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Namo Amida Butsu

At the recent Pre-tokudo Workshop held at our Vancouver temple, six worthy candidates from
across Canada attended. On the recommendation of their resident ministers, they came from Waterloo,
Toronto, Calgary, Berkeley, California; and Vancouver for three days of study. They learned many time-
honoured Buddhist rituals, standards of conduct, chanted sutras, shared Dharma experiences and
joined in the Fraser Valley and Vancouver Hoonko services. All the participants are deeply committed
individuals who have found the Teachings to resonate with their search for meaning in their lives. In the
not too distant future it is their intention to complete their Tokudo ordination at Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto.

The Hoonko service at our temple was conducted in a musical form which was patterned after the
Hongwaniji special service to commemorate the 750"y ear si nce Shinran‘s pa
From April, 2011 special services at Nishi Hongwanji have been conducted throughout the year
culminating with the Hoonko service at Hongwanji in January, 2012.

On our Naijin (alter) we have many beautiful ornaments. At the focal point in the center of the
shrine is the statue of Amida Buddha. Rennyo Shonin, the eighth Monshu of Nishi Hongwaniji, preferred
the scroll of the Name, followed by the painting of Amida Buddha, and least preferred was the physical
statue. According to Dr. Ken Tanaka, Amida is not a divine being, but rather a symbol of understanding
and caring. It is important to remind ourselves that we are liberated through Amida. Otherwise, we may
wrongly _worship‘ Amida Buddha as some supernat

The above-mentioned Name is Namo Amida Butsu, also known as Nembutsu. When Namo-
Amida-Butsu is uttered, it is our expression of heartfelt gratitude and joy. Saying the Nembutsu is not a
practice or a good act that helps us to reach enlightenment. Namo is me, the seeker, becoming one with
Amida Butsu (Buddha). Thus, we naturally clasp our hands in Gassho; the left hand is me, becoming
One with the right hand, which is Amida.

In Jodo Shinshu, Amida Buddha is experienced through the sound which is the Name, Namo
Amida Butsu. Shinran said, as an ordinary being without meditative visualization skills, we are able to
become one with Amida by saying his Name. Shinran further teaches that saying of the Nembutsu is
none ot her than the name (Amida‘s calling voi d
Thus, our practice is simply clasping our hands in Gassho and saying Namo Amida Butsu in gratitude.

Robert Akune

§ Back Row L-R: Joanne Yuasa

| (VBT), Jeff Wilson (Toronto),

| Jessica Main (VBT), Ken
| Madden (Calgary), Dennis

t Madokoro (Toronto), Christina

88 Yanko-Ringle (JSBTC Ministerial
] Candidate, Berkeley)

Front Row L-R: Bob Akune
Sensei(VBT), Rev. Tatsuya Aoki
(VBT), Socho Grant lkuta
(JSBTC, SBT), Rev. Peter
Inokoji-Kim (Sacramento), Roy
Akune Sensei (SBT)
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Messaqge from the VBT Board

How time passes so quickly when you are
involved in Temple activites and your daily
happenings. | thought | had just written the article
for the January issue of our Bodhi Mind and |
received an email from our English Editor, Joanne,
that articles for the February issue are needed to be
handed in.

January was a busy month with the New
Year ‘s Day Service and
Service with guest minister Rev. Inokoji-Kim of
Sacramento. Wish to thank Aoki Sensei, Bob
Sensei, Cathy Nishikawa and Debbie Saimoto for all
their efforts to have this service and to Sachiko
Renovich for chairing the service. The event was a
great success in conjunction with the Pre-Tokudo
Ordination Orientation of six candidates from across
Canada. The Future of Jodo Shinshu in Canada
looks very bright with these aspirants. Aoki Sensei
and Socho lkuta worked hard for hosting this
worthwhile project.

A delicious Shojin ryori (vegetarian) lunch
was prepared by the Toban and helpers.

We wished Rev. Fujikawa and Minako san all
the best in their new posting in Salinas Buddhist
Temple in California.

We will be having our Annual AGM on
Sunday February 26™ at 1:00 PM. Please plan to
attend this very important meeting.

Coming events:

Friday February 3rd—7:00 PM Public Lecture at
VBT (Ms. Jessica Main)

Saturday February 4th—9:00 AM Manju Making

Sunday February 5th—10:30 AM Nirvana day/
Shot suki and N
(Guest Speaker Ms. Jessica Main)

Sunday February 26"—1:00 PM VBT AGM

Please come and join us at these services and
events.

On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple
Board of Directors and myself, thank you once
again for all your support.

In gassho,
Frank Hamanishi
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Highlights from the
January Board Meeting

1 Annual Mochitsuki, 150 Ibs.mochi made,
attended by 130

1 35 people attended New Years Eve service
followed by toshi-kohi soba

1 Bell-ringing service at UBC 1130pm Jan. 31
attended by 230-250 N

1 00 seryice on Jan 8. guest spea Reyv.

