BopH1I MIND

Vancouver Buddhist Church vancouverbuddhistchurch.ca
220 Jackson Ave., Vancouver, BC, V6A 3B3 January 2007
(604) 253-7033 Issue 306
Jan 1, 2007

New Year’s Greeting

“Immeasurable Light and Life.”

At the beginning of the year, | would like to send you my greetings.

May we all continue to live every day of this year in appreciation of the Nembutsu.

At the Hongwanji the restoration work of the Goeido ( The Hall of the founder Shinran Shonin )
which began eight years ago, is near completion. In the end of last fall, the shelter canopy was re-
moved and the entire roof of the hall has now become visible again.

A certain percentage of old tiles that were made two hundred years as well as three hundred
seventy years ago were also reused and you can tell the enthusiasm and high standard of profes-
sionalism in those days. The restoration project is scheduled to continue for two more years,
mainly focusing on the interior of the hall, and for the most part, the altar area.

Although the preparation for the seven hundred fiftieth memorial for Shinran Shonin has been
in steadily progress in the term of the buildings and other structures of the Hongwanji, with regard
to the attitude and action of each one of us, there seems to be much that still needs to be done.

Traditional systems and rites are important and are the basis of our religious organization.
However they might be difficult to follow for those who were born and raised in the districts that
are far away from the Hongwanji. In addition, some of those traditions may not be essential for
them. In these cases, | wonder if there is a short cut to present and inform them the way of life “to
hear the Primal Vow and recite the Nembutsu.” Although such ways and means as publications
and computers are increasingly available, nothing is more important than the human relationships.
This is because we can realize the working of Amida Buddha through people who live in the Nem-
butsu.

Let us tackle with the sufferings of the modern people while talking about the Dharma using
the modern language, and live together intoning the Nembutsu.

OHTANI Koshin
Monshu,
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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Dave’s Greetings

I still can't believe the year has gone by so quickly!
Our temple's busy

schedule does not give our members much chance
to relax. | think we all need to enjoy the holiday
season by having a lot of family time together.
With our busy schedules, we tend to forget the true
meaning and take for granted the importance of
family quality time.

Throughout this year, our temple has made many
capital improvements. The rolling steel garage
door, security cameras outside the temple with
monitors in the kitchen and office and new board
room chairs in the library. These enhancements
were made possible with our members generous
support and many hours of dedication to our tem-
ple. Throughout the years, our temple has be-
come oneness with ourselves. Our ancestors
given us a seed to grow and as a result creating a
beautiful temple and a devoted Sangha. Domo
arigato gozaimashita!!!
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Thank-you to Mrs.Kitano for her many years of
dedication to our temple and Sangha as our secre-
tary. Our temple truly will miss her. Mrs. Gina
Chor is now our new secretary. She is a wonderful
person, hard working and full of energy. I'm sure
with our support and patience, she'll feel right at
home.

PS. Teaching her some Japanese words would
really make her happy!

Our resident minister Rev.Aoki, has also made
great efforts in providing

guidance to our membership. Our Dharma school
teachers and our temple's

leading maestro Debbie Saimoto also needs to be
recognized for their

outstanding dedication. With this year soon ending,
on behalf of the Board of Directors of the VBC,
thank-you for all of your support!!!

Seasons Greetings and a Happy New Year,

In Gassho,
Dave Ohori

VBC Annual General Meeting
Sunday, February 4th, 1:00 pm

Bodhi Day Crossword — Solution

Across

1. Title given to baby Buddha — PRINCE

3. Holy person — BIKKU

6. Shakyamuni Buddha’s name at birth - SIDDARTHA
9. Wisdom — BODHI

Down

2. Make aware — ENLIGHTEN

4. Month Bodhi Day is observed — DECEMBER
5. Clan name of Sakyamuni Buddha - SAKYA
7. Country where Buddhism started — INDIA

8. One meaning is “the teachings” - DHARMA
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Happy New Year!

Not long ago someone said to me, “It hasn’t been an easy year, has it?” My response was, “I’ve found
the older we get, there are no ‘easy years.””

