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 Japan experienced the worst earthquake and ensuing tsunami in its history on 

March 11, 2011 at approximately 2:50PM Japan time.  These two disasters caused more 

than 23,000 deaths and many thousands of people are still missing.  Survivors are 

sheltered in temporary quarters and food and water are in short supply.  In addition, 

the damage done to the nuclear plants in Fukushima has added further threats to the 

safety of all its citizens.   

 On behalf of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada, I express my deepest 

concern and sincerest condolences to those who are suffering and who suffered such 

great loss.  Our hearts and thoughts go out to those who are suffering as a result of this 

natural disaster. 

 A few days after the earthquake, Hongwanji started to collect donations to be 

specifically used for saving the people. In just a few days, Hongwanji organized a group 

of ministers to be sent to the stricken area for much-needed supplies for the volunteers. 

They have now sent in three separate groups and as well, a special committee was 

established  at  Tsukiji  Hongwanji  in  Tokyo  to  determine  what  kind  of  support 

Hongwanji would be able to offer.  The detail of Hongwanji’s relief efforts are found 

under “Hongwanji News” document. 

 On behalf of the JSBTC board of directors, I encourage all our members and friends 

to make donations to the Japan Relief Fund via the Canadian Red Cross. 

 

Gassho, 

Rev. Tatsuya Aoki 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Special Report- Canada district  
A New Beginning Into the Next Generation-  

Beginning with the 750th Memorial for Shinran Shonin Observance 
(From Hongwanji International Center Web Page: http://international.hongwanji.or.jp) 

  

Canada- In preparation for the 750th Memorial for Shinran Shonin 

observance at Hongwanji (Kyoto, Japan) this year, the overseas 

districts including mainland U.S. (Buddhist Churches of America, 

BCA), Hawaii, South America, and Canada have each conducted the 

memorial  in  their  respective  districts.  The  overseas  memorial 

observances wrapped up last year in Canada, where special services 

were held at each of the four local districts. In September, the British 

Columbia  district  observed  its  memorial  observance  with  the 

attendance by Shinmon Kojun Ohtani. With the older members who 

had overcome great hardships, as well as newcomers just beginning 

to learn more about Shinshu and Buddhism, coming together for the 

Memorial, it is hoped that this will be the start of a new beginning. 

 

Cont‘d on page 2... 

Cont‘d on page 3... 

http://international.hongwanji.or.jp
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...Cont’d from previous page. 

  

 As the first Japanese immigrants landed on Canadian soil in 1877, it was said that many of the hardships 

were overcome through the spiritual support of the Nembutsu. Coming from areas in Japan where Jodo Shinshu 

had been flourishing, many of the men who eventually became fishermen or farmers were supported by their 

religious faith. However, without a temple to go to the Japanese felt a void and sent a request to Hongwanji for a 

minister. In 1905, Hongwanji dispatched Rev. Senju Sasaki as the first minister to the Canada district, and a 

lodging facility in Vancouver was renovated into a temple. 

 A century has passed since overcoming the many hardships along the way including the confiscation of the 

temple building during WWII and forced removal of the Japanese from the coastal region, sending them further 

inland where harsh living conditions were waiting. Having lost their jobs, personal possessions, and property, it 

took many of them awhile before being able to return to the west coast. Despite being offered only low paying jobs, 

they worked hard and pulled together in rebuilding the Vancouver Buddhist Temple and a new temple in 

Steveston. 

 With the memorial for Shinran Shonin conducted once every fifty years, members of Canada district 

gathered at the Steveston Buddhist Temple on September 29 for the district’s observance of the memorial. The 

chanting was officiated by Shinmon Kojun Ohtani. A youth gathering was held on the 28th in conjunction with the 

observance. 

 With the increase in interracial  

marriages and Christianity as the basis  

of the public education system, the  

foundation of the Japanese community  

in Canada is on the verge of crumbling. 

In the midst of these transitions,  

propagation work must now be able  

to adapt and cater to both the needs of  

the Japanese and non-Japanese membership. 

 Look for part 2 of this article in the  

              June issue of the Bodhi Mind. 

Above: FVBT, SBT, VBT Youth (and advisor) with the Shinmon-sama, the 

Shinurakata-sama and Aoki Sensei after their meeting during the 750th Memorial 

Convention Sept., 2010. (photo courtesy of Hongwanji Press) 

Con’t from page 1: Report from the Office of the Bishop  

Condolences 
 Sensei Doreen HAMILTON, a ministers’ assistant in Toronto Buddhist Church, passed away in Toronto 

on January 3, 2011.  Her funeral service was held in Toronto and officiated by Rev. Tomofumi Fujii and 

Rev. Michael Hayashi on January 8, 2011.  

 

 Rev. Dr. Leslie KAWAMURA, Director of Living Dharma Centre, passed away in Calgary on March 9, 

2011.  His funeral service was held in Calgary and officiated by Rev. James Martin and Rev. Tatsuya Aoki 

on March 14, 2011. 

Ministerial Assignments 
 Rev. Orai FUJIKAWA expired his term for the Bishop of JSBTC as of October 31, 2010.  Rev. Fujikawa 

received a JSBTC retirement package in January 2011. 

 

 Rev. Tatsuya AOKI of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple was assigned Acting Bishop of JSBTC by 

Hongwanji as of November 1, 2010. 

 

 Rev. Michael HAYASHI was assigned to Toronto Buddhist Church as of November 14, 2011.  He also 

supervises Hamilton Buddhist Church and Montreal Buddhist Church with Rev. Tomofumi Fujii. 

