 12, 2010
3 nights in Las Vegas and 3 nights MUSQUEAM GOLF COURSE
aboard the Amsterdam 3904 W. 51 . VANCOUVER, B.C.

Monday, April 26 8 Sunday, May 2, 2010 TEE OFF STARTING AT 12:00 NOON

Package Price starts at $609 CAD. Taxes and Fee
$210 CAD [/ person additional. qﬁ'z:aEf\”:éEE’D”ﬁNE%ANHBRéZFS
persond (based on doubl el occ uFFEARBEANNDUNCEDAATERG i an Dol |
Rates include Vancouver airfare, hotel, and cruise EVERYONE COME OUT AND JOIN IN THE FUN

accommodation and transfers. | AND ENJOY A GAME OF GOLF.
Space at lower rates is limited so early booking|is Please contact

advisable. A detailed flyer is available at the Temple. MIN KOYANAGI AT

Contacts: Cruises Abroatl 604-266-0008 = (604)433 -3119
Nori Sugimotod 604730-2684 Q\%\f\f» or Temple Office at

Gina Chor & 6042537033 —— 2 (604)253 -7033

1°ZJ
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=~ Keiroukai Celebration on April 11, 2010, at our Temple

We wish to acknowledge 7hirthdays as well as each ensuing year, to the oldest members of our Sangha. We
/ would also like to recognize anyone who will be celebrating their 100th year. If you know of any of our
/ members who will be celebrating their f0@ear, please contact the VBT officeéfi4 2537033 byApril 5th .

Keiroukai is an annual celebration to recognize the senior members of our sangha. We pay respects to those who h
survived difficult times to sustain our wonderful teachings. Under very trying economic times and during periods in ot
history of ethnic differences as shown by the evacuation of all people of Japanese origin during World War 1l. Ot
seniors not only survived but succeeded to make enriched lives for themselves and for their families. They carried |
same energy and spirit of "Gambaru" to sustain and further the growth of Shinshu teachings to all of us. For that we
thankful and the Keiroukai occasion is our way to say "domo arigato gozaimashita."

.............................................................................................................................................................................

Hatsumairi
April 11, 2010 Shop and Support
o Gift Cards :
: Hat sumai r i i n Japaneise ORFirst visit t d
:Templed and i S a cerenhoiny i n whi ch infants ar e
: formally presented to Buddha. At our Temple, this : Gift cards will be available for ~ :

i happy occasion is celebrated during Family Ser\zlce purchase at Temple events all year long to raise funds

i which will take place on Sunday April 11, 2009atdur for the Jodo Shinshu Buiddhi
: 10:30am Service. : When you purchase the gift cards, you get the full value

: We invite all infants and their proud families fo of the card and the WF will automatically receive a
i take part in this joyous tradition. To register, please percentage of your purchases. Use the cards for yotr

i contact our office at 604 258033 or email i i everyday shopping or gift giving. Participating dealefs

i vbc.admin@gmail.com i i include:

: ~ HE

« i i Great Canadian Superstogefull list of

ﬂ Shoppers Drug Mart participating

ﬁ i i1 White Spot businesses are

SO e=rcs USRS S 3 SIS available upon request;

. 1 Esso from Lorna Bishop :

VBT Families help 1 Shell ¢é and amKargn Mineshirea! i

. . .
. .
. .
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000ccssscsccccccsss

On Saturday February 27th, Vancouver
Buddhist Temple prepared a hot meal for the LivingvBT Youth and parents plating lunches for neighbours
Room located next doorThis annual event was to help
out people who are less fortunate bringing together
friends, families and temple members. We had a great
turnout consisting of 37 volunteers in totalhe meal
that we prepare every year consists of: pasta with meat
sauce, garlic bread, salad, and fortune cookies for
dessert. The parents and adult volunteers prepared and
cooked the meal and most of the youth and children
served the meal to the people of the Living
Room. Everyone at the Living room was very thankful
for the delicious meal and efficient service; all around,
there were many smiling faces. Thank you for
everyoneods hard work and dedication in the organi zal
and preparation of this evenOnce again, we were able
to make this year's event huge success.

L. /|
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