But this is no reason to despair or dread the year ahead. Every year is full of changes and challenges
that will shape and give “flavor” to our lives.

Of the many wonderful memories | have of my father, two linger on my mind today. We knew the last
month of his life that his heart was growing weaker. When | went to see him, Dad was napping in his room.
I would just sit by his bedside. When his eyes opened, he would give me a big smile and say, “I’m still
here!” We would laugh because it was as if he had read my mind.

Whenever | called him, our conversations always began with the usual inquiry: “How are you doing?” |
always felt that my Dad’s response was remarkable. He would NOT say, “I’m okay” or “Not bad.” What-
ever he may have felt physically, he would say, “Perfect.” His body may not have been doing well, but Dad
felt his life was “Perfect.”

Each morning | awake, in my heart, | feel my Dad’s words, “I’m still here!” And whatever changes and
challenges life may bring me, in my heart | also hope to feel that my life is “Perfect.” We wish everyone
such a “Perfect” New Year for this would be a year of living a “Life of Nembutsu.”

Namo Amida Butsu

Tatsuya Aoki

Hoonko (Memorial Honoring Shinran Shonin)

As the most important Jodo Shinshu observance, this is the date
chosen to commemorate Shinran Shonin’s passing. Traditionally,
seven days of services are conducted at Honzan (mother temple in
Kyoto Japan), culminating on January 16th. During that period, nu-
merous activities are held, recalling the legacy that the Founder had
left. This gives practicers a chance to “hear the light” through listen-
ing to sermons, talks, rituals, and sangha fellowship.

(from Jodo Shinshu: A Guide)
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Dharma School Update

Happy New Year Everyone from Dharma
School students, parents and teachers!

Dharma School students all received gifts at
Bodhi Day service on December 10" and followed
it up by attending the movie “Happy Feet” (see stu-
dent reviews) at a nearby theater. A week later, af-
ter the morning service, they helped pound and
shape mochi at the otera for the New Year Services
and then enjoyed a wonderful lunch prepared by
the toban members and helpers. It was a happy
ending to a full year of activities for the students.

Thank you to Aoki Sensei, the otera board and
members, parents and students for their support and
encouragement of Dharma School.

Molly Akune

The movie “Happy Feet”” was funny, good, and
silly.—Zach and Colton Oyama

The movie had a good story.

That Mumble the penguin was really good at tap-
dancing.

The actors had good voices and the singing was
great.

I loved the penguin. And | definitely liked the mu-
sic!

Manley Xu ©

On December 10, 2006 we went to see the
movie Happy Feet with other kids from Dharma
School.

The movie was about a penguin named Mumble
who couldn’t sing but he could dance. All the other
penguins didn’t like him and so Mumble went off to
another place and made friends with other pen-
guins.

My favorite part was when the little penguins
on the other island said funny things to the seal that
was trying to eat Mumble.

- Tamara Keiko Wong age 9
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Mochi, mochi, mochi

Today's event was very memorable and
a great success !! The turnout of volunteer's
this year was around 100 people. The event
was flawless thanks to everyone who helped in
many ways that they can big or small. The va-
riety of mochi dishes prepared today was deli-
cious ! The manual work has treated with
smiling faces and laughter.

Thank-you to all who made this event
and to the future heritage of our temple.

Domo Arigato,

Dave

Aoki Sensei takes a
turn pounding the
hot rice.

Members work
together to
pound sweet
rice and make
hundreds of
new year’s
mochi.




