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JSBTC DAY 2011 
 

 With school back into session, we are reminded that Fall is here and that the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist 

Temples of Canada (JSBTC) Day is before us.   

  

 The JSBTC Day, held annually in October, marks the founding of this national organization that 

brings all Jodo Shinshu followers together in one group so we can draw on each other’s strength and 

wisdom. This organization was founded in October, 1974.  It is the official organization by which the 

mother temple, the Nishi Hongwanji,  supports the efforts of Jodo Shinshu followers in Canada.  

 

 JSBTC Day also gives us the opportunity to commemorate and express our gratitude to the pioneers 

and past members who were active in the propagation of Buddhism in Canada.  

 

 The selection of the service date to commemorate this occasion is flexible and will be announced 

separately for each temple. The donations received at the temples from this special JSBTC Day go toward 

the education of present and future ministers and other initiatives of the National Board. Indeed, without 

the support from contributors there would be a financial challenge for the Board to undertake programs.  

 

 Donations can be brought to the temple or cheques payable to JSBTC can be sent to:  

 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada  

11786 Fentiman Place,  

Richmond, B.C. V7E 6M6  

 

 I am sure you will learn more about the significance of JSBTC Day by listening to your minister. 

We look forward to your attendance and support on this very special Day.  

 

 In Gassho,  

 Dave Ohori, JSBTC President   

 

 

 

David Major of the Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta 

(left) and Dave Ohori, President of the JSBTC (right) 

AT the Vancouver Buddhist Temple,  

JSBTC Day will be commemorated on 

Sunday, October 2, 2011, with a service 

beginning at 10:30 am. 
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An Overview of the History of  

Mahayana and Pure Land Buddhism 

 

    Around 500 years after the death of Shakyamuni, Buddha in the 1st and 2nd AD, a major revolution in 

Buddhist thought took place.  The movement arose out of ideas that had been evolving over a long period in a 

number of sects in Southern and Northwestern India.  The new Buddhist thinkers called their system 

Mahayana (“great vehicle” or “ferryboat”). 

    Mahayana thought developed partly in response to interest shown by Indian lay Buddhists.  Buddhism 

up to this point had been largely the preserve of monks.  Lay people were excluded from full participation in 

religious activity, and the monkish arhat (enlightened person) was seen  as a spiritual aristocrat on the path 

toward attaining a purely personal salvation.  The doctrine of “non-self” was thought to be irrelevant because it 

was  used for one’s own benefit.  According to Buddhist thought, no one could truly become an arhat with 

insight and compassion if they had not, burned away the notion of self.  Nonetheless, 500 years of monastic 

endeavor seemed to have left Buddhist culture somewhat wary, and true arhats were hard to identify. 

    Central to the “great vehicle” idealism was a shift of focus from arhat to bodhisattva (enlightenment 

being).  In earlier Buddhism, bodhisattva denoted a previous incarnation of the Buddha.  The term was taken 

up by Mahayanists in its literal sense, a person made of or for enlightenment.  Bodhisattvas were those who 

vowed they would be enlightened.  However, this pursuit for enlightenment was not for themselves alone, but 

for the salvation of others as well.  The bodhisattva’s vow went even further in that they themselves would 

refuse entry into Nirvana until they had led all other beings  there . 

    The high altruism of such a position had its fruition in the realm of faith and belief.  To achieve their 

goal, bodhisattvas would suffer rebirth millions of times, over countless aeons.  However, an ordinary mortal 

could make the Vow, thus making the principle of universal Compassion the focus of Buddhist practice. 

   Mahayana Buddhism brought forth a change of emphasis.  Salvation without Nirvana was presented as possible 

not just for the dharmic elite, but for the masses who were prepared to put their faith in a somewhat defiled Buddha.  In  

China during the 3rd century AD, a Pure Land Buddhist  movement  offering salvation in Amida’s Western Paradise (in 

Japanese, Saihou Jodo), evolved, partly in reaction to the miserable times, following the collapse of the great Han 

empire.  A millennium later, the same Buddhist movement took root in Japan, where the Kamakura shoguns wrestled 

power  away  from  the  Kyoto  imperialists  and  initiated  a  long  period  of  feudalism. 

 I will continue introducing the beginning of Pure Land Buddhism in Japan at next issue of Bodhi Mind. 

