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Sarana Affirmation by Shinmon Kojun Otani

The Meaning of the Ceremony

This i mportant Shin Buddhi st ceremony i s
Buddhi a, Dharma and Sangha |t i's to show o
ceremony is performed before the altar of Amida Buddha and Shinran Shonin.

The Affirmation Ceremony

The teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha are so extensive that they are said to number 84,00(
Enlightenment . It is no surprise, then, that
based on the different aspects of his teachings. Shin Buddhism (Jodo Shinshu) is the Buddhist path
Compassion clarified by Shinran Shonin. Shinran taught that Sakyamuni appeared in this world in
reveal the Vow of Amida Buddha to save all beings; it is the salvation of all people by Amida Buddh
Sakyamuni 6s fundamental teaching.

The Affirmation Ceremony in Shin Buddhism, therefore, shares a common meaning with the
of the three refuges administered in the time of Sakyamuni Buddha, but it also has a deeper meani

Affirmation Ceremony, the Buddha of the three refuges is not simply in reference to Sakyamuni, b
more iIimportantly to Amida Buddha, who is the
world to teach the Vow of Amida Buddha, and ¢

the teaching of Amidads compassionate wor ki ng
entrusted themselves to Amida.

Since there are no precepts in Shin Buddhism, instead of receiving the precept of the three
one participates in the Affirmation Ceremony. Shin practicers are not required to shave their heads, |
undergo a symbolic shaving of the head, which has a similar meaning.

By participating in the Affirmation Ceremony, one receives a Buddhist naomey). These namg
are in the form oShaku and t wo Buddhi st t er msS$hakwh inteha nfso IR
Sakyamuni 06 and signifies that the person has
community that transcends race or nationality.

The Sarana Affirmation by Shinmon Kojun Otani, son and successor to the Gomonshu Koshin Otan
take place during our BC Jodo Shinshu Federat

Namo Amida Butsu
Tatsuya Aoki
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Message from the VBT Board

On Friday May 28 we had a Public Lecture,
Buddhism and Life, Life and Loss by Rev. Bob Oshit
Sacramento Buddhist Temple. And on Sunday M4}
we held our
conducted by the YBA and Dharma Talk by Rev. Osi
The weekend was a great success and all the credit
our youth and Rev. Grant Ikuta and Rev. Aoki for all
their guidance. Our future is bright with the enthusias
of our youth.

Saturday June was our Annual VBT Golf
Tournament. We had 52 golfers attend this year
including Rev. Grant of SBT and our Rev. Aoki. Also
had three young golfers join us this year Courteney,

Stephanie and Zachary. We hope more of our young g,

members join us next year and have a good time. A
time was had by all the golfers and we wish to thank
Koyanagi for looking after the Tournament, a job wel
done. On behalf of the golfers thank you very much.
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Notice of Cancellation
Regretfully, we must announce the
cancellation of the July 18th VBT Family

NBiénictitid year due to a large event bei
oneld at Central Park on the scheduled
date.
We hope to come back next year and h
twice the fun!!
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Shop and Support
Gift Cards

: © ©  Gift cards will be available for :
¢ purchase at Temple events all year long to raise funds for

Thank you also to all the people who donated prizesfigrt "€ Jodo Shinshu Buddhi s:t
the event and to Sam Kobayashi and David Minamatg: ffou Purchase the gift cards, you get the full value of the
tallying the scores. Report to follow by Min Koyanagi| card and the WF will automatically receive a percentape
i of your purchases. Use the cards for your everyday :
Due to circumstances we have to cancel our | i Shopping or gift giving. Participating dealers include:
pionic for this year i1 Great Canadian Superstor%\uf;'r']gz;g; F;?gigif’;i‘lt;ﬁle :
Coming events: ﬂ Ehoppers Drug Mart upon request from Lorna
Friday, July 9th 7:068:30 PM VBT Social Hall, §ﬂ Ssrfoe ] 6 and Bishop and Krerllr(ce)nr ol :
Public Lecture by Rev. Masumi Kikuchi, former ministe:rﬂ WiAshima. T
of Steveston Buddhist Temple and now of Ryukoky | fosme s e
University Graduate School, Kyoto. Powell Street Festival
Sunday July 11 at 2:00 PMHatsubon, Obon and This year the Powell Street Festival has
July Sotsuki Service with Guest speakav. Masumi returned to Oppenheimer Park on Saturday,
Kikuchi and at 4:00 PM VBT Bon Odori. July 31st and Sunday, August 1st. We are
Saturday July 248 at 9:00 AM Maniju Making for looking for volunteers for bo_th of these
Powell Street Festival. days. If you are able to assist us please
Please check your calendar for coming events ah come down to the temple. We will be starting
join us at the Temple for our services. ﬂggtg,ggy‘c’ at8am. The festival runs from
. :30-7:00p.m on each of the days. Thank
'On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Te;mple Bg you very much for your help in advance, we
of Directors and myself, thank you once again for all would not be able to hold this event without
your support. everyone's support.
In gassho, Powell Street Festival Committee,
Frank Hamanishi Greg Chor and Lorna Bishop
Bon Odori Dance Practicel June 15July 08, 2010
Our sangha welcomes everyone back and extends an invitation to new dancers who would like to join ip the
ADance of Joyo. Mr s. Akemi Komori wil!/ again be tlea
Odori, practice will be scheduled in the Temple Social Hall on most Tuesdays and Fridays fré@@p30. The
schedule is as follows:
(No Practice-Fri July 02) Tues July 06 Thurs July 08
As practice dates may change, please contact our office at 6602330bon Serviceis Sunday July 11, at
2:00pmwith Bon Odori dances to follow a4:00pm.
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Dharma School