P u %_rlwokgi(i- ira \éf acrg/ra’jergtd, gAg cl)sbser\lfgé 75 ik Q
Memorial of Shinran Shonin with Musical service
patterned after Hongwanji 750" Service.

1 Pre-tokudo Workshop sponsored by JSBTC at
VBT Jan. 5, 6 and 7 with six participants from
Toronto, Calgary and Vancouver on ritual, sutra
chanting, Dharma sharing and doctrine. Joined
Fraser Valley and Vancouver Hoonko.

1 JSBTC AGM in Winnipeg Manitoba Buddhist
Temple on April 27,28,and 29 with 5 reps. from
VBT

(D

Fundraiser for the
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
Women's Federation

Please join our monthly gift card purchasing
group and spend a small part of your dollars on gift
cards. This means that one would commit to certain
Wrd(@kegelry‘mgnthp gqr gx?mple, a member could
purchase a $50 or $100 Esso gas card or a Safeway
card every month. For more information you can
visit www.shopandsupport.ca click on 'Retail
Partners' then 'Dynamic Retail Gift Card List' to see
all shops involved in the program.

Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
Women's Federation deeply appreciates your
participation in fundraising for the World Buddhist
Women's Convention to be held in Calgary, Alberta
in 2015.

Please contact Lorna at 604 931-8796 for any
orders or questions.

Thank you for your on-going support.
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Board of Directors Recommends || Tokudo Ordination |Ori
Constitution Change Joanne Yuasa
Please come to the Vancouver Buddhist Not a week into the new year, an interestipg
Temple Annual General Meeting February 26th group of people gathered at the Vancouver Buddhist
2012 at 1pm and make your voice heard’ Temple. We gathered at VBT from across Canada and
. ! L ‘| | points in California to focus on the process of Tokudo
Following changes in the BC Societies Act, the VBT | | 5rgination. Tokudo Ordination is a ceremony that takes
board |n|.t|ated a review of the constitution .set‘ in| | place at our Head Temple, Nishi Hongwanji in Kyoto,
195_3. This work began in _2002 an_d resulted in final Japan. When one has performed the rights, one is
review and recommendation during 2011. In the| |considered a formal student of the Nembutsu
December 2011 board meeting, the constitution| | Teachings. It is also considered to be the first formal
committee including input from H. Mizuta, K.| |step of training to become a minister in the Jodo
Mizushima, B. Akune and G. Chor made final| [Shinshu tradition. But before one is allowed to
recommendations. The board adopted the| |participate in this ceremony, one must endure an 11
constitution draft and is recommending the members | | day training (I have also heard it referred to as a
vote for adoption of the new constitution draft. —testingl) period that takes
templ el . From January 5 t o
The constitution draft follows the form of]| |Buddhist Temple was a place that facilitated the giving
bylaws put forth in the BC Societies Act. The board | |and receiving of instruction regarding the Tokudo.
of directors believes that following this standardized ~ As | understand it, there had not been an
form and documenting VBT specific rules, | | 9ccasion in the history of our organization for a group of
regulations, bylaws, guidelines and operational Toll<udo asplraqts to gather. But currently in the J.odo
procedures in our policies and procedures manual is | | Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada, there are six of
the most appropriate and effective way to govern our #S kwgrkg%_tovs_/ardflvthe opportunltyl dOf reﬁewmg ;hi
organization taking the most advantage of the work fo udo r !natlon. e aspirants cou npt ave aske
done in the BC Societies Act. or b_etter instructors than the Senseis _who were
recruited that weekend. Under the leadership of Socho
" Grant lkuta, and Rev. Tatsuya Aoki, a programme was
Attached.e.are draft documents des_crl_blng the created to bring us together to learn many of the
recommended filing of the new 'constltutlor) gnd aspects of what we*|| exper.i
bylaws. There are threg ways to deﬂng a constitution| | socho Ikuta and Rev. Aoki, as Kaikyoshi (Over-seas
and bylaw described in the BC Societies act. The| |Resident Ministers), instructed us in the technical
approach we are recommending is Form 1 which is| | details of the things we need to know for the ordination
the simplest whereby we state our purpose and||process. As Minister‘s As|si st
indicate that we are adopting the bylaws provided by | |the Lower Mainland, Senseis Roy Akune and Bob
BC Societies Act. There are only 2 pages to the| | Akune were unmatched sources of information on the
submission in the documents "Bylaw Change||[pr act i cal aspects of or dfli nat
Process" and "Sample Filing of Resolution". Also | |Assistants. For Sensei Bob, who was the instructor who
attached is a copy of the bylaws provided by the BC| | had most recently been through the ordination process,
Societies Act which will be incorporated as part of the | |just over a year ago, the memories must have been still
Vancouver Buddhist Temple Constitution and| |freshin his mind. Everything was covered, from how to
Bylaws. wear the robes, what things we must memorize, to how
many pairs of tabi (traditional Japanese socks) and
Please review these documents and bring hakue (white under-robes) we should pack for the 11
your questions and support to the AGM on February | | 42Ys- Cont‘d pg 9

26th. If you have any questions in advance, please
contact our committee chair
@ greg.chor@gmail.com.