 

 Dr. Robert AKUNE, a member of Vancouver Buddhist Temple, has completed his Tokudo Training at 

Nishiyama Betsuin and Tokudo Ordination at Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto on October 16, 2010.  Sensei R. 

Akune has been officially recognized as minister’s assistant by Hongwanji and JBBTC Office of the Bishop 

as of February 3, 2011. 

 

 Rev. Grant IKUTA of the Steveston Buddhist Temple was assigned to a JSBTC Group Leader for Shinran 

Shonin 750th Memorial Service and World Women’s Convention in Kyoto from May 13 to May 17, 2011.  

Cont‘d on page 3 ... 
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… Cont’d from page 2: Report from the Office of the Bishop 

 

Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange (JSBTC Youth Tour to Japan) 

The 2011 Hongwanji-sponsored Young Buddhist International Cultural Study Exchange tour to Japan will be held 

from July 30 – August 7, 2011 (JSBTC group will depart for Japan from Vancouver on July 27, 2011).  

Application and information package were distributed to all JSBTC ministers and temple presidents.  This is a 

reminder that the deadline to apply for the trip is APRIL 22, 2011.  Applications must be received by April 22, 

2011.  Copies of the application are available at local temples.  For further information, please contact Rev. 

Tatsuya  Aoki,  tour  leader  for  2011,  at  the  Vancouver  Buddhist  Temple  at  (604)  253-7033  or  at 

rev.aoki@telus.net.  The tour is not cancelled due to recent earthquakes and tsunami in Japan. 

 

 

Highlights of Acting Bishop’s Activity 
[Meetings in Toronto] 
It took some time to adjust to and orient myself to take over the responsibilities and duties of the Office of the 

Bishop.  I went to Toronto Buddhist Church to meet with the resident ministers, the new temple board, and 

their 2015 Women’s Convention Committee.  I asked JSBTC president, Dave Ohori, to come with me because 

he wanted to establish a better network and communication between the temples in Canada. 
  
[Meetings in Hongwanji] 
I went to Tokyo and Kyoto for meetings in January.  I visited Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai (BDK) headquarters to meet 

with Rev. Toshihide Numata, the Chairman.  We talked about some strategies for overseas propagation and 

more support is needed to place their “Teaching of Buddha” to rooms at hotels in Canada.  Then I spent four 

days in Kyoto; attending several meetings every day.  I asked Rev. Tomofumi Fujii of the Toronto Buddhist 

Church to accompany me because he is the hosting minister of the 2015 Women’s Federation World 

Convention in Toronto.  We met Hongwanji Department supervisors, representatives of JTB and Kintetsu 

Travel Agency, Governor General of the Hongwanji, and Shinmon Sama in Kyoto.  Most of the meetings were 

related to the 2015 WF Convention in Toronto, and all meetings went well as all involved  clarified their roles 

and assured the JSBTC of their support. 
  
[Rev. Dr. Leslie Kawamura’s Passing] 
I received several phone calls from Mrs. Toyo Kawamura regarding the deteriorating condition of Rev. Dr. Leslie 

Kawamura.  I went to see him on March 6, and he was still able to communicate with me on that day, but his 

heart was gradually failing.  He passed peacefully away on March 10 at 11:15PM.  Rev. James Martin of the 

Calgary Buddhist Temple helped the family for the arrangement of the funeral service.  Rev. Martin officiated 

and I gave Dharma Talk at the family’s request for the funeral service at a funeral home in Calgary on 

March14.  Over 450 people attended the service, and family private cremation was held on March 15. 
  
[MAY 2011 – Shinran Shonin 750th Memorial Service and WF Convention in Kyoto] 
Close to 70 people signed-up to join the JSBTC tour to the Shinran Shonin 750th Memorial Service and WF 

Convention in Kyoto.  I appointed Rev. Grant Ikuta of the Steveston Buddhist Temple to be the Group Leader, 

and he is communicating with the tour participants for making necessary arrangement in advance.  The tour 
is not being affected by the recent earthquake and the tsunami in Japan, and Hongwanji’s schedule stays as it 
was originally planned. 

  
[Ministerial Candidate – Miss Christina Yanko] 
Our ministerial candidate, Christina Yanko, enrolled in the Ryukoku University Exchange Program and was 

accepted.  She will be studying at Ryukoku University in Kyoto from April to August 2011.  After the 

Exchange Program in Japan, she will go back to Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) in Berkeley to finish her 

graduate studies.  The JSBTC continues to support her studies. She plans to come back to Canada in April 

2012.  Besides the JSBTC, the JSBTC Women’s Federation has decided to offer a scholarship for her studies 

and her continuing ministerial training. 
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Message from the VBT Board 

Highlights of  

April Board Meeting 
 

1.  70 students of Komatsu, Ishikawaken High School band        

played on March 31 for seniors and other members. 

2. Annual Spring Bazaar has been successfully completed. Thank 

you to all helpers and to the generosity for those who  bought and 

sold. 

3.  Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Memorial service was held on 

Apr. 3, guest speaker was M. Newton Sensei. 

4.  Rev. L. Kawamura Memorial service will be held on Apr.23, 

1030 am 

5.  BCJSBTF Spring Directors meeting was held on Mar. 19. in 

Hope. 