Issue #306, January 2007

SHOTSUKI (Memorial) List—January

VANCOUVER BUDDHIST CHURCH—BODHI MIND

Page 6

January Shotsuki/monthly memorial service will be held on Sunday, January 14, 2007

1958—50th year
Yoshiko Izumi
Minosuke Nakagawa
Hatsutaro Tateoka
1960

Mantaro Uyeno
Jusaburo Sato
Yosokichi Hamakawa
1961

Shuzo Ozawa

1962

Shosuke Baba
1963

Shizu Banno

1964

Kiyoji Honma
Takezo Uyeno
1965

Imaye Terakita
1966

Kameo Kumano
Shichiro Nakayama
1968

Kiyoichi Koyanagi
1970

Kazuhide Horita
1971

Tomiichi Mukai
1972

Koto Kawamoto
Kunikichi Fukunaga
1973

Hana Kitasaka

Ai Tanami

1974

Buyemon Araki
Sumiyo Hasebe
Tameichi Murao
1975—33rd year
Seiichi Nakano
Mitsugu Shimokura
1976

Naosaku Mukuda
1977

Hiraye Usui

1978

Tomo Hashimoto

1981

Shigeichi Ui

1982

Tatsuhiko Sonoda
1983—25th year
Genji Yada

Taki Okabe
Moshichi Endo
Masako Nakashima
1984

Kenichi Yamashita
Ichiro Araki

1985

Tamaya Yumoto
Kura Hisanaga
Tadasu Sonoda
1986

Genichi Ohori
Eishiro Yoshiye
1987

Yonetaro Yamamoto
Brett Shima
Yonezo Hori

1988

Tsunekichi Hamaguchi
Tamiyo Kinoshita
Shigeru Maruyama
1989

Jin Nakano
Hanaye Atagi
Otogusu Takemoto
Yuki Sokugawa
Motoye Kobuke
1990

Chuichi Fujii
Yoshitaka Miura
Misayo Oye
1991—17th year
Risao Yamamoto
Shozo Kikuchi
Kazuo Nakano
1992

Betty Wakahara
Shigeyoshi Hamazaki
1993

Tsutomu Noda

Jun Maehara

1994

Hideo Imaoka
Makie Oikawa
Seiichi Nakata
1995—13th year
Shio Yabuno
Kimiyo Terakita
1996

Yojiro Kondo
Kazuko Nakahara
Betty Nakatani
Sayuri Sakai
1997

Kazue Tanaka
Toshio Nishikawa
Akemi Shimizu
1998

Shunei Ogura
1999

Toshie Uyeyama
Hisaye Iwata
Mayumi Tsukamoto
Haruko Nishi
Chizue Suginobu

2000

Shigeru Kuromi
2001—7th year

Saichi Tamoto

2002

Kazue Aso

Richard Bendig

Nora Hisako Kurokawa
Yasuji Frank Sakai
2003

YAMAMOTO Kiyoko
2004

TANI, Kenzo
2006—1st year
GOTO, Shigeko
HANAZAWA, Fumiko
NISHIMURA, Masao
URAISAMI, Seiji

With deepest sympathies...

Our thoughts are for the
family of Kaname Oye who passed
away on December 14th.
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Greetings to all from the Fraser Valley.

Summer slid into fall like an otter slides into a
pool..... we certainly have had a lot of wet this second
week of November.

Fortunately we have had a successful and fun fall
bazaar before the rain, our first since the reopening of
the temple. Thanks to our many volunteers and donors
to our cause, we were able to see a profit in our first
such financial venture and best of all, we had lots of
good food to eat, vegetables and baking to take home
and some interesting purchases from our craft and white
elephant tables. | have added to my collection of fridge
magnets with new, beautiful Japanese ones, and | saw
one buyer purchase an almost new color tv for $50.00.
You can’t beat that!

Congratulations to the Steveston temple for putting
on a fantastic convention. The problems faced by the
environment and biodiversity became much clearer
when it was explained so expertly by Dr. Moola. Recog-
nizing that relationship of interdependence in nature and
humans is such a strong Buddhist concept, his lecture
struck an immediate and powerful chord in many of the
listeners. And practicing the “ other kind of
meditation” was very enlightening on Sunday. The ses-
sion on stress , causes and effects, and reduction of ...
was not only timely but constructive.