Right: Before a
session, Ken
Madden,
Dennis
Madokoro, and
Joanne Yuasa
watches over
Jeff Wilson just |
finishing tying
the obi around
his hakue.
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LivingRoom Luncheon A~ S0
C =
Saturday, February 25 Q&/\Sf%

Have you ever driven up to garage door of our temple
and wondered who those people are, gathered around
the building next door? They are people who frequent
that blue building, the LivingRoom Drop-in Centre.
(Following exerpt taken from http://lookoutsociety.ca/
LivingRoom.html)

—Fhe LivingRoom Drop-In Activity Centre was opened in
1993 to provide a welcoming and safe hang-out for the
mentally ill. Located at 528 Powell Street, this is a large,
bright and safe space for people to come to. The Drop
In offers a variety of structured and unstructured
programs to encourage participation of people,
particularly those who are not already involved with the
formal mental health system. A particular goal is to
teach social and life skills so as to enhance their ability
to maintain a stable and as independent as possible
l'iving. o

Once a year, we give our time to cook and serve a
luncheon to help our neighbours. Please join us again
this year on Saturday, February 25, 3PM at the VBT.

Spring Food Bazaar

On Sunday, March 25, the % l" ‘\
Vancouver Buddhist Temple will be - =
holding its Annual Spring Food Bazaar.
Though iit*“s still t
is already much to do in preparation.
Please come and help make the famous VBT Manju
on the following dates:

W mo

Saturday, February 4—9:00 am
Saturday, March 10—9:00 am

More help will be needed on the following dates
during the weekend of the bazaar:

Friday, March 23—9:00 am
Saturday, March 24—9:00 am
Sunday, March 25 (Bazaar Day)
—6:00 am
In Gassho,
Spring Bazaar
Organizing Committee
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Public Lecture
“Buddhism in Japanese Manga and Anime:

Tezuka, Miyazaki, and Nakamura"
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by Jessica Main

February 3 (Fri) 7:00PM

Vancouver Buddhist Temple

Jessica Main began work in the summer of 2009 as the Tung
Lin Kok Yuen Canada Foundation Chair
on Buddhism and Contemporary Soci-
ety. The Chair is the steward of UBC’s
Buddhism and Contemporary Society
Program. Her research concerns mod-
ern Buddhist ethics, social action, and
institutional life in East and Southeast
Asia. She is in the process of complet-
ing her dissertation on the modern his-
tory of human rights and descent-

based discrimination in Japanese True Pure Land, or Shin Buddhism
at McGill University. She has had the opportunity to work with a Ca-
nadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) funded project on religion
and health, investigating possible contributions of Buddhism to a phy-
sician’s ethic. She is also a member of the steering committee for the
International Association of Shin Buddhist Studies {IASBS).

Jessica became a member of Vancouver Buddhist Temple since

nt h:
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Musical Ho-onko Service Marks istoric Event
for Nembutsu Followers

January 16, 2012 marks 750 years since the passing of Shinran Shonin on whose teachings the Jodo
Shinshu traditions are founded. As a Ho-onko on this scale is observed only once every 50 years, events and
services started in 2010, giving ample opportunity for Jodo Shin followers worldwide to mark this occasion. Here in
Vancouver, there were opportunities to commemorate this occasion a number of times. In May 2010, the VBT
Youth conducted a service as part of their conference,
September, we were privileged to witness a special commemorative service conducted by the Shinmon-sama,
Kojun Otani, the son and heir to the title —Monshul,
Hongwaniji in Kyoto, a musical service was conducted several times as part of the official year-long observance,
and in 2011, several VBT members had the special opportunity to observe it at the Head Temple. This unique
musical service was described as a truly moving and memorable experience.

To bring this experience to Vancouver, a team of people, starting with VBT Resident Minister, Rev. Aoki,
wor ked together for months for this mus.i-onkosendce Musical e t
direction was given by Cathy Nishikawa and Debbie Saimoto, who led the Wisteria Choir. The Service Director,
who worked behind-the-scenes, was Youth Leader Anthony Chor, who also gave direction to the VBT Youth who
also sang as part of the service. The Naijin was as full as it has ever been, with Bishop Grant lkuta (JSBTC, SBT),

Rev. Tatsuya Aoki (VBT), Guest Minsiter Rev. Peter Inokoji-Ki m ( Sacramento Buddhi st
Assistants Roy Akune Sensei (SBT) and Bob Akune Sensei (VBT). As well, the six participants of the Tokudo
Ordination Orientation Workshop who had gathered from across Canada were present in the Naijin (See article on
pages 1,4 and 5 in this issue). The work of these people culminated at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple on January

8, 2012, when the Hondo filled with beautiful voices singing out the Nembutsu.