A short recap of two May/June highlights for VBT Dharma School students:

: The Manning Park Family Retreat in May saw 109 participants from all the B.C. temples gather for a weeken
i of Olympic themed fun and fellowship. The Gold, Silver, and Bronze teams vied enthusiastically and loudly fér point
isinging (the Olympic theme song, | Believeo), v@ear

§services, meal prep and cleanup. The food was delicious and plentiful; alas, no points for most pounds gairied. M:e
ithanks to the Living Dharma Centre for their sponsorship of the weekend and to the many who worked so hard
i organize a wonderful two days. It was great to see families gathering with their children and grandchildren ané so ma
ichildren and youth in general. Please see below ifor

: The Child Run on June™saw 29 students, friends, parents, and teachers walk/run to raise funds:for the
iChildrenodos Hospital. Before the Run, an entranciing
§faces painted with butterfly designs, Snow White sprinkled pixie dust into their hair, long balloons were transforme
iinto animal shapes or creative headgear, and others slid down inflated chutes. Following the Run, an outd@or sen
iwas held once again on the rise above the tennis courts, followed by a picnic lunch. We were reminded again of «
i good fortune to be able to take for granted our ability to walk and participate in this event in good health. Thank you
i Gina for organizing the run and all who contributed to the lunch. It turned out to be a perfect day with the light showe
§stopping before the Run and staying dry until after our lunch.

. VBT Dharma School will have called it a wrap with Year End Service on Juhar¥ awards given out fbr
i perfect attendance but we look forward to seeing all at Obon Service, Powell Street Festival, and Family Camp at Stz
i Lake. Please see temple calendar for dates. Have a safe and happy summer! :

childRun i 25th Anniversary— June 6, Thank you all for your pe_trticipation, for gatherin_g
donations and for your dedication. May you keep your link

2010 in Amidaés Golden chain, br.
Skies were gray, large heavy droplets of raiand gentle to every living thing, protecting all who are
splashed against my windshield as | was driving towargd@&aker than yourself, by thinking, saying and doing pure
Oak and 3%, light showers sprinkled upon usasweweend beauti f ul deedsémay we a
waiting for our team members to arrive. As 8:30am
approached, most of our VBT team of 29 enthusiasti¢ gassho
runners/walkers joined us as the weather was clearing. Gina Chori Child Run Captain/Cordinator
Ready or not, here they come. Over 6,000
participants walked, jogged or rode in strollers under {h

arch of col our ful ball oo Hosp
parking lot, heading along the marked route towafdN H r— I II am /gls
Queen Elizabeth Park. The route was lined with man

talents ranging from various choirs, comedians, clown At Stave Lake Lodge \ )
and musicians, cheeriran the crowd.

Upon completion, we were presented with gadld I\/Iaple Rldge
medals signifying the 5Anniversary of the ChildRun,| Friday August 27 Sunday August 29, 2010
with donations distributed towards the care of childrgn Checkin Fri. Aug 27 @ 4:00pm

D

with Cancer. Everyone was treated to fruits, vegetables, Checkout Sun. Aug 29 @ 1:00pm
rice crackers and coffee by various sponsors. Cost for 2 night weekend per person:
After this event, we drove up to Queen Elizabgth Adults $50.00 Dharma School $20.00
Park, met by the tennis courts for our 11:00am annfual Non-Dharma School: $25.00
outdoor service with Aoki Sensei. We even enjoyed a RSVP by : Monday, August 16, 2010
pleasant potluck picnic lunch. Yes, we who attendgd, By Phone604 2537033
were very fortunate we did not need the care |of Or email: vbc.admin@gmail.com
Chil drends hospital, but |it is there when we need it
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Shinshu Shindig by Kelsey C. (YBA)

Photo by Preston Chan

First youth convention at Vancouver Buddhist Temple! That is what has been going on with the YBA
every Sunday for the past several months- planning and getting ready to host friends from Canada and the
United States. From Friday May 28"- Sunday May 30", about twenty YBA and seven guests from outside the
Lower Mainland stayed at the temple for a series of fun activities, good food, lectures by Reverend Bob
Oshita from the Sacramento Betsuin, and an all around good time.

As our first youth convention, the Shindig was definitely a success. With so much going on in the
world today, it was nice to see so many people come to share the weekend together, even if they could only
come out for a little while. Overall, the Shindig was a relaxed event where we could just hang out, meet some
new friends, tal k, pl ay games, and just enj oy each
Stephanie flailing to find the | ast spoon in Spoons.
guitar playing, and having an auto-tuned session of disco karaoke, but there were so many things happening
that | am sure everyone came away with something different.

We started off the convention by attending Rever
Love and Loss, and ended it with a highly youth-involved service for Shinran Shonin's 750" Memorial. The
weekend featured a service run completely by YBA members on Saturday morning and rehearsal for
Sunday’s service on Saturday night. It was a new experience for lots for us and it was interesting to see all
the work that goes into running a service. A sincere thanks to Reverend Aoki, Reverend Oshita, Reverend
Ikuta, Joanne Yuasa and everyone else that helped cook, chaperone, or plan the Shinshu Shindig; we had a
great time and it would not have been possible without your help. Using what we have learned so far, | am
sure the next convention will be even better. Photo by Preston Chan

Above: The participants of the First Ever
Shinshu Shindig hosted by the VBT Youth
gather for a group photo after a very
successful and memorable service
commemorating the 750th Memorial of
Shinran Shonin. As a sign of the changing
times, this particular service was streamed on-
line, and was watched live on the internet by
people from Winnipeg, Manitoba, to Hilo,
Hawaii!

Right: The Shindiggers lead the Memorial

Service with precision and great care.
L. /|