This month was however, a sad time as well. We
lost a treasured friend, Nancy Fuyoko Saito on Novem-
ber 13. Nancy and her husband Mitsuo unceasingly and
generously supported us during our rebuilding and joy-
fully came to temple with us during the last two years.
The ginko tree donated by them in front of the temple
flourishes and will stand as a constant rememberance of
them both.

As for our future events, our little temple in the
valley is looking forward to our monthly shotsuki and
simple dharma services. Our December service will be
on December 2 at 11:00. And we will be again celebrat-
ing “fun” at our second annual Games night for kids,
young and old. Our evening of games will be on Decem-
ber 29" Friday night at 7:00 with card games, board
games, udon and nibblies. Come play with us, you may
win some valuable prizes.

In gassho
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple
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Akemashite omedetoo gozaimasu Happy
New Year to you all..... from the valley!

The festive season will have come and gone
when you are reading this, but hopefully the peace
and joy of the time will linger. In Japan it is said
that the Oshoogatsu festival is the most important
of the year. It is the beginning, the opening, of the
new year. We, in the valley, wish everyone peace
and joy through the entire 2007 year. May all the
temples across Canada joyfully observe Shusho—e
( New Year’s Service ) to rededicate our lives to
the way laid down for us in the Jodo Shinshu with
Amida Buddha as our guide and teacher.

We would also like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who has helped us during the last
year and wish them all a peaceful, positive, harmo-
nious year 2007.

Merv and Daisy Araki, Mrs. Kiyo Nagamatsu, Alice
Baker, Roy and Amy Nagamatsu, Bill Miyazaki and Eve-
lyen Evans, Jean and Jamie Nakatsui, Kim Conway, Yu-
kio and Roberta Nasu, Kiyo Domai, Lori North, Kelvin
and Toshi Dyck, Dave Ohori, Ken Fuchihara, Steve and
Paige Perry, Tsumae Fuchihara, Irene Rohrer, Bishop
and Mrs. Fukikawa, Larry and Jeanne Ryan, Eileen Fu-
jita, Mitsuo and Nancy Saito, Jenny Fujita, Masako Sa-
kata, Marion and Kenji Fujita, Ben Shikaze, Ron and
Marilyn Fujita, Emiko Shikaze, Carole Hamanishi, Gil-
bert and Hisako Shikaze, Frank and Pat Hamanishi,
Naomi Shikaze, Hiro and Ruth Honkawa, Greg and
Lynn Smith, Reiko Honkawa, Tsuneko Soyama, Sue and
Glynn lkeda, Steveston Buddhist Temple, Mac Ikuta, Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Sumi, Rev. Susumu Ikuta, Stan and Tsu-
neko Takaki, Mrs. Sadako Ishikawa, Chieko Takasaki,
Genevieve Iwata, Joe and Irene Tateyama, Dolly Jor-
dan, Tony Tateyama, Byron Kagawa, Kaz Yoshida, Mrs.
Ayaka Kagawa, Hideko Yoshioka, John and Masuko
Kamimura, Sam and Pat Yoshioka, Amy Kawamoto,
Stan and Lucy Yoshioka, Mrs. Hisako Kawamoto, Mr.
and Mrs. Hiromi Otaki (in memory of Nancy Saito), Mr.
and Mrs. S. Kawamoto, Mr. and Mrs. H. Miyagi ,
Mr. and Mrs. Shinden (in memory of Nancy Saito), Mrs.
Olga Mauricio, Montreal Buddhist Church, Mary and
Tosh Konishi (in memory of Nancy Saito), Mr. and Mrs.
Eric Nishi ( in memory of Nancy Saito), Shizuoka — Kai
('in memory of Nancy Saito )

In gassho,
Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple
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BCC Update January 2007 From the Office of Bishop

A monthly update from the national headquarters of the Buddhist Churches of Canada.
11786 Fentiman Place, Richmond, BC, V7E 6M6. Ph: 604-272-3330, office@bcc.ca
www.bcc.ca

January is the month of HO-ON-KO (gathering of Thanksgiving Memorial Service of Shinran Shonin), which is the
most important service in a year in our tradition. It is not only the opportunity for us to pay tribute to his 90 years of
life from 1173 to 1262 during the turbulent era of Kamakura period, but also to review our Shinjin awaremess once a
year just like you have annual medical check-up.