While Ho-onko Services were mindfully observed all over the world during January, 2012, for Nembutsu
followers at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple, this was a truly unique and impressive service. One which hopefully
inspired people to work towards growing and strengthening Jodo Shinshu so that a Hon-onko service as
impressive will be observed by a future generation in 2062: the 800th Memorial for Shinran Shonin.

Above: A full Naijin, the Wisteria Choir and Youth lead the singing of the Nembutsu
Below from left to right: The Wisteria Choir; D. Saimoto and C. Nishikawa; 4
Rev. Aoki leads the service; Guest Minister Rev. Inokoji-Kim.
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Tuesday Evening
Dharma Circle

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism is based on the teachings
and writings of Shinran Shonin. What is the
foundation of his deep appreciation of the Nembutsu
Path? What is at the core of the Pure Land
Buddhism?

If you would like to explore these ideas,
please join us at 7:30pm on the FIRST and THIRD
Tuesdays of every month. The evening starts with a
sutra chanting and meditation.

Our gatherings for February will be the 7th
and the 21st. We hope to see you there.

VANCOUVER BUDDHIST TEMPLE—BODHI MIND

Oppenheimer Park Christmas Dinner

the

in a
relationships of member Pat Doiron, the Vancouver

For the second vyear row,

Buddhist Temple has participated in the
Oppenheimer Park Christmas Dinner provided by
the film industry on December 17, 2011. The

temple's social hall offers a warm place for some of
the over 3500 community guests to enjoy their turkey
dinner.

Mel Weisbaum represented the organizers in
his note of appreciation for the use of our facility:

-On behalf of Mary Anne Waterhouse, and
the entire OPCD team, I'd like to extend a special
thanks to all the locations' related sponsors, suppliers
and donators for helping us out again this year. It's
still early, and I don't have an official count on the
number of meals that were served, but it couldn't be
less than the 3,300 that were distributed at last year's
event.

Issue #362

~

Al nfinite Li

-New Publication, History Book of the
Vancouver Buddhist Temple.

feo

(

Over five years ago, a committee was
organized to compile a history of our temple from
when it was first established back in 1904. It was felt
that a written record would be very meaningful and
enjoyable to past, present and future members and
family. To learn about the struggles and hardship
endured by our pioneers, past and present, is an
important legacy for our future stability and growth of
our wonderful Teaching.

After regular monthly meetings for the past
five years, a beautiful hard-cover book will be ready
for distribution to members and friends of the temple
by January, 2012. The publication of over 200 pages
is on high-quality gloss paper filled with many
memorable photographs in black and white, and in
colour. Written detailed accounts of our history, as
well as personal recollections of special events and
occasions are all included.

Each household whether single or of multiple
members, as a current member, shall receive one
book at no charge. Additional copies may be
purchased at cost upon request. The cost per book
to publish is $60.00 plus tax.

The History Book committee seeks your
finan-mne t

£ A

assistance to
-a-l i feti me! Centenni
publication. Any contribution to
off-set cost is much appreciated.

h
n

Hands In Gassho,
History Book Committee

Mu
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Please have a look at the link below, created by our
volunteer coordinator Jill Christensen, and you'll see
what your efforts have accomplished. Not only for
those that benefited from your kindness and
generosity, but also for those of us that participated
on site on the day... we enjoyed ourselves as much
as, if not more, than all of our guests.
http://www.oppenheimerdinner.ca/sponsor3.html

Happy Holidays to everyone, and once again, a
HUGE thanks from the team... and we're already
looking forward to next year... and to receiving your
support once again.

Best, Me | 0



http://www.oppenheimerdinner.ca/sponsor3.html
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(ol a We are off to a gentle start to the new year after

“"“ Dharma SChOOI an active and busy end to 2011. The skating party on
%ie \ e=A  December 30" drew approximately 50 people to
enjoy some ice time. Seasoned skaters glided

effortlessly, novices stepped out tentatively, young and old-e r were pulled and spun
one end of the rink energetic souls engaged in a determined game of ice hockey, youngsters and oldsters
took some —time outl in the playhouse and games at

more ice than desired. Thankfully, there were no serious consequences. By the end of the evening, there
were many door prizes won by the participants and boxes of non-perishable foods to donate to the Food

Bank. Thank you to every one who came out and a very special thanks to Pat and Susie for the generous
donation of the rink rental cost!

’ i '& )JF ::l; b — ,&

Above: VBT Dharma School members, Youth, and friends gather at Moody
Park Arena to enjoy an evening of skating.

Right: The Dharma School Hockey Star Thomas.

Below Right: : Nicole, Sakura, and Meghan take a break from skating.