6.  Hanamatsuri guest speaker was Rev/Dr. Mark Unno, 

Hatsumairi conducted by Aoki Sensei for Asha Williams, Keia 

Komori-Kamiya,Sebastian McGrath and Amina Iwanaka. 

7.  Historical plaque to be placed on exterior wall of temple  to 

describe history of Japantown. 

8.  Bishop selection will take place at JSBTC AGM, Toronto, 

VBT chooses to make their election from general membership 

voice as against election  by Ministerial  Association. Candidates 

are Grant Ikuta Sensei and Tatsuya Aoki Sensei 

9.  Sunshine Committee- visitations  to ‗shut-ins‘ completed 

recently, next visits will be in the fall. Thank you to Min 

Koyanagi for many years service as chair. Kaz Yoshida  has 

accepted as  new chair 

10. Green Roof proposal being considered to allow for rooftop 

gardening. Committee  formed to investigate possibility. 

12.  History Book- Committee reports that draft near completion. 

Seeking quotations for printing costs and sources for funding. 

Estimated cost approx. $20,000 for 500 copies  

 

 

 

On Sunday March 27th we had our Annual Spring Bazaar. Dr. Bob and I were co-chairs for this event. The bazaar was 

once again a great success with all your efforts and support. Please see Dr. Bob‘s report in this issue of the Bodhi 

Mind. 

On Thursday March 31st, we welcomed the Ishikawa-ken Komatsu Meihou High School Band. We all enjoyed the 

great concert put on by the students and afterwards we enjoyed a lovely lunch with the students prepared by Dave 

Ohori and his helpers. 

On Friday, April 8th we had a public lecture by Rev. Dr. Unno. Sunday April 10th we held our Hanamatsuri/

Hatsumairi/Keiroukai with guest minister Rev. Dr. Mark Unno who gave us his usual dynamic Dharma Talk. 

Congratulations to the four families who were present for the Infant Presentation. 

Congratulations and thank you to our seniors on the occasion of the Keiroukai for  your many years of support and 

dedication to the Temple. 

On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple Board of Directors and myself, thank you once again for all your 

support.   

  Coming events: 

   Sunday May 8th 10:30 AM Gotan-e/Shotsuki 

   Saturday June 11th 12:00 Noon VBT Golf Tournament 

   Sunday June 12th 10:30 AM Parents‘ Day/Shotsuki  

Please check your calendar for coming events at the Temple and join us for our services. 

In gassho, 

      Frank Hamanishi 

JSBTC Women’s Federation 
 

 In the last few years, our temple has not actively 

participated in the Women‘s Federation of the Jodo 

Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada.  Ten years ago, our 

Fujinakai disbanded as a organization within our temple 

structure. As a result, our temple dropped out of the 

women‘s national organization. However, many of our 

members still wished to be a part of the national 

organization. They were welcomed as individual 

members, therefore, our temple board paid the annual due 

of $5.00 per member for our 48 interested members. Our 

temple, as a unit, is not considered a voting member 

temple to the JSBTC Women‘s Federation.  Our members 

are able to participate in all their activities and events, but 

do not have voting power at their meetings although they 

could actively participate in discussions. 

 The temple board strongly feels that our temple 

should be an active part of this very important segment of 

the Jodo Shinshu sangha across Canada and 

internationally. 

 We appeal to our members, both women and men, 

to come forward and show their commitment to the Jodo 

Shinshu family and become individual members of the 

national Women‘s Federation 

 

We will circulate a sign-up list for those who are 

interested in joining the JSBTC Women‘s Federation. 

 

     ~ VBT Board of Directors 
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Dharma School 
        Our Dharma School students were treated to a Dharma 

        talk by Dr Mark Unno Sensei, our guest minister for 

        our Hanamatsuri Service. Unno Sensei talked to the 

students about Amida Buddha in pizza. Everyone has their favourite pizza and Amida Buddha is in all pizzas because of 

all the myriad  causes and conditions that contribute to the pizza: the farmer who grows the wheat that becomes the flour 

for the pizza dough, the cows that provide the milk which becomes the cheese; the tomatoes that grow from the soil, 

water and sunshine. All the pizza ingredients come together into a pizza because all the causes and conditions were just 

right for these individual ingredients to be produced and when combined together, become your favourite pizza. Amida 

Buddha's teachings are about the interdependence and interconnectedness of all life; the oneness of life which we can 

witness daily, if we're aware and we pay attention to all the details of life unfolding around us. Sensei Unno shook each 

student's hand after his Dharma talk. It was truly a privilege and an honor for our Dharma School students to have a 

customized Dharma talk from Sensei Unno. 

 In June, our Dharma School students will be participating in the annual Children's Hospital Run/Walk, followed 

by an outdoor Dharma School Service. 

  

           In gassho, 

    Karen Mizushima  

 

Congratulations to the families who 

participated in last month‘s Hatsumairi 

Service on April 17th!  