 Namo Amida Butsu,   

  Tatsuya Aoki 
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Message from the VBT Board 

Once the beautiful weather came in August, we had 

warm Summer days in September.  By the time you are 

reading this newsletter, the BCJSBTF Annual 

Convention, a No-Host Convention, at Harrison Hot 

Springs would be over and some lucky winners of our 

annual lottery would have been announced. We would 

have enjoyed our stay in the hot springs with hiking, 

golfing, dip in the pool and listened to the Dharma from 

our Senseis and had our annual BCJSBTF AGM. 

 Thank you to all the committee chairs and the 

senseis for all their hard work and effort to make this a 

successful convention. 

 We are preparing for our Fall Bazaar with the 

guidance of our co-chairs, Dave Ohori, Joanne Yuasa and 

Yvonne Nakano. We hope you are able to come to the 

Temple and help us in one of our major fundraising 

events. 

 Also Sunday October 2nd is Jodo Shinshu Day. 

Along with the Bodhi Mind you will find the JSBTC 

envelope. We hope you can come to the service and your 

donations will be forwarded to JSBTC. Your donations 

help in the running of the JSBTC as well as funding many 

worthy projects. 

Coming events: 

Saturday October 1st 9:00 AM  
  Manju making in preparation for Fall Bazaar. 

Sunday October 2nd 10:30 AM  
 Jodo Shinshu Day and October Shotsuki 

Friday-Saturday Oct. 28-29 9:00 AM  
 Bazaar preparation 

Sunday Oct. 30th 6:00 AM  
 Fall Food Bazaar. 

 

  On behalf of the Vancouver Buddhist Temple 

Board of Directors and myself, thank you once again for 

all your support. 

 

In gassho, 
Frank Hamanishi 

September Board Meeting Highlights 
September 8, 2011 

 

 Operations and maintenance: Gym heater still 

undergoing repair. Awaiting several contractors’ 

estimates. 

 

 2011No-Host Harrison Hot Springs Convention: 50 

registrants. BCJSBCF AGM starts 8am Sunday 

September 25. 

 

 MacPherson Walk Property Update: Several 

maintenance building, appliances and property issues 

were dealt with. 

 

 2011 Fall Bazaar: Sunday October 30. D. Ohori, J. 

Yuasa, Y. Nakano to chair. 

 

 Projects-in-Place Rooftop Garden: PIP engineers have 

assessed the temple structure. Awaiting response. 

 

 Mrs. Gina Chor’s Replacement in her absence: 

Volunteers will be asked to occupy the temple office 

for administrative duties for the duration of Mrs. 

Chor’s absence from October 5 to early November. 

 

 Asahi Baseball Team Plaque Commemoration: On 

September 8, 2011, VBT received invitation to attend 

Plaque commemoration ceremony which will be held 

on September 18, 2011. 

 

 
 

Dharma School 
 By the time of this reading, VBT Dharma School 

students, parents, staff and friends will have been 

welcomed back to a new fall term with a continental 

breakfast before service on September 17th. 

 

 An outing to the Eco Dairy  

in Abbotsford is scheduled for  

October 16th with a service to be  

held at the farm.  It promises to be  

A fascinating, educational, and  

entertaining morning at an ecologically focused 

demonstration dairy which features a market, animal 

exhibit and petting area, learning centre, and park.  Invite 

your friends and family to join us to watch the robotic 

milkers and hide brushers that apparently make for 

happier cows.  I wonder if they are the producers of the 

yummy Laughing Cow cheeses?  We may come home 

“mooing” with pleasure too! 

 

Moving from MOO to BOO – we have a Halloween 

Party planned for Sunday, the 23rd.  Since we seem to 

be indulging in “corn – y”, we are going whole hog and 

teachers are going to be “appropriately attired” for  

the occasion and we hope  

to be completely outshone  

by costumed students.   

So mark your calendars  

For the 16th and 23rd  

and let’s have some fun. 
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   The Toban System keeps our Temple Running! 
    

   As you may recall, our Toban (duty) system is helps maintain our facilities and provide services 

   such as meals for special services and events at our Temple. Everyone, members and non-

   members alike, can be a participant on a toban team. Members are automatically assigned to a  

   toban group. We are all responsible for the maintenance and operations of our Temple, which  

   includes clean-up days at the end of each month. 

TOBAN #2 – October  & November 

These events are scheduled for October and November 

for Toban #2 members. 