Below Left: Participants of the skating party were asked to bring a donation for
the Food Bank

.
[
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New Year 6s Eve
Bell-Ringing
At UBC Asian Studies Centre

Members of VBT helped a couple of
hundred people ring-out 2011 and ring-in
2012. The evening was cold, but the
atmosphere was warm as people
gathered around the Pacific Bell at the
UBC Asian Studies Centre. The evening
started with the thundering of taiko
drumming by Shinobu Homma.

After chanting the Juseige and a few words from Aoki
Sensei, people were welcomed to strike the bell.
Afterwards, they were offered a warm cup of
Amazake, and some I|iteratur
Teachings of Buddhal di str
Shinshu, and our temple.

Above: Aoki Sensei and VBT Volunteers.
Left: Dave, John, and Art help keep everyone warm by
o | B serving Amazake.

65th Annual NorthWest Buddhist Convention
Spokane Washington
Friday February 17 -Sunday February 19, 2012

AUnder Amidads Umbrella of Compa
The NorthWest District invites our Dharma friends to attend their 65™ Annual Convention held in the beautiful
and historic Davenport Hotel, in Spokane Washington. Reverend Marvin Harada from the Orange County
Temple will be the keynote speaker. Bishop Koshin Ogui will address the convention on Saturday afternoon.
The weekend will be filled with workshops, along with a banquet and entertainment.

Registration per person US$ rate:

Adult = $115 Registration fee includes: talks, workshops,
YBA = $100 Friday light reception, Saturday lunch & dinner

Karen Vielle c/o Spokane Buddhist Temple 927 S Perry Street Spokane, WA 99202
1-509 326-4151 or email: karen@spokaneyogashala.com

Fri Evening -light snacks are provided in hospitality room.
Sat Lunch is soup & sandwich, potato chips, fruit & cookie with beverage
Saturday Dinner your choice: please choose one in advance: Chicken, Salmon or Vegetarian
Sunday Bento Box $10.00 - optional, must be ordered upon registration

Please pick up registration form at Vancouver Temple Office or www.spokanebuddhisttemple.com

8
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The Toban System keeps our Temple Running!

As you may recall, our Toban (duty) system is helps maintain our facilities and provide
services such as meals for special services and events at our Temple. Everyone,
members and non-members alike, can be a participant on a toban team. Members are
automatically assigned to a toban group. We are all responsible for the maintenance
and operations of our Temple, which includes clean-up days at the end of each month.

Events for TOBAN #4

February March
Sat. 4 — 9:00 am — Manju making — 4/toban Sat. 3 -10:00 a.m. Toban Mtg.
Sun 5 — 10:30 am — Nirvana Day/Shotsuki/ Sat 10 — 9:00 am — Manju Making
New Year-48cbaR ar $unp 11 —10:30 am — Spring Higan/
Sun 26 — 1:00 pm — VBT AGM Dana Day/ Shotsuki

Fri/Sat 23&24 —9:00 am Bazaar Prep

If you require additional information or have any Sunday 25 -6:00am — BAZAAR

questions, please call your Toban Captain:

Frank Hamanishi - 604-298-9285 Thur 29 — 10:30 am- Asahikawa ngh School
Band Concert

Mrs. Yukiko Akao Miss Cathy Nishikawa Mrs. Katsuko Okada

Mr. & Mrs. Yasuhiko Bando Mr. & Mrs. Saburo Nishimura Mr. & Mrs. Raizo Okada

Mrs. Martha Banno Mr. & Mrs. Shiro Nishimura Mrs. Yukiko Okano

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hamanishi Mrs. Tomiko Noda Mrs. Shirley Oye

Ms. Terrie Hamazaki Mrs. Tsuyako Noda Ms. Jenny Pedersen

Mr. Hugh Hanlon Mr. & Mrs. Yoshimi Noguchi Mrs. Mitsuye Sakata

Mr. Kinya lkegami Mr. George Nomura Mr. & Mrs. Bob Soga

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kajiwara Mr. Robert Nomura Mrs. Noriko Sugimoto

Mrs. Yasuko Komori Mr. Toshi Nomura Mrs. Ryoji Fusako

Mr. & Mrs. Min Koyanagi Mr. & Mrs. Lance Nose Mrs. Kiyoko Yada

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Mukai Mrs. Leigh Oikawa Mrs. Keiko Yakumo

Miss Yvonne Nakano

Contd frQne of the $ost surprising things for me, was that we were to be wearing the fuho (Black
Robe) and hakue, for the weekend. Wearing the robe and underlying layers affected how | sat during a lesson,
how | breathed during chanting, and even how | took fluids for the weekend. When one is instructed to take the
|l ayers off whenever we make a trip to the washr oom,
cup of <coffee..?l

Another instructor for the weekend was Rev. Peter Inokoji-Kim from the Sacramento Betsuin. His wealth of
information was only surpassed by his exuberant enthusiasm for sharing with us aspirants the things he had
learned and experienced during his ordination. | will take away from his lessons, his suggestions on getting
through the rigorous 11 days of training in Japan:
around you, and help each other out! His words certainly made an impact on everyone; from getting to the temple
on time every morning, to the Ho-onko Service we led at Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple, and participating in the
VBT Ho-onko Service, we tried to help each other as best we could.