Asha  Andreen Williams 

Keia Michi Komori Kamiya 

Sebastian Gen McGrath 

Amina Mei Iwanaka 

Masen Marces Thibeault (FVBT) 

By Sora Aoki 

 

Above: Thank you and congratulations to the Komori-

Kamiya family who shared with us this picture of  

Baby Keia, with Mom and Dad, Big Sis, and Aoki 

Sensei, taken after the Hatsumairi service. 
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TechnoBuddha Conference 2011: The Journey  

 Joanne Yuasa (Vancouver Buddhist Temple, B.C., Canada)  
     ~taken from the BCA Wheel of Dharma Newsletter, April 2011 issue 
 

Berkeley, CA. - “ Wow! I can’t believe you came all the way from Vancouver!”  
Flying 800 miles for a weekend conference may seem extreme for some, but once you experience the 
TechnoBuddha Conference, you’ll keep going back for more. 
 I first learned about TechnoBuddha in the summer of 2009 when I visited the Jodo Shinshu Center (JSC) 
for the August Workshop of the Jodo Shinshu Correspondence Course. Rev. Kodo Umezu (CBE), and Brian 
Nagata (BDK) shared with me details of a conference called TechnoBuddha, designed for and by young Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhists, 21-39 years old. I fit those criteria, and when I heard that the keynote speaker for the 
conference was Rev. David Matsumoto (Berkeley Buddhist Temple), it sealed the deal for me. My first 
TechnoBuddha weekend in April 2010 was so amazing; meeting like-aged and like-minded Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhists was so impressive that by the end of that conference weekend, I knew I’d be back for the next one. 
 11 months later, on March 4, 2011, I boarded a plane and made my way back to the JSC. This was my 
third visit there in as many years, and every time I visit, I feel so welcomed and cared for by Rev. Umezu, Judy 
Kono and the other staff members who have offices there, that I have come to call the JSC my “temple away from 
temple”. On that day, the welcomes were as warm as ever.  

 Ironically, even though I was the one travelling farthest, I was the first one of the TechnoBuddhists to arrive 

that day. But throughout the afternoon, “Generation X” and “Generation Y” JS Buddhists started trickling in from all 

over California. This year, from temples from every district in California, close to 60 TechnoBuddhists filled the JSC 

to reconnect to each other, the Jodo Shinshu tradition, and to explore this year’s theme: The Journey. 

 
  

 

 

                 GOTAN-E   -  Sunday May 08, 2011   -   10:30 Service 
 

 Gotan-e celebrates the birthday of Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu, the True  

Pure Land Sect.  Shinran was born in Hino near Kyoto to Lord and Lady Arinori Hino and was named  

Matsuwakamaro.  Matsuwakamaro lost both his parents at an early age and it is said that because of  

this, he decided to become a priest.  At the age of 9, young Matsuwakamaro was ordained at Shoren-in  

Temple in Kyoto.  He studied for 20 years on Mt Hiei, enduring the most difficult of study and practice,  

but he found it impossible to attain Perfect Enlightenment through his own efforts.  At the age of 29,  

he was led to the Way of the Nembutsu by Honen Shonin and found the true path to the attainment  

of Buddhahood through the wisdom and compassion of Amida Buddha.  He spent years in exile,  

spreading the Nembutsu teaching in the distant provinces.  In his later years, he was pardoned and eventually returned to 

Kyoto where he spent his days writing and communicating with his many disciples near and far.  Until he died at the age 

of 90, Shinran‘s life was lived simply and humbly – a life of profound spiritual depth. 

In November 1877, the Emporer Meiji honoured Shinran Shonin with the title of Kenshin Daishi –Seer of Truth, Great 

Master.    ~Excerpt taken from Traditions of Jodoshinsu Hongwanji-Ha by Masao Kodani & Russell Hamada 

 

Following our Service will be the Installation of Board of Director Officers.  Thank You. 

Cont‘d on next page... 
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        BCJSBTF will be awarding Post Secondary  

              Scholarhips for the 2011/2012 school year. These 

scholarships are open to all residents of British Columbia. The applicant must be a full-time student attending a 

recognized post-secondary institution and be enrolled for this coming fall semester in a program leading to a degree, 

diploma, or certificate. More information and the application form are available at the VBT Office. Please direct all 

questions to Lori North, Shinshu Education Committee Chairperson at  lori.north@gmail.com 

 All completed applications must be received by June 30, 2011. The decision of the committee will be made by 

August 31, 2011 and the scholarship will be awarded to the successful applicants at the BCJSBTF Annual Convention in 

Harrison Hot Springs, BC, September 23 to 25, 2011.  Please submit your completed application to: 