If you require additional information or have any questions, please call 

your Toban Captains: 

  Mrs. Yoshie Kurita (604. 980.5479) 

  Mr. Kazuo Mori (604.435.2497) 

9:00am Sat Oct. 1  - Manju Making 

9:00 am Sun Oct. 2 -  Jodo Shinshu Day/Shotsuki 

9:00am  Fri Oct. 28, Sat Oct. 29 Fall Bazaar Prep ** 

6:00 am Sun Oct. 30 Fall Bazaar ** 

 

Ms. Judy Hanazawa  

Mrs. Shirley Hanazawa 

Mrs. Tokiko Hayashi  

Mr. & Mrs. Nahari Joshi  

Ms. Anjula Joshi  

Mr. Suresh Joshi  

Mrs. Mitsuko Kadota  

Mr. Tom Kadota 

Mrs. Mary Kawamoto  

Mr. & Mrs. Takehisa Kawasaki  

Mr. Mits Kazuta  

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kitamura  

Mrs. Fujiko Kitano  

Mr. Paul Kondo 

Mrs. Kazue Konishi  

Ms. Toshiko Koriyama  

Mr. Dick Koyanagi  

Mrs. Yoshiko Koyanagi  

Mrs. Kazue Kozaka  

Mrs. Yoshiko Kubo  

Mr. Takeshi Kumano  

Mrs. Yoshie Kurita  

Mr. Derrick Kurita 

Mrs. Miyako Kuromi  

Mrs. Shu Ming Lai  

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Leong  

Mr. & Mrs. Toshimi Maruno  

Mr. Doug Maruno  
Mr. & Mrs. Takao Matsunaga  

Mr. & Mrs. Sadao Minato  

Mr. Kazuo Mori  

Mrs. Noriko Natsukoshi  

Mr. & Mrs. George Nishizawa  

Mr. Tom Okada  

Mrs. Ritsu Saimoto  

Ms. Debbie Saimoto  

Ms. Laura Saimoto  

Mrs. Tsuneko Soyama  

Mr. Tetsuo Takemori  

Ms. Joyce Takeshita 

Ms. Hisako Watanabe  

Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Yagi  

Mr. Robert Yamaoka  

Ms. Cleusa Yamamoto 

 

10:00 am Sat Nov. 5 Toban Meeting 

9:00 am Sun Nov. 6 Eitaikyo/ Eshinni and Shotsuki  

        Memorial Service 

TBA                  November Clean-up 

**Please note that extra helpers at any of the events, but the bazaar weekend in particular,  is much appreciated and welcomed – 

many hands make light work.  Minasan onegai shimasu. 

    It was also decided that at each toban meeting, the list of names for the next two months shotsuki list be reviewed for accuracy.  

 

  Remembrance Day Service at the  

   Japanese-Canadian War Memorial Cenotaph, Stanley Park 

       Friday, November 11, 2011 at 10:30 am 

  During the First World War (1914-1918), 196 Canadians of Japanese descent volunteered to fight on the 

battlefields of Europe. Of these 196 volunteers, 54 were killed, 93 were wounded, and 49  returned home safely. On April 

9, 1920, the third anniversary of the beginning of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, the Japanese-Canadian War Memorial 

Cenotaph was unveiled in Stanley Park to acknowledge the sacrifices of these volunteers. In later years, plaques 

commemorating Japanese-Canadians who served during the Second World War and the Korean War would be added.  

 The Vancouver Buddhist Temple’s presence today is founded on the resolution, accomplishments, and struggles 

of many Canadians of Japanese descent. Whether one is Japanese-Canadian or not, whether the soldiers were Buddhist 

or not, it is with deep gratitude that we gather at the Cenotaph to show our respect.  
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         GREETINGS FROM THE VALLEY 

 

 

 

 
  

  

   

The Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple gratefully acknowledges these generous donations 

received at Fall Higan and September Shotsuki that were delayed in the mail.  

They are from about May 2011 to August 2011  

       Although it is the end of summer our September fall service fell on a hot day for this time of  

       year.  However, the heat of the countryside is still not as overbearing as in the city and fortunately it      

      was comfortable in our temple for the service.  Bishop Grant conducted our service on Sept. 10 and  

                   gave a refreshing Buddhist perspective reflecting on 9/11.  We are all on this planet together and need 

to find a way to live in harmony with all beings.  Although we were missing many members it was good to gather with 

our sangha after a summer break. 

  Please mark Sunday, October 23 on your calendar, as that is the day of our Fall Bazaar.  If you have anything 

you would like to donate or if you can volunteer some time to help us out it would be much appreciated.  Baked goods 

always sell well, as well as reusable items in good condition.  Or just join us for udon, chow mein and 

chicken teriyaki.  The best part is meeting with old friends. 

  Our next service is on Saturday, October 1 at 2 pm with Rev. Aoki.  Look forward to seeing you there. 

  In gassho, 

 Fraser Valley Buddhist Temple 

April Shotsuki 

 

Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto - $100.  