An interesting aspect of the weekend was that everyone, teachers and aspirants alike, was given the
opportunity to share our relationship with Jodo Shinshu. Most of us talked about how we encountered Jodo
Shinshu, why we are working towards Tokudo, and our future paths within the organization. Just as we are all
unique individuals, we all have very different relationships with Jodo Shinshu. Some of us grew up in the tradition,
some of us encountered it only a few years ago. While all of us had different stories to tell, the one thing that was
common to each of our stories was our encounters with each of our Sanghas. We come from temples across
Canada and the US, and we all described our sangha members as warm, friendly, and welcoming. What a
wonderful testament to Jodo Shinshu and its followers.

For each of us, being able to go through the Tokudo Ordination will mark the first of a varying number of
steps towards Jodo Shinshu Ministry. No matter where our paths started, nor what our end-goals might be, we are
grateful for the conditions that allowed all of our paths to merge for one weekend at the Vancouver Buddhist
Temple and experience the care and generosity of the Senseis and the Sangha. Namo Amida Butsu. ~ J.Y.

9
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Greetings from the Valley,

= Our first service of the year and Hoonko service was held on Saturday, January
oo 7 with 12 very special guests. We were truly honoured to have in our presence 6
= tokudo candidates from across Canada in addition to 6 ministers and teachers. Rev.

Aoki conducted the service joined by Bishop Grant Ikuta, Rev. Fujikawa, Roy Akune Sensei, Bob Akune
Sensei and guest speaker Rev. Inokoji-Kim of the Sacramento Betsuin. In his Dharma Talk Rev. Inokoji-Kim
spoke of his personal experiences that led him to becoming a Jodo Shinshu minister. The one that resonated
most loudly was his grandmother's teaching of the meaning of Namu Amida Butsu when he was a young
boy. She simply said in a way that a 6 year old could understand that it means everything will be okay and
through all his difficulties those reassuring words stayed with him and eventually brought him to Jodo
Shinshu. It's quite often the most simple teachings that can affect us most deeply.

We were also very fortunate to have the 6 tokudo candidates who were in training lead in the sutra
chanting of Shoshinge and our temple was filled with the wondrous sound of chanting voices. The 6
candidates were Christina Yanko a ministerial aspirant, Joanne Yuasa and Jessica Main of Vancouver, Jeff
Wilson and Dennis Madokoro of Toronto and Ken Madden of Calgary. It was a pleasure to meet them all
and they will surely continue to lead and inspire us on the Jodo Shinshu path.

After the service we enjoyed a delicious potluck luncheon along with ozoni prepared by our
Fujinkai. It was a great opportunity to meet our guests and share a wonderful meal together. As well we
were able to say a fond farewell to Rev. Fujikawa and Minako-san who will be moving to Salinas,
California as Sensei will continue his ministry there. Although it was pouring rain that day we were able to
enjoy much warmth and friendship with our sangha.

One of our members Austin Fisher will be moving to Korea next month to teach English and we wish
him all the best in his new endeavour.

Our next service will be on Saturday, February 4 and we'll be back to our usual time of 2:00
pm. Following that our March service is on Saturday, March 10 which will be followed with our Annual
General Meeting so please mark that on your calendar.

In gassho,
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple

Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple

Donation List January 7, 2012 Hoonko and

Monthly Shotsuki Service

Received in Mail

0-99 Marion Fuijita

November 5, 2011 Shotsuki

. Eileen Fujita Mrs. Amy Nagamatsu
Mr. Mrs. John Kamimura - $200 Mr. Mrs. Merv. Araki Mrs. Irene Rohrer
December 3, 2011 Bonenkai and Shotsuki m; “ér:ﬁg/?e)/vgﬁuwg?a m: mz Eﬁg Elg;[l?awa
(l\)/l- gla John Kami In M f Mr. Mrs. Frank Hamanishi Byron Kagawa
r. WIrs. John amlmu'\r/la ) g eFmoLyho Mrs. May Mukaida Mr. Mrs. Joe Tateyama
Mrs. Toruko K , rs-l I‘\Jﬂe ucht fara Mrs. Chieko Takasaki Mrs. Hisako Shikaze
rs. Teruko rawamo OH- n Temoiiy 0 Reverend & Mrs. Orai Ms. Naomi Shikaze
enry fanaka Fujikawa Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto
Mr. Mrs. Robert Akune Mrs. Kiyo Nagamatsu
WJ  Kam Lori North
r. VIrs..John kamimura - Ms. Amy Kawamoto 100 - 199
Mr. Mrs. Ben & Florence Shikaze (Edmonton) Jenny Fuijita Mr. Mrs. Alain Hashimoto
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Family Retreat at Manning Park
May 19-21 2012
**Reqistration due: March 25, 2012**