 
BCJSBTF Scholarship Committee, 1104 Chateau Place, Port Moody, BC, V3H 1N6 

BCJSBTF 2011 Post-Secondary Scholarship 

              
 Speaking on this topic was our Keynote speaker, Rinban Bob Oshita of the Sacramento Betsuin. A very 
dynamic and engaging speaker, he grabbed our attention immediately by quoting a passage from the movie, 
“Napoleon Dynamite” as his opening meditation. As we put our hands together in Gassho, we heard him start: 
“Yes, I love technology/ But not as much as you, you see/ But I still love technology/ Always and forever…” For the 
next hour or so, he shared his thoughts on modern technology, how it has and will affect young people and 
children. As well, he spoke on the points of following one’s curiosities, choosing One thing to do well, and the 
benefits of giving one’s life partner very low expectations about yourself (it all makes so much sense…!) It was a 
truly memorable and FUN talk, leaving me with much to think about, and a feeling of gratitude that I was able to 
take-in his message.  
              For the rest of the Saturday afternoon, each participant chose 3 of 5 workshops available on very diverse 
topics. People who signed up for Jonathan Hironaga’s (a TechnoBuddhist participant himself!) workshop “Journey 
Across the Dance Floor” thought it was a Great one! Less active yet very informative and helpful were Derek Seo’s 
workshop on “Introduction to Buying a House”, and Diana Thomson’s (Minister’s Assistant at the Berkeley 
Buddhist Temple) workshop on “Jodo Shinshu Etiquette”. Piquing the interest of many was Kirk Akahoshi’s 
workshop, “Sex, Relationships and Buddhism”. For others who wanted to delve into something very deep, Rev. 
David Matsumoto’s workshop on “Dealing with Death” was one that held a lot of meaning. All workshops would 
provide participants with insight into their own Journeys. 
              And what’s a meeting of Jodo Shinshu Buddhists without good eats? There was plenty to be had, from 
Rev. Umezu’s famous Curry, to the Korean style “cook at your table” B-B-Q. These delicious meals would have 
been so hard to put together without the help of the core group of Mom and Dad and Uncle volunteers who 
seemed to have spent the entire day in the JSC kitchen prepping our food so that we could enjoy it. We are very 
grateful to them. 
              A highlight of the TechnoBuddha conference happens after dinner, where we (as mindfully as possible) let 
loose to enjoy Berkeley’s Nightlife. We get to know each other even better through drinks, dancing, jokes, and the 
(now traditional) walk up the (slight) hill to Top Dog for a late night snack. The “festivities” continue well into the 
next morning and there are always worries and laments that we won’t be able to wake up for the Sunday Service 
at the Berkeley Buddhist Temple, but I have yet to notice these people miss it the next day! After service, we all 
hesitantly scatter back to our corners of the West Coast, full of great memories, and gratitude that we were 
together for the weekend.  We also leave re-energized and inspired to want to do more, not only for our own 
connections to Jodo Shinshu, but for our temples and our place in them. 
               Our temples seem to lack attendance from this group of people who are grown, but without families 
(spouse and children) of their own. For many of us, we are sadly the only, or if we’re lucky, one of a handful of 
people in our 20s or 30s who regularly attend temple. It is so exciting and heartening to be at this conference with 
so many others, who want to be engaged in the Teachings, and want to be active at temple. We may talk-up all the 
partying we do on Saturday night, but in the end, what we are doing is celebrating our connection to Jodo Shinshu 
and to each other.  
 If you’re reading this and will be eligible next spring, 
please join us! Please encourage and help the young people  
in your families and temples to join us! There are new friends  
to meet, and connections to be made. We want to keep  
building and strengthening these connections to make the  
Jodo Shinshu network strong for the future. It IS worth  
travelling 800 miles for.   

...TechnoBuddha Conference 2011 Cont’d from previous page. 

Humbly submitted with Gassho,  ~J.Y. 
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TOBAN #6 – May 2011 
 

           Toban #6 is responsible for events during May, 2011.  Each Toban group is responsible for food 

preparation and clean-up at our Temple.  If you are available, we would appreciate your support and assistance 

at our Temple at the following events: 

 

                  May    7–  Toban Meeting 

                                        8-   Gotan-e 

            TBA—Monthly Temple  

                                              Clean-up for May 

 

 
Dr. & Mrs. Bob Akune  

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Doiron 

Mr. Shinobu Homma 

Mr. Derek Iwanaka 

Mrs. Sandra Kawasaki  

Mr. Denji Kobayashi  

Mrs. Kay Komori  

Ms. Lucy Komori 

Ms. Eleanor Kondo 

Ms. Fumie Kondo 

Ms. Lorene MacDonald  

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Meugens  

Mrs. Yoshiye Nakata  

 

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Ohori  

Mrs. Junko Ohori  

Mr. & Mrs. Minoru Oyama  

Mrs. Kazuko Takahara  

Mr. Minosuke Teranishi  

Mrs. Etsuko Tsuji  

Mr. & Mrs. Eiji Tsuji  

Mr. & Mrs. Hirosuke Tsujimoto  

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Tsukishima  

Mrs. Toshiko Tsukishima  

Mrs. Etsuko Tsukushi  

Mr. & Mrs. Fumiaki Ueda  

Mr. & Mrs. Yasuo Uyeno  

 

Mr. & Mrs. Susumu Uyesugi  

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Uyesugi  

Mr. & Mrs. George Uyesugi  

Mrs. Nobuyo Uyeyama  

Mrs. Jean Wakahara  

Mr. & Mrs. Isao Watanabe  

Mrs. Karen Wong  

Mrs. Frances Xu  

Mrs. Masako Yada  

Mrs. Kiyoe Yada  

Mrs. Miyoko Yamada  

Mrs. Taeko Yamamoto  

Ms. Joanne Yuasa  

If your name is listed below, we would appreciate your 

assistance.  If you require additional information or have 

any questions, please call your Toban Captains: 
 

Dr Bob Akune 604 940-8350  

Mrs. Kay Komori 604 266-5231 

 

 2011 VBT Spring Bazaar 
  
 Our annual  bazaar is our largest fund-raising 

mechanism for our temple. It helps us keep our annual  

membership fees low . As usual, in the spirit of dana and 

community-mindedness, we had 30 volunteers giving of their 

time to help with preparations on Friday, 60 people helped all day 

on Saturday and finally, on Sunday, the day of the bazaar, 120 

members and friends came, some as early as 5am to help. The 

bazaar opened at 12 noon to good attendance and closed at 3pm. 

The sales were excellent which helped in achieving a good 

financial return. 

 The manju making days prior to the bazaar consisted of 

making a variety of manju. They included, mushi (steamed), yaki 

(baked), mikasa and habutai (mochi). A total of1800  manju were 

made on Feb.5,  2400 were made on , March 12 and 1500  were 

made on Mar 26. As usual, best sellers  such as maki-zushi, 

chicken teriyaki, chow-mein and ohagi sold out and udon  as 

always, was the main feature of the event. 