  In Memory of Suyeo Kawamoto 

  

June Shotsuki 

 

Mr. Mrs. John Kamimura     - $200. - June Shotsuki 

Mr Roy Nikaido - from Estate - $355.30 

  

July Shotsuki - Obon 

 

Mr. Mrs. John Kamimura - $200 - July shotsuki 

Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto - $300.    

          $100- In Memory of Suyeo Kawamoto-4th year 

          $100-In Thanks for 3 

   Grand-daughters’graduation 

          $50-  Obon 

          $50-In Memory of Makoto Kawamoto-2nd year 

  

Aug. Donation 

  

Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto - $50- In Memory of sister  

     Emiko Kayanagi 

Mrs. Teruko Kawamoto - $50 - In Thanks for  

      visitation 

Fall Higan and September Shotsuki 

  

0 - 99 

Lori North 

Mr. Mrs. Joe Tateyama 

Eileen Fujita 

Byron Kagawa - In Memory of mother  

     Ayako Kagawa 

Mrs. May Mukaida - In Memory of Haru Mukaida 

Mrs. May Mukaida - Fall Higan 

Mr. Mrs. Stan Yoshioka 

Jenny Fujita 

Marion Fujita 

Mrs. Hisako Kawamoto 

Amy Kawamoto 

Mr. Mrs. Hiro Honkawa - donation to  

   Fujinkai in Thanks for flowers 

Amy Nagamatsu 

  

100 - 200 

Joanne McAllister - In Memory of mother  

     Ayako Kagawa 
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SHOTSUKI (Memorial) List— October 2011 

The October Shotsuki / monthly memorial service will be held on Sunday, October 2, at 10:30 am.  

 1974 

*KOHARA, Yokio 

1975 

HAYASHI, Rinnosuke 

*HANAZAWA, Takezo 

1976 

*TAKAOKA, Shoji 

1977 

*SUGIE, Yoshi 

*TAKAI, Nobukichi 

1978 

*TOKITO, Takeo 

1979 

(33rd Year) 

NODA, Fukuya 

*ASANO, Kyosuke 

*ITAYA, Wakaichi 

*KOBAYASHI, Ryoichi 

1980 

*TSUJI, Tokichi 

*TANAKA, Eiichi 

1981 

USUI, Kohei 

*SAKIYAMA, Fujino 

*SHISHIDO, Ginichi 

1982 

*NISHIMURA, Gengo 

*HIKIDA, Shio 

NISHI, Tora 

*OMOTO, Kunijiro 

1983 

HORIO, Kunio 

1985 

*HIRANO, Wataru 

*ISHIKAWA, Tomoe Pearl 

*AMANO, Teiichi  
1986 

EDAMURA, Shige 

URABE, Kiku 

1987 

(25th year) 

KARIATSUMARI, Teru 

IMADA, Ito 

1988 

HAMAGAMI, Natsu 

*UYENO, Sato 

*TAZAWA, Kazuo 

1989 

*RAE, Fred 

*KAMO, Yasuhiko  

1990 

*SHIOZAKI, Kiyomi 

UCHINAMI, Fujimi 

1991 

*EBATA, Tayo 

1992 

*MORITA, Yukio 

TANAKA, Tokutaro 

*HAGANE, Sumiko 

1993 

*KOYANAGI, Haruko 

*SASAKI, Toshi 

*HOMMA, Shingo 

1994 

YAMAMOTO, Kenkichi 

TAHARA, Hiroyoshi 

INOUE, Juichiro 

1996 

(17th Year) 

KAWABATA, Kazuyo 

1997 

MIYASAKI, Mitsuye 

TERASHITA, Satoru 

TAKASAKI, Yoshino 

*MORISHITA, Shika 

1998 

MIYASHITA, M Joe 

NOMURA, Akio 

OYE, Shigeyuki 

1999 

(13th year) 

NISHI, Toshiko 

TAMAKI, Yoshio 

IKARI, Masao 

*KAGAWA, Masayeki 

2000 

SHIGEMATSU, Kiyoko 

 

2001 

MORI, Isamu Sam 

TAMAI, Isamu 

2002 

*IMAMURA, Kojiro 

HAMAGUCHI, Tamae 

ITO, Sokichi 

*NAKANO, Miyuki 

IHARA, Masako 

*STEVENS, Howard 

2003 

NOMURA, Daniel 

*SHIMOZAWA, Walter 

2005 

(7th Year) 

*NARITA, Noriaki 

TSUJI, Mitsue 

YOSHIMURA, Kazuhira 

2007 
HARADA, Yae 

TATEYAMA, Yukie 

KUSAKA, Toyo  
2008  

WAKABAYASHI, Aiko 

SAKATA, Hiroshi  

2009  

(Third Year) 
KAWAGOYE, Frances  

                              Fusae 

                   2010 

             (First Year) 
YAKURA, Masae 

SAIMOTO, Hisao Cy 

JOWETT, Tomiko 

  

Records Missing 
 If you know the 

people listed below with 

an asterisk (*) next to their 

name, please contact VBT 

Secretary, Gina Chor: 

604.253.7033 

 We are updating 

Shotsuki Files and we 

require information on 

Next-of-Kin. 