7

st 4 &=
Enjoy a weekend designed to promote fellowship between the various age groups within the families
attending. Participate in activities, lectures and workshops. The event is open to anyone who is curious about
or interested in the teachings of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism or is just a friend or family of someone who is. This
is a family event where we wil| be —living in the

Accommodations will be community style with shared cottages and hotel rooms. When requesting your group
to stay together, please submit all names. Organizers will try to accommodate your requests and use
discretion being mindful of other guests. Accommodations filled on a first come first served basis.

All meals will be provided as planned by the organizing committee. All guests will sign up for meal
preparation, cooking and cleanup duties. Please let us know if any member of your group has food allergies.
Local guests are welcome to bring home  -made desserts to share.

Manning Park is just 3 hours from Vancouver and 2 ' hours from Kelowna. Participants are responsible for
their own travel to Manning Park.

On Saturday May 19", our Opening service is scheduled for 4:00pm, please pick up registration packages
and room keys in the Tamarack Room from 2:00-3:00pm.

Final Registration must be received with payment by Sunday March 25, 2012. Thank You.

All cheques payabletoi Vancouver Buddhi st Templ eo

Mail to: Vancouver Buddhist Temple 220 Jackson Avenue Vancouver, BC V6A 3B3

Pl ease send along with the cheque: l i st of names

Rates (per person for Chalets & Cabins)*

Types Age Price*
Adult Member* (AM) 26+ $135
Adult Non-Member (AN) 26+  $150
Youth (Y) 14 to 25 $80
Child (C) 6to13 $40
Infant (1) to5 free

*Hotel Room requests will be $244 per room for the weekend + 50% of the per person rates above

*Discounted rates apply for adult members of the JSBTC (Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada), BCA (Buddhist
Churches of America), Hawaii Kyodan and members of any affiliate of the Nishi Hongwaniji.

Please let us know if you would prefer hotel, cottage or chalet accommodations. Thank you.

Standard Cottage - sleeps 8 — (14 available)

1 double & 2 sets of bunks plus 1 double hide a bed, sitting room with TV & full kitchen

Deluxe Cottages - sleeps 10 — (5 available)

3 bedrooms-2 queens & 2 sets of bunks plus 1 double hide a bed, sitting room with TV & kitchen
Tri-Plex Chalets i sleeps 147 (2 available)

— adjoining rooms to sleeping units with separate bathrooms

Sponsored by:BC Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temple Federation. Hosted by:Vancouver Buddhist Temple.
If you have any questions, please contact: VBT at 604-253-7033 or Email: retreat.vbt@gmail.com
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SHOTSUKI (Memorial) List 8 February 2012
The February Shotsuki / monthly memorial service will be held on Sunday, February 5, at 10:30 am.

Records Missing

If you know the
people listed below with
an asterisk (*) next to their
name, please contact VBT
Secretary, Gina Chor:
604.253.7033

We are updating

Shotsuki Files and we
require information on
Next-of-Kin.

Thank you for
your co-operation.
~Shotsuki Committee

1952
*UEDA, Taneichi

1957
*NOMURA, Kinu

1958
*MUKAI, Matsuijiro
*TERASHITA, Matsuzo

1959
*HORI, Ito
*NISHIZAWA, Sadajiro
*TAKAI, Koharu

1960
*NISHII, lyo

1962
*NAKAGAWA, Kazuo
*TSUJIMOTO, Tsuneno

1963

(50th Year)

INOUYE, Shigetaka

1965
*HAGANE, Yoshijiro
*NAKAMURA, Hirokichi
*NAKANISHI, Tamejiro

1966
*MARUMOTO, Junko

1967
*MORI, Zen

1968
KONDO, Satoshi

1970
*KIKUTA, Toshio
*TSUMURA, Sumiye
*UYEMURA, Akio

1971
*KARIYA, Yasuyuki
NISHIMURA, Ryokan

1972
*KONDO, Kenijiro
*SUGIE, Masami

*SUZUKI, Gennosuke
YADA, Kunie
1974
*URATAK Teru
1975
*IZUMI, Shimataro
*KOYANAGI, Ino
*NODA, Yoshie
*SATO, Yoshi
*TANAKA, Motoyoshi
1976
*HIRAKIDA, Hagino
1977
*INOUYE, Zenzaburo
*KARIYA, Jirohei
*KINOSHITA, Kazuichi
*MADOKORO, Jitsuiji
*TASAKA, Yukiyo
1978
MINATO, Keiji
NASU, Bunkichi
*YAMASHITA, Bunkichi
1979
*KIMURA, Kikuo
*NAKASONE, Chie
1980
(33rd Year)
*TANAKA, Manabu
1981
*MAKINO, Toshimasa
TANAKA, Tomijiro
1982
*FURUGORI, Kikuyo
*MASUHARA, Kishi
*NISHI, Iwano
TAGUCHI, Sataro
*TAKENO, Takeiji
1983
*OURA, Kome
1984
*KAJIHARA, Tsuruyo