 Thank you to the helpers who put in long hours in 

preparation  for the event.  Thank you to those who baked goods 

for the bake sales, to the members and friends who offered goods 

in kind. 

 

Door prize winners for the Bazaar Raffle were:  

Masako Yada -$50,  

C. Tsurumaru -$35,   

Melanie Komori - $25. 

Bon Odori (Dance) Practice at VBT ï 

 June 14-July 07, 2011 
 Mrs. Akemi Komori will graciously offer her 

endless patience, energy and enthusiasm to our sangha 

again this year.  She has dedicated many years teaching 

traditional Japanese Bon Odori (dances) at our Temple.  

From our past participants, we send Mrs. Komori much 

appreciation for her endless guidance instructing our 

dancers to confidently and gracefully glide along to the 

beat of the Taiko Drum and beautiful music.  Thank you to 

Mrs Komori and your family for sharing your talents, time 

and energy with us. Arigato Gozaimasu. 

 Our sangha welcomes everyone back and extends 

an invitation to new dancers joining in the ―Dance of Joy‖. 

In preparation for Obon, odori (dance) practice will be 

scheduled in the Temple Social Hall from 7:30-9:00pm:  

Tuesday June 14   Friday June 17 

Tuesday June 21  Friday June 24                                   

Tuesday June 28 (No Practice- Friday July 01) 

Tuesday July 05  Thursday July 07  
As dates may change, please  

         contact our office at 604 253-7033 

 

 
Obon Service is Sunday July 10, at 2:00pm 

with Bon Odori dances to follow at 4:00pm. 
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         Join us on  
         Tuesday, May 3 & 17 for 

      sessions of The Dharma Circle,  

   an English Dharma gathering.  

The evening will start at 7pm, with a 

service format that more closely follows 

those observed at Nishi Hongwanji, our 

Mother Temple. Following the short 

service, there will be opportunity for  

     the group to explore the Dharma  

         and the Nembutsu teachings.  

26
th

 Annual HSBC ChildRun -  Sunday June 5th 
 

 We welcome you to walk, run or jog with our Vancouver Buddhist Temple Team to support the 26th 

annual HSBC ChildRun.   Your generous donations are gifted to the Children‘s Hospital where the funds are divided 

to areas where they are most needed. 

  This year the event is held on Sunday June 05 at 9:00am at the new meeting location on West 33rd Avenue 

and Heather Street which will offer more space for the estimated 7,000 participants to spread out and enjoy the 

festivities and entertainment. The  traditional route through Queen Elizabeth Park will remain the same. 

   After our run, we welcome you to join our team at our outdoor service located on the north west end of the 

Tennis court in Queen Elizabeth Park, followed by a pot luck lunch. 

  
You may register directly: 

By telephone: (604) 875-2444 

By email: childrun@bcchf.ca 

By mail and in-person:  

938 West 28th Avenue Vancouver BC V5Z 4H4 

Or at our Temple office 

 

HSBC 

ChildRun   

June 5 

Early Bird 

(Until  

April 15) 

Regular 

(Until  

May 20) 

Last Minute 

(until 8:30am  

on run day) 

Youth 

(17 years & 

under) 

$20  $25 $30 

Adult 

  

$30  $35 $40 

 

 45. Knowing Satisfaction is  

the Foremost Fortune  
 

“Encountering the Buddha:108 Teachings of Buddha”  

(by Toshihide Numata, published by BDK)  

 

   No matter how much fortune or  

   possessions one may accumulate, 

   if one runs around busily to obtain 

   more and more like a cart horse  

   whipped by one‘s own blind  

   passion of greed, that cannot be  

   called a fulfilled life. 

  

 No matter how much one possesses, if one does 

not know how to be satisfied, such a ―life‖ that has lost 

sight of joy is a poor ―life‖, a mere skeleton of ―life‖. 

  

 A person who lives like this, no matter how well-

built or magnificent his body is, his ―life‖ is in poor and 

meagre shape. To the eyes of the Buddha, he looks like a 

man of skin and bones. 

  

 Only the belly protrudes. That belly is filled up by 

the unsatisfied mind. Imagine a figure in which the belly 

protrudes from a skinny body. That is actually what is 

called a ―hungry‖ ghost‖ in Buddhism. 

  

People who live joyfully,  

valuing what they are given  

and cherishing those around  

them, are truly fortunate and  

wealthy persons. 

 

 

Tuesday  

Evening  

Dharma  

Circle  

 

                 

VANCOUVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE  
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 

 

  SATURDAY JUNE 11, 2011  

  MUSQUEAM GOLF COURSE  

  3904 W. 51
st

. VANCOUVER, B.C.  

TEE OFF STARTS AT 12:00 NOON,  

FOLLOWED BY DINNER AND PRIZES.  

   FEES TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER  

   

EVERYONE COME OUT AND JOIN IN THE FUN 

AND ENJOY A GAME OF GOLF!  