Shinran Shonin created many Wasan (poems) to explain the meaning of scripture, so that ordinary people could bet-
ter understand. Here is one of them in the Chapter of last dharma-age.

Realization of true and real shinjin

Is rare in the defiled world of the last dharma-age;

The witness of Buddhas countless as the sands of the Ganges
Reveals how difficult it is to attain.

The reason we put the stress in Shinjin in our Jodo Shinshu tradition is the fact that it is unique and different from
the faith in other religions. It is not simply the act of believing something unknown. Shinjin is the awareness of Great
Compassion that belongs to Amida Buddha, who constantly tries to reach us. Because it belongs to the Buddha, it is
not something we can hold and keep. We only hear His Compassionate Vow to save us who are lost in the world of
Five Defilements. All we can hold and keep is the Nembutsu, which is the essence of Shinjin. Whenever we hear of
and appreciate the Vow, we simply recite namo-amida-butsu, which gives us strength to carry on this human life with
peace of mind.

Shinjin comes from the Compassion of Amida Buddha and its existence is something like AIR. Although we cannot
hold or keep, we are rather WITHIN it from the beginning. Therefore we say we are always EMBRACED by Amida
Buddha. We don’t need to hold it, but we can only appreciate with gratitude.

May you attend the Ho-on-ko at your nearest temple and continue to cherish the Nembutsu.
Namoamidabutsu, orai fujikawa

Coming events

Jan 1 New Year’s Day Service

Feb 17-18 Northwest Buddhist Conference in Seattle

Apr 26-29 BCC AGM in Calgary

May 10-11 World Jodo Shinshu Coordinating Council in Kyoto
May 26-27 Kelowna Buddhist Temple 75" Anniversary

Jul 20 — Aug 9 Ryukoku Summer School in Steveston

Oct 13-14 British Columbia Buddhist Convention in Kelowna
Nov 10-11 Alberta Buddhist Convention

Acknowledgement of Donations to BCC (Sep to Nov 2006)

Calgary Buddhist Temple(50"™ Anniversary), Bill & Sets Kikuchi(Edmonton), Jessie
Ebata( Toronto), Tsuyako Kusano(Toronto), Eiko Shimizu (Toronto), Merb & Daisy
Avraki (Hope, BC), Hamilton Buddhist Temple (60" Anniversary), Manitoba Buddhist
Temple (Ingo), Devin & Miho Harris (Vancouver), Toshiko Maeda (Kamloops),
Hongwanji (10,000,000 JYN to Living Dharma Centre), Ryukoku Summer School
Also from many individuals across Canada on BCC Day.

Please make your contribution to BCC for the working of Buddha Dharma.
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For more information on coming events, please go to www.vancouverbuddhistchurch.ca or phone the
Vancouver Buddhist Church during regular business hours at (604) 253-7033
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Donations
The Vancouver Buddhist Church gratefully acknowledges the following donations received. We
apologize for any errors or omissions. Thank you.

Bodhi Day
$10.00 - Marie Oyama;Yoshie Kurita

$20.00 - Asako Nomura;Brad Bishop;Cathy Nishikawa;Dick Nakata;John Harada;Kanji Suga;Kazuma Sa-
kata;Mac Kawamoto;Mitsuru Tanaka;Miyoko Nose;Noriko Sugimoto;Robert North;Roy Tatsumi;Sachiko
Renovich;Shizue Hamaguchi; Tatsutoki Mizushima; Terry Koyanagi; Tsuneko Soyama; Tsutomu Omoto
$25.00 - Frank Hamanishi

