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En ( ) 

 

  

  Welcome to the month of May.  April was very busy month for me as we had Hanamatsuri,  

  Hatsumairi, Keiroukai, and Shotsuki Memorial services, besides having to prepare and attend the 

  Ministersô meeting and the National AGM.  At the closing service of the meeting weekend, Rev. 

  James Martin, resident minister at Calgary Buddhist Temple, talked about En. 

  

 En is often translated and interpreted as ñcauses and conditionsò, ñdependenceò, ñencounterednessò, etc.  

Rev. Martin shared a Dharma Talk given by Rev. Kyojo Ikuta in Calgary.  Rev. Ikuta explained that in the 

Japanese Kanji character for En ( ) , the left side of the character represents ñthread.ò(). This explanation 

struck Rev. Martin, as this created an image of the concept of En. 

  

 Rev. Martin asked us in his Dharma Talk, ñWhy are you here?ò, ñWhat brought you here?ò This made us 

all stop and think.  The many causes and conditions which connect us to each other is the thread.  Would we be 

there if it werenôt for the people 100 years ago who built up the Jodo Shinshu Temples in Canada? If one thinks 

about ALL the conditions that allowed the Nembutsu path to grow in Canada, and in Japan before that, it was 

truly amazing, (Rev. Martin used the word ñwonderfulò) that we were all sitting in the Steveston Buddhist 

Temple Hondo together on that Sunday morning.  

  

 We often take for granted and forget all the causes and conditions that had to happen for us to be where 

we are.   If we could realize that every moment in our lives (not just isolated moments on a Sunday morning 

when we were reminded to be mindful), that it is because of the thread that connects everything, we could lead 

much more fulfilled lives. It is because of En that I am able to be here. 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Tatsuya Aoki 

(PS)  I hope to see as many of you 

as possible at the public lecture 

which will be given by Rev. Bob 

Oshita on Friday, May 28.  Rev. 

Oshita is a very charismatic and 

popular  speaker;  he  will  be 

speaking  about  something  that 

affects us all: Love and Loss. 

 

Please also mark your calendars 

to come and join the service of 

Shinranôs 750th  Memorial  at 

Vancouver Temple on Sunday, 

May 30 at 10:30AM.  I will be 

conducting the service with our 

Youth group in a special service 

order!!! 
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Message from the VBT Board 

 On Sunday March 28th we had our Annual Spring 

Bazaar. Dr. Bob and I were co-chairs for this event. The 

bazaar was a great success with all the volunteers who 

came to help. Special thanks to the Badminton group who 

came to help on Saturday and Sunday. Thank you to the 

commercial establishments for their generous donations. 

Starting from the people preparing the tsukemono and the 

shime saba and making the mochi manju and the 

ingredients for the maki zushi. Thank you everyone, 

domo arigato go zaimashita. May you all have a well 

deserved rest and get ready for the coming events. 

 On Friday, April 9th at 7:00 PM, we had a lecture 

by Rev. D. Fujimoto and on Sunday 10:30 AM our 

Hanamatsuri/Hatsumairi/Keiroukai with guest minister 

Rev. D. Fujimoto from Idaho/Oregon. Thank you Sensei 

and Mrs. Fujimoto for attending our Hanamatsuri and for 

your Dharma talk. Congratulations to Aoki Sensei and 

Yukari san for Infant Presentation of Yuki chan. 

Congratulations and thank you to all our seniors for all 

their support throughout the years and hope they enjoyed 

their Keiroukai Party. 

 On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple 

Board of Directors and myself, thank you once again for 

all your support. 

 

Coming events: 

May 8th: Fraser Valley Buddhist Templeôs 55th   

 Anniversary and Fund raising dinner. (Please   

 contact Gina Chor at the VBT Office to register) 

June 12th, VBT Golf Tournament. 

 Please check your calendar for coming events and 

join us at the Temple for our services. 

In gassho, 

Frank Hamanishi 

 

Left:  

Ladies prepare 

Ohagi on the 

morning of the 

Spring Bazaar. 

 

Right:  

Rev. and Mrs. 

Aoki present 

their third 

daughter Yuki 

to the Sangha at 

Hatsumairi.  