 

Please contact:  

FRANK HAMANISHI at (604)298 -9285   

or the Temple Office at (604)253 -7033  

mailto:childrun@bcchf.ca
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GREETINGS FROM THE VALLEY 

 

 

 

 
  

  

   

         The following donations were gratefully 

accepted for the April Shotsuki and Hanamatsuri 

Service held on  April 9, 2011: 

 

0-100 
Dr. R.S. Akune 

Mr. makoto Ikuta 

M. Mitsuo Saito 

Mr. Mrs. Joe Tateyama 

Mr. Mrs. Frank Hamanishi 

Mrs. Chieko Takasaki 

Rev. Orai Fujikawa 

Mrs. Amy Nagamatsu 

Genevieve Iwata 

Mrs. May Mukaida 

Eileen Fujita 

Mr. Mrs. Merv Araki 

Ryan Loewen 

Mrs. Emiko Shikaze 

 

 

Naomi Shikaze -  

    In Memory of father Gilbert Shikaze 

Mr. Ms. Stan Yoshioka -  

    In Memory of father Jack Asao Yoshioka 

 

100-200 
Mr. Mrs. Alain Hashimoto 

Mrs. Hisako Shikaze -  

        In Memory of husband Gilbert Shikaze 

Mr. Mrs. Dennis Shikaze -  

        In Memory of father Gilbert Shikaze 

Mrs. Hideko Yoshioka -  

        In Memory of husband Jack Asao Yoshioka 

Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto -  

        In Memory of Mother 

Mr. Mrs. John Kamimura 

  

200-500 
Anon. - In Memory of Jack Asao Yoshioka and Kenny 

Yoshioka 

 Our Hanamatsuri service held on Saturday, April 9 

was a happy occasion of many family and sangha 

members gathering together to celebrate Buddha's 

birthday.  The hanamido was adorned with bright daffodils 

and we are always so fortunate to have an abundance of 

flowers donated by the Miyagi family.  During the service 

we also celebrated Hatsumairi to welcome baby Masen 

accompanied by his proud grandmother Jane 

Davidson.  Our guest speaker was Rev. Dr. Mark Unno, a 

well-known Buddhist scholar and he caught everyone's 

attention with his dynamic Dharma talk.  Rev. Aoki, Rev. 

Grant Ikuta, Rev. Fujikawa, Bob Akune Sensei and many 

guests from the Vancouver and Steveston temples also 

joined us for this special event.  Later Rev. Unno 

commented that our potluck was one of the best he's had 

and it was indeed outstanding as usual.  Our Keirokai 

followed as we honoured our 21 senior members with a 

small gift to say thank you and to pay our respects.  With a 

membership of about 40 more than half are seniors.  We're 

looking for more young people to join us and even people 

in their 60's are considered to be youngsters at our temple! 

  

Our next memorial and Gotan-e service will be held on 

Saturday May 7 with Rev. Grant Ikuta.  We look forward 

to seeing you then. 

  

In gassho, 

Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple 

 
  

Mr. Bud Sakamoto 

Mr. Mrs. Francis Ang 

Mr. Mrs. Ron Fujita 

Bill Miyazaki 

Evelyn Evans 

Jenny Fujita 

Amy Kawamoto 

Marion Fujita 

Alice Baker 

Vivien Nishi 

Byron Kagawa 

Joanne McAllister 

Mr. Mrs Hiro Honkawa 

Mr. Mrs. Hiro Miyagi 

Mrs. Kiyo Nagamatsu 

Mrs. Irene Rohrer  

The Editor apologizes for the omission of the 

Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple’s donation list 

from the March issue of the Bodhi Mind.  

 

The Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple gratefully 

acknowledges the following donations for the 

March Shotsuki and Spring Higan Service held on 

March 12, 2011 : 

0-99 
Joe Tateyama 

May Mukaida 

Merv and Daisy Araki 

Eileen Fujita 

Jenny Fujita 

Stan and Lucy Yoshioka 

Amy Naganatsu — In Memory of her Mother 

George Katsumoto— 

                           In Memory of Hitashi (Curly) Okabe 

100-200 

Mrs. Setsuko Okabe —  

                         In Memory of Hitoshi Okabe 
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SHOTSUKI (Memorial) List— May 2011 

The May Shotsuki / monthly memorial service will be held on Sun., May 8, at 10:30 am.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1958 

*NAKAMURA, 

Tsuneshige‘s daughter 

*SUGIHARA,            

                       Shichisaburo 

1959 

*NAKASHIMA, Eikichi 

*OHASHI, Yuno 

*OHTA, Masu 

SAIMOTO, Kunimatsu 

1960 

*HAMADE, Yoshigoro 

*NAKANISHI, Mitsugu 

1961 

*SHIRAKAWA, Hidehiko 

1962 

(50th year) 

*NISHIKAWA, Usaburo 

1964 

*MARUMOTO, Kameno 

*YABUNO, Sutekichi 

*YURUGI, Choichiro 

1965 

*INOUYE, Kandayu 

NAKATA, Norman 

1966 

*MATSUSHITA,      

                   Nagashige 

 

1967 

MADOKORO, Hiroye 

*YOSHIDA, Isamu 

1969 

*OGINO, Chozo 

*ONO, Matsu 

1970 

*SUZUKI, Isono 

*TANAKA, Hisa 

1972 

*MISHIMA, Tsurukichi 

1973 

*TANAKA, Haru 

1974 

HORII, Sumiye 

*INAMASU, Suye 

1975 

*KITANO, Shigetaro 

*KOYANAGI, Toyohisa 

*MAYEDA, Kiyokazu 

*UYENO, Ei 

1976 

HAMAGUCHI, Fumio 

*TAKEDA, Iwao 

1977 

KONDO, Yoshio 

1979 

NAKAMURA, Genzaburo 

*NISHIMURA, Aiko 

1980  

*WAKITA, Hajime 

*YOSHIDA, Yoshi 

1981 

*AYUKAWA, Kaoru 

*TAKAHASHI, Kazuo 

TANAKA, Miki 

*YABE, (baby) 