 Thank you for 

your co-operation. 

        ~Shotsuki Committee 

1958 

*TSUMURA, Chonosuke 

1959 

*KISHIUCHI, Shigeichi 

1961 

*HAMAGUCHI, Minoru 

1963 

*NISHIMURA, Masao 

1964 

*CHIBA, Zenashichi 

1966 

*HAMAGISHI, Fujie 

*TAKATA, Minoru 

1967 

*HAMAGUCHI, Takeshi 

1968 

*FUKUHARA, Takakazu 

*MORI, Yasomatsu 

NAGANO, Hideo 

*HOMMA, Joe 

1969 

*WAKITA, Uno 

*ARAKI, Toku 

NISHI, Tetsuo 

1970 

*YAMASHITA, Shintaro 

1971 

MIZUNO, Shinichiro 

1972 

TANAKA, Shirosuke 

*HAYASHI, Yu 

*MOTOKADO, Kichijiro 

1973 

YOSHIDA, Toyozo 

TAMAI, Hideo 
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2012 Pilgrimage to Hongwanji and Sapporo Snow Festival 
* Estimates for the tour fee will be available from JTB soon. 

Date Time Activity Hotel 

Feb. 6 
Mon 

13:55 [Air Canada 03] Depart Vancouver Airport On Board 

Feb. 7 
Tue 

17:25 
18:30 
20:00 

Arrive Narita Tokyo Airport 
Transfer to Hotel 
Hotel Check-in 

Shinagawa Prince Hotel 

Feb. 8 
Wed 

 Sightseeing in Tokyo 
Visit Tsukiji Hongwanji 

(TBA) Dharma Gathering with Dr. Ken Tanaka 
(English/Japanese) 

Shinagawa Prince Hotel 

Feb. 9 
Thu 

10:00 
12:45 
14:20 
15:00 
16:00 

Hotel Check-out 
Depart Haneda (Tokyo) Airport 
Arrive Chitose (Hokkaido) Airport 
Transfer to Hotel 
Hotel Check-in 

TBA 

Feb. 10 
Fri 

9:00 Sightseeing in Sapporo 
Snow Festival 

TBA 

Feb. 11 
Sat 

9-15 
17:00 

Bus Tour to Otaru & Sapporo 
Supper at Sapporo Beer Brewery Restaurant 

TBA 

Feb. 12 
Sun 

11:00 
 

14:00 

Hotel Check-out 
Transfer to Lake Toya 
Hotel Check-in 

Manseikaku Hotel 
 (Hot Springs) 

Feb. 13 
Mon 

9:00 
15:00 
16:00 

Hotel Check-out 
Transfer to Hakodate City & Sightseeing 
Hotel Check-in 

La Vista Hakodate 

Feb. 14 
Tue 

9:30 
10:00 
11:20 
13:15 
14:00 
15:30 

Hotel Check-out 
Hakodate Airport 
Depart Hakodate (Flight ANA) 
Arrive at Kansai (Osaka) Airport 
Transfer to Kyoto 
Hotel Check-in 

TBA 

Feb. 15 
Wed 

6:00 
10:00 

Afternoon 

Morning Service at Hongwanji 
English & Japanese Guided Tour of Hongwanij 
Free Time 
             (TBA) Dharma Circle with Rev. Gene Sekiya      
                                           (English/Japanese)                   

 

Feb. 16 
Thu 

6:00 
10:00 

Afternoon 

Morning Service at Hongwanji 
Shinran Shoninôs Monthly Memorial Service 
Free Time 
            (TBA) Dharma Circle with Rev. Masumi Kikuchi   
                                             (English/Japanese)      

TBA 

Feb. 17 
Fri 

6:00 Morning Service at Hongwanji 
 
Various Optional Tours Available from JTB or Free Time Arrangements for trip 

extensions for individuals 
available through JTB Feb. 18 

Sat 
6:00 

 
10:00 

Morning Service 
 
End of the Group Tour 
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