$30.00 - Orai Fujikawa;Robert Akune

$40.00 - Katsuko Minamide (memory of Toshiye Minamide)

$50.00 - Debra Saimoto

Total Bodhi Day - $575

Memorial / Shotsuki

$10.00 - Chizu Kawagoe;Sanaye Ikari (memory of Sadajiro Matsui)

$15.00 - Etsuko Takata

$20.00 - Eiji Tsuji;Fumie Nakagawa (memory of Nobuo Takai);George Yoneda;lsao Yamamoto;Kanji
Suga;Kazuma Sakata;Ken Matsui (memory of Sadajiro Matsui);Ken Ui (memory of Sadajiro Matsui);
Kiyoko Yada;Mary Hamakawa (memory of Toyoko Kobayashi);Michiho Urata;Raymond Takai (memory
of Nobuo Takai);Roy Tatsumi;Shizuo Tanaka;Tamotsu Teranishi;Toshiko Katayama;Toyoko Terada;
Tsunaye Yamashita; Tsuyako Nakano;Yachiyo Nishi;Yasuko Komori;Yasuo Uyeno;Yoshiaki Tsuji;Kenji
Yamamoto

$25.00 - Akira Mori (memory of Kenji Mori);Akiyasu Masuhara;Dick Nakata (memory of C Nakata);Min
Koyanagi

$30.00 - Ayako Haraguchi;Hideo Chiya;Jack Matsuda (memory of Miyoko Hara);Misuko Kadota; Toshie
Sekiya ;Yukiko Asaoka;Kazu Komori (memory of Iwa Nakano);Otokazu Matsui

$40.00 - Edward Oyama (memory of Mr. Nagahara);Frances Xu (memory of Ryotaro Kitaura);Martha
Banno (memory of Ross Yamakami & Ko Yakura);Lori & Robert North (memory of Teru Inouye)

$50.00 - Glenn Hara (memory of Miyoko Hara);Karen Wong (memory of Masa Ohori);Kikue Matsui
(memory of Sadajiro Matsui);Minnie M. Hattori (memory of Allan Hattori);Robert Akune (memory of
Allan Hattori); Terry Koyanagi; Tomi Niwatsukino;Hiroaki Mikasa

$100.00 - Dave Ohori (memory of Masa Ohori);Junko Ohori (memory of Masa Ohori);Masako Yada
(memory of Allan Hattori and Tatsu Tanaka);Mrs. Hattori (memory of Allan Hattori and Tatsu Tanaka);T.
Kado (memory of Machiyo Tomaneck); Takeru Araki;Yoshiko Koyanagi;Katsue Honda;Fusae Sameshima
(memory of Tatsu Nagasawa)

$110.00 - Mitsuru Tanaka (memory of Tanekichi Araki, Otatsu, A Hattori)

$200.00 - Yuji Kado (memory of Machiyo Tomaneck)

Total Memorial / Shotsuki - $2,625

Bodhi Mind

$50.00 - Kazuma Sakata

$700.00 - Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple
Total Bodhi Mind - $750
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Donations, continued

Nokotsudo
$50.00 - Yosh & Martha Akune;Yoshi Nakata
Total Nokotsuko - $100

VBC Special Services

$40.00 - Yuzo Takeda

$50.00 - Mutsuko Tateyama (Mitsuji lwasaki 7th year)

$150.00 - Fumie Sakai (Tomiko Mizuyabu 3rd year);Yoshiro Shoji
Total Special Services - $390.00

Konshi / Appreciation

$20.00 - Orai Fujikawa;Umeko Fujimoto;Michika Mizuno;Asako Nomura
$50.00 - David Kitamura;Kaoru Tatara;Ken Kitano

$100.00 - Hiroaki Mikasa

$1,000.00 - Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple

Total Konshi / Appreciation - $1,330

-
Vancouver Buddhist Church 2007 Membership fees are now due. For
more information on membership, please contact the VBC office.
Thank you very much for your support.
.
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