*MOTOMOCHI, Tomekichi

1985
*MAYENO, Kenichi
*MOMOTANI, Yuriko

1986
*MATSUDA, Mikino

1987
KOYANAGI, Taki
*SATO, Kojiro

1988

(25th Year)

*AKASAKA, Mitsuko

TAKATA, Tadayuki
*UCHIDA, Shiro

*WAKABAYASHI,Genroku

1989
ASAOKA, Sotono
*INOUYE, Eiji
*KUNIMOTO, Shinkatsu
*TAMAKI, Komaye
1990
*KONDO, Yoshiye
1991
*TABATA, Fumie
1992
*MAYE, Meiko
*SATO, Satoshi
*YAMADA, Masayoshi
1993
*TAGAMI, Frank
1994
*IWAMOTO, Ryuichi
1995
KAMACHI, Shigekazu
SHIBATA, Tsuya
IKEDA, Toyohiko
1996
(17th year)
KOZAKA, Yoshinari
OYAMA, George
*SHINYASHIKI, Kazuya
1997
WAKABAYASHI, Yasue
1998
BANNO, Haru
HIRAKIDA, Ed
MITSUI, Kazue
1999
CHAKI, Asako
HIRANO, Raishu
ONO, Butch
2000
(13th year)

KITAMURA, Kichinosuke

NISHI, Masaharu

2001
FUKUHARA, Kisaburo
NODA, Kaoru
YAMASHITA, Kusuye

2003
HAMA Teruko
JOW Marie Rebecca
TAKEUCHI Seiji

2004
KONDO, Hideo
URAISAMI, Miyoko
YADA, Hideo
YONEDA, Yusuke

2005
MINATO, Umeko

2006
NAKATA, Dick Sadao
NAKATSU, Teruo
SAKAMOTO, Ito
SHIODA, Tetsuya
ONEYAMA, Pete

2007
KASUYA, June

2008
KITAGAWA, Nobuko

2009
IKEDA, Ayako
KONDO, Hatsu
SHIN, Yoshiko
YAMASHITA, Naoye
MOMOI, Minako
YAKURA, Florence
FUJINAMI, Shigeko

2010

(3rd year)
ISHIGURO, Kiyoko
SHIMABUKURO, Seiji
MITSUI, Yoshitada

2011

(1st year)
CHIYA, Hideo
UYEDA, Teruo
FUJIKOTO, UMEKO

12

Passings

The Vancouver Buddhist Temple offers
deepest sympathies for the families of

Roy Shima (67) January 4, 2012
Toshiharu Nomura (82) January 9, 2012
Yoshiharu Hayashi (83) January 6, 2012
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February 2012

Fri
Rev. Aoki is visiting Hongwanji and other temples with members | 2 3 4 9:00 AM
from February 6 to 21. _ _ 12:00 Noan Fr VBT Manju-
I n case of urgent minister's VJcse S ?/Ial,\lﬂa[(i@gyo
Service), please contact Bishop Grant Ikuta at Steveston Public 2PMEVBT
Buddhist Temple. Cell: (604) 908-4140 Lecture | Nivana Day/
Sunday services and Dharma Circle will be conducted by Shotsuki
minister's assistants. (Bishop lkuta)
5 10:30 AM 6 7 8 9
Nirvana Day/ 7:30 PM 12:00 Noon PM @ VBT
Shotsuki and New The Dharma Seni or ¢ Lectureby
Year ds Par Circle -- Jessica Main
(Guest: Ms. Jessica English
Main) Dharma
Service
12 13 14 |15 16 17 18
10:30 AM ’ 12:00 Noon
Dharma School o ) Japanese
English Service o Service &
v Seniord
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30 AM 7:30 PM 12:00 Noon 3:00 PM
Dharma School The Dharma Japanese Meal Service
English Service Circle -- Service & for Living Room
English Seniord (Come help out
Dharma in your
N Service Community!)
120630 AM VBT AGM 28 29 MARCH 2 ?0 00 AM
Dharma School:, 1PM : 1 _ Toban Meeting
English Service * Please planto : 12:00 Noon
Attend! Japanese
oooooooooooooooooo Serv'ce &
Senior o
4 10:30 AM 5 6 7 8 9 10 9:00 AM
Nirvana Day and 7:30 PM 12:00 Noon Manju -Making
Shotsuki Service The Dharma Japanese 2PM FVBT
Circle -- Service & Nirvana Day/
English Senior 6 Shotsuki
Dharma (Aoki)
Service

13



tel:%28604%29%20908-4140