YAMAKAMI, Shotaro 

1982 

*KAWAGUCHI, Yoshio 

*OHTA, Takezo 

TANAKA, Ichijiro 

1983 

*KITADE, Yaeko 

*NAGAMATSU, Denshin 

1984 

*HANADA, Yoshio 

*OKEGAMI, Hidehiro 

*SAKIYAMA, Hiroshi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

*TAKEMOTO, Matsuyo 

*TERANISHI, Fuji 

1985 

*KAWAHIRA, Imiko 

*YAMADA, Yukio 

1986 

*EGAMI, Hikotaro 

*HAMADE, Toyo 

*MORI, Nobuo 

*NISHIMURA, Hiroshi 

*NOSE, Tazo 

1987 

(25th Year) 

*HORI, Mika 

*KITAGAWA, Naka 

*YURUGI, Moto 

1988 
*TSUJI, Gen 

1989 

*KUROMI, Suino 

*MIURA, Kaoru 

1990 

*GREEN, Jordan 

HIRAI, Ken 

*NISHIKAWA, Mitsuye 

1991 

HAYA, Haruko 

*MIYAGAWA, Ito 

OKADA, Kazuko 

1992 

*NODA, Misaho 

*ONO, Yoichi 

*SOGA, Zenya 

UYESUGI, Fumio 

1994 

*MATSUBA, Shige 

1995 

(17th Year) 

SHIMABUKURO, Nabe 

*UYENO, Shigeo 

*YAMADA, Takaichi 

1996 

*ITAYA, Masaye 

1997 

SHOJI, Tadashi 

TAKEMORI, Akiko 

TANAKA, Masao 

1998 

*MARUYAMA, Bill 

YAMADA, Kazuye 

1999 

(13th Year) 

HAMAGUCHI, Hiroshi 

*KUNIMOTO, Akiko 

YAMADA, Hiroshi 

2000 

IMAI, Eichi 

KAKUTANI, Kiyoshi 

NISHI, Yukio 

YAMASHITA, Toshio 

2001 

WAKAHARA, Tomohiko 

2002 

FUKUI, Hisako 

NAKAMURA, Miki 

SAMESHIMA, Tadayuki 

WATANABE, Hiromi 

2003 

*NAKATSUI, Toyoko 

2004 
KITAMURA, Shizuko 

OMOTO, Noboru 

OYA, Chie 

2006 

*SATO, Yoshiaki 

2007 
HAMAGAMI, George 

KITAGAWA, Kotoma 

MORISHITA, Hatsumi 

NAKAMURA, Amy 

*NAKATSU, Toshiye 

WADA, Seiji 

2008 

KAWASAKI, Ryota 

KOYANAGI, Hiroyuki 

TANAKA, Keiichi 

TANAHARA, Yoshihide 

2009 

(Third year) 

- 

2010 

(First year) 

- 

 

Records Missing: 
 

If you know the people 

listed below with an 

Asterisk (*) next to their 

name, please contact 

VBT Secretary, Gina 

Chor. 604.253.7033 

 

We are updating 

Shotsuki Files and we 

require information on 

Next-of-Kin. 

 

Thank you for your  

co-operation. 

   ~ Shotsuki Committee 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1 2 3   7:00pm  

The Dharma 
Circle -- 
English Dharma 
Service w/ 
Rev. Aoki  

4 5 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

6 7 10 am VBT 

Toban Meeting  
2pm FVBT 

Gotan - e and 

May 

Shotsuki 

8 
10:30 am  
Gotan-e and  
Shotsuki Service  

9 10 11  12 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

13  14 
 

15 
10:30 am  
English Dharma 
Service 

16 
 
 

17 
7:00pm  
The Dharma 
Circle -- 
English Dharma 
Service  

18 
11am 
Nikkei 
Home 
Service 
(Rev. Aoki)  

19 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

20  21 
Manning 
Park Family 
Retreat  
May 21ð 23 

22 
  
 

No Service at VBT 

23 
 
VBT Office 
Closed 

24 25 26 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

27 7 pm  

English 
Public 
lecture @ 
VBT (Rev. J. 
Martin)  

28 Youth 

Gathering: 
Shinshu 
Shindig 2011      
May 28-29 

29 
10:30 am  
English Dharma 
Service 

30  31    
 

JUNE 1 
 

2 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

3 4 9am VBT 

Manju Making  
2pm FVBT 

Parentsô 

Day & 

Shotsuki 

5 
9am Childrenõs 
Hospital ChildRun 
and Outdoor 
Service @ Q.E. Park 

6 7 7:00pm  

The Dharma 
Circle -- 
English Dharma 
Service  

8 9 
12:00 Noon  
Japanese 
Service & 
Seniorõs Club 

10  11 
VBT Golf 
Tournament  

May 2011  

Upcoming in June 2011 

4 Sat—9 am Manju-Making 

5 Sun—9 am ChildRun and Outdoor Service 

11 Sat — VBT Golf Tournament 

12 Sun — 10:30 am Parents’ Day and Shotsuki Service 

        World 
Buddhist 
Womenõs 
Fed. 
Convention 
(Kyoto)  

 

14 Tues — Bon Odori Practice Begins 

25 Sat—4:00 pm Toban Party 

26  Sun— 10:30 am Dharma School Year End 